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Police lied about
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SP (Crime) of Narayanganj
Ashrafuzzaman. The family
alleges two members of this
comimnittee were present at
Shamim's interrogation.
Around 11:30am vester-
day, Faruq and his two other
committee members went
to Shamim's neighbour-
hood in Protaper Char of
Sonargaon, reports our
Naryanganj correspondent.
While visiting the victim's
house, where his
Qulkhawani was being
held, they found themselves
facing the fury of hundreds
of locals accusing police of
torturing Shamim to death.
Syed Nurul Islam, super-
intendent of police in
Narayanganj, present there,
assured the angry locals that
the name of ASP Uttam
Prasad will be dropped from
another committee as his
name surfaced in connection
with the torture of Shamim.
Meanwhile, family mem-
bers of the deceased have

decided to lodge a com-
plaint with the court against
[nspector Arup Tarafdar and
several others.

They also demanded a
judiciary probe into the
incident, saying it was police
who had committed a crime
and so a police inquiry in
the case might not be fair.

Shamim, 26-year-old
sand trader, died following
six days of inhuman torture
in custody. He was arrested
in a case over the murder of
local Union Parishad
Chairman Rafiqul Islam's
second wife, her brother and
two housemaids.

Rafiqul earlier told The
Daily Star that the youth had
a very good reputation in the
neighbourhood. He himself
had witnessed Shamim's
detention on May 14.

Arup Tarafdar still main-
tains Shamim was arrested
on May 19. He also tried to
establish this while talking
to The Daily Star on Friday.

China dominates
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guaranteeing 'freedom of
religion' in Article 36.

The policy regarding
religious practice in China
states that “no state organ,
public organization or indi-
vidual may compel citizens
to believe in, or not to believe
in, any religion; nor may they
discriminate against citizens
because they do, or do not
believe inreligion.”

Since the mid-1980s
there has been a massive
program to rebuild Buddhist
and Taoist temples.

In recent times, the gov-
ernment has expressed sup-
port for Buddhism and
Taoism, organizing the World
Buddhist Forum in 2006
and the International Forum
on the Daodejing in 2007.
The government sees these
religions as an integral part
of Chinese culture.

There are five religions
recognized by the state,

namely Buddhism, Taoism,
Islam, Catholicism, and
Protestantism.

But these figures appear
to suggest that much of the
scepticism surrounding orga-
nized religion in the country
has survived.

Whereas in Japan, where
a post-WWII taboo still
remains, with 31 per cent still
atheists.

One of the most surpris-
ing figures in the Islamic
country of Saudi Arabia where
five per cent of the popula-
tion described themselves as
atheists, despite this being
considered a crime.

This compares to just one
per cent in both Iragq and
Afghanistan who describe
themselves as atheists.

And in Italy, the home of
the Catholic Church, support
is still strong with nearly three-
fourths of Italians consider
themselves religious, which
is actually up on 2005's
figures.

Earlier this week Pope
Francis has said atheists who
are good are redeemed by
Jesus in a homily urging that
people of differing beliefs
work together.

WIN/Gallup notes that
religion is strongest among
the poor and the less educated,
which correlates among the
most religious countries.

In Ghana, Nigeria,
Armenia and Fiji, more than
nine in 10 people say they're
religious.
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Bangladeshi workers queue up at the Bangladesh mission in Jeddah to get their documents updated after the

Saudi government offered the “get legalised or go home” amnesty to foreign workers.

PHOTO: ARAB NEWS

12 risky garment
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Bay Fashion, FAS, HB
Garment, New World, Bay

Pacific, Nassa Fashion,
Aukson, Flower Fashion
and SA Rahman Sweater,

said Azim, one of the coor-
dinators of the inspection
feams.

The BGMEA inspection
teams have also advised
owners of eight factories to
get a so-called correction
action plan within six
months as their units have
cracks on the walls or faults
in structural designs or
problems with load-bearing
capacity.

Of the 3,600 garment
factories now in operation,
60 percent are housed in
shared buildings, 20 per-
cent in converted buildings
and 20 percent in purpose-
made buildings, according
to Azim.

Justifying the move for
production suspension,
Azim said BGMEA is
authorised to recommend
the shifting of factories
from any risky building.

"BGMEA cannot cancel
the business licences but
has the right to suspend its
membership."

That is why the trade
body formed the commit-
tees comprising representa-
tives of Rajuk, BGMEA and
BKMEA (Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association)
and Buet (Bangladesh
University of Engineering
and Technology) so that the
factory owners follow their
recommendations seriously
to avoid any further acci-
dent, Azim added.

Five garment factories
operated out of Rana Plaza,
a shared building con-
structed with poor materi-
als, said Sekender Ali, a
coordinator of the BGMEA
inspection teams.

Naztul Tsl]am
Mozumder, chairman of
Nassa Group, said he had
shifted three factories from
an old building in the capi-
tal's Mohakhali after the
Rana Plaza collapse.

