Goetze out of
Wembley final

AFP, Berlin

A hamstring injury has ruled
Borussia Dortmund's
Germany midfield star Mario
Goetze out of Saturday’s
Champions League final at
Wembley against Bayern
Munich -- the club he will join
next month after actioning a
release clause in his contract.

Goezte, 20, tore his right
hamstring in Dortmund'’s
semi-final return leg at Real
Madrid on April 30 and the
attacking midfielder only
managed an hour of train-
ing with the Borussia team
on Tuesday before suffering
a reaction, which has ruled
him out.

"It was my big aim to
play in the final and [ have
been working hard to reach
that in the last few weeks,"
said a disappointed Goetze
on Wednesday.

"l am incredibly sorry
that I can't help the team in
this really important game.

"I have full confidence in
the team and will of course be
going to London to support
the boys from the sidelines.”

His withdrawal means
Goetze has now played his
last game in a Dortmund
shirt after it was announced
in April that he will join
German champions Bayern
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trinity brings victory -

Sir Matt Busby led Man Utd to a
second title in three seasons in
1966-67. The club's legendary 'Holy
Trinity' of George Best, Denis Law and
Sir Bobby Charlton ensured Man Utd
were champions of England for a
seventh time.
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Time to win

final: Ribery

AFP, Berlin

Franck Ribery says the time for talking is
over as Bayern Munich owe it to their fans to
make up for their two recent failed attempts
by winning the Champions League title in
=4 Saturday's final against Borussia Dortmund
at Wembley.,

"We have to win for the fans, the club and the whole
teamn," said Ribery, after Bayern lost both last season's final
at home to Chelsea and suffered defeat in the 2010 final to
[nter Milan in Madrid.

"This is our third time, we have more experience, know
what it means to play in a final, so it's nothing new for us,
everyone knows what they have to do and how we have to
play against Dortmund.

"If we play like we did against Barcelona, we have a huge
chance.”

Bayern played Barcelona off the park with two impressive
displays to win the Champions League semi-final 7-0 on
aggregate and the Bavarians won this season's Bundesliga
title by arecord 25-point margin.

With the European title now just 90 minutes away, Ribery
said Bayern can afford no distractions and must concentrate
on their own performance.

"We shouldn't give so much blah-blah, we have to play
football,” he said.

"It's a huge game for everyone, but we must concentrate
on ourselves.

"We have a good feeling, we have done well up until now,
but we need another big performance on Saturday."

Ribery has been in superb form for Bayern this season,
maintaining his incredible run of never losing any of the 46
league games with Munich in which he has scored.

The 30-year-old missed the 2010 final with suspension
and after being on the losing team last year, he has no inten-
tion of seeing Bayern return to Munich empty handed from
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Badstuber's
WC in doubt

AFP, Berlin

Germany defender Holger
Badstuber will be out for
the next 10 months and
faces a race against time to
be fit for the 2014 World
Cup after serious knee
surgery, Bayern Munich
confirmed Wednesday.
The 24-year-old centre-
back, who has won 30 caps
for Germany, originally tore
the cruciate ligament in his
right knee in Bayern's 1-1
draw with Borussia
Dortmund last December,
but has torn the same liga-
ment again, which has now
been removed completely.
The surgeon, who oper-
ated on Badstuber in Vail,
Colorado on Monday, has
told Bayern that Badstuber
must wait before undergo-
ing a ligament graft and
will only be available again
in early 2014 with the
World Cup in Brazil to
kick-off on June 12,

Mazzarri to
join Inter

AFP, Vicenza

Napoli coach Walter

Mazzarri is poised to join
Inter Milan on a two-year
deal, according to reports

for 37 million euros.
Meanwhile, Dortmund
are waiting on the fitness of
centre-back Mats Hummels,
24, who damaged his ankle
in Saturday's shock 2-1
league defeat at home to
Hoffenheim, and sat out
Tuesday's training to allow
the swelling to subside and is
receiving intense treatment.
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PHOTO: AFP

London's Trafalgar Square is transformed into a football fan zone yesterday ahead of the Champions League
final between Bayern Munich and Borussia Dortmund at Wembley on Saturday.

a third Champions League final.

"The defeat to Inter was hard, I was sad because [ didn't
play, but the loss to Chelsea really hurt, it was a huge shock

for everyone," he said.

"l believe everyone expects that Bayern will win, that
means pressure for us, but Dortmund have done really well
in the Champions League and played some great football

with good players.

"We'll have perhaps more possession, but they are more
compact, counter-attack well and we have to be careful

because they also have high standards.”

Wednesday.

La Gazzetta dello Sport
said Inter would hand
Mazzarri a two-year deal
worth 3.5 million euros to
the coach.

ANSA news agency later
reported that Inter coach
Andrea Stramaccioni would
not be taking the squad's
training session in the
afternoon, claiming

Pellegrini confirms
Malaga exit

Manuel Pellegrini has con-
firmed he will leave Malaga at

THE GUARDIAN
the end of the season. The
Chilean head coach had been
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h—a heavily tipped to fill the
vacancy left by Roberto Mancini at
Manchester City this summer and has now
stated he will not be in charge of the
Champions League quarterfinalists next
season.

"My coaching staff and [ are separating
from Malaga but our union with this city
will be eternal,” Pellegrini told the Spanish
newspaper Marca. "I'm going for sporting
reasons.”

The 59-year-old's exit from La Rosaleda
has been largely expected for weeks
although the club themselves have yet to
confirm his departure.

His name was being connected with City
before Mancini's departure on 13 May,
although Pellegrini denied that a deal had
already been done following the goalless
draw with Sevilla on 12 May.

"l deny here and now being the new
coach of Manchester City, I haven't signed

any agreement with anybody,"” Pellegrini
said on his club's website at the time.

"I've been fortunate enough, and very
proud, that every year the big clubs have
shown an interest in me. I have an agree-
ment with Malaga not to talk to anyone and
nothing has been agreed with any other
club.,

"l hope in the coming weeks that things
will become a little clearer about what is
going to be