The building was con-
structed for residential
purposes in 1985 but later
expanded up to five storeys
in 1990 and rented out to
factories, said its owner
Shahan Shahabuddin. Each
floor of the structure is

8,000 square feet, among
which the ground floor
houses a garage and auto-
mobile workshop.

Factory inspection gath-
ered momentum after the
Rana Plaza tragedy that
killed 1,127 and injured
thousands.

The factories in purpose-
made buildings are less
vulnerable to accidents as
those have been con-
structed with adequate
load bearing capacity, said
Mujibur Rahman, head of
Buet's civil engineering
department and a member
ofa BGMEA committee.

"“The number of con-
verted and shared build-
ings is declining as the
garment makers are shift-
ing their production units
from Dhaka to other parts
of the country,” said Atiqul
Islam, president of
BGMEA.

BGMEA asked its mem-
bers to submit their factory
buildings' designs, struc-
tural layouts and soil test
reports by May 30, he said.
"We will not allow factories
to operate in the buildings
that fail our tests."

Editors'
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Rahman Chowdhury were
unanimously elected pres-
ident,
and treasurer respectively of

seneral secretary

the newly formed council.

The members of the
Editors' Council are
Mahbubul Alam of the

Independent, Anwar
Hossain of Ittefag, Motiur
Rahman of Prothom Alo,
Reazuddin Ahmed of News
Today, AMM Bahauddin of
[Ingilab, AHM

Hossain of Financial

Moazzem

Express, Nurul Kabir of the
New Age, Shyamal Dutta of
Bhorer Kagoj, Imdadul Haq
Milon of Kaler Kantho,
Noim Nizam of Bangladesh
Protidin, Khondoker
Muniruzzaman of Sangbad,
Alamgir Mohiuddin of Naya
Diganta, Mostata Kamal
Majumder of The New
Nation, Mozammel Haque
of Korotoa, MA Malek of
Azadi and Taslim Uddin
Chowdhury of Purbokone.

The constitution and
rules and regulations of
the council will be formu-
lated soon.

Red revolution
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gradually spreading to
other districts. They grow
abundantly if the soil is
suitable and the weather is
good.

Initially grown by afflu-
ent people, many farmers
in Dinajpur now have lichi
orchards. The total esti-
mated value of the busi-
ness in the district is about
Tk.1,400 crore annually,
said Md. Anwarul Alam,
Deputy Director
Department of Agriculture

Extension (DAE) in
Dinajpur.
T hie PogErd en

Horticulture Department
expects a bumper lichi
crop this season as the
weather so far has been
conducive for a robust
flowering of the fruit.

About 3,000 hectares
land have been brought
under lichi cultivation in
Dinajpur district this year.
The figure is rising every
year, along with growing
popularity and demand
from consumers.

The annual production
of lichis in the district
averages about 40 lakh
kilograms, according to
the district Horticulture
Department.

A 6-year old full grown
litchi tree is able to pro-
duce 100 to 180kg, yield-
ing fruits for 50 years,
officials said.

While the district now
has around 3,000 lichi
orchards in 13 upazillas,
many families also have
lichi trees in their back-
yards, profiting from sales
of the fruit.

The sector has gener-
ated employment oppor-
tunities too.

Farmers said they could
earn much more if lichis
were
exported, for which facili-
ties they have been appeal-
ing to the authorities.

Sources in the horticul-
ture department of the
DAE said at least 65 per
cent litchi plants culti-
vated in the district are of
Bombai variety and about
30 per cent are of madraji

commercially

variety, the remaining five
per cent being given over to
Bedana and China varieties.

A major risk to lichis is
excessive rainfall during
the peak season, grower
Rabiul Islam said.

Nurul Islam of
Madhobbati, Biral upazila
of Dinajpur, the owner of a
lichi orchard, noted that a
research centre was needed
to develop the quality of
lichis and ensuring more
yields.

Dhaka to let
FROM PAGE 16

the carrying of foodgrains,
mainly rice and wheat, is
likely to start within a
month,” he added.

BK Roy, principal secre-
tary, food and civil sup-
plies in Tripura, said on
getting a green signal from
Dhaka, the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
had initiated the process to
transport foodgrains and
essentials using the
Bangladeshi river port and
the roadways connected to
the northeastern states.

In the first consign-
ment, 10,000 tonnes of
rice, wheat and sugar

would be ferried to Tripura
from West Bengal's Haldia
port via Ashuganj port.

India has long been
demanding a use of
Bangladesh's land and
water to carry goods from
the mainland to its land-
locked seven northern
states, known as the “seven
sisters”.

Earlier, Dhaka had
allowed state-owned Oil
and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC)
transport over dimen-
sional cargos (ODCs) for
the 726 MW Palatana mega
power project in southern
Tripura using the Ashuganj
port, 40km west of Agartala
city.

Agartala is 1,650km
from Kolkata and
2,637km from New Delhi
via Guwahati and West
Bengal, but the distance
between Agartala and
Kolkata via Bangladesh is
just about 350km.
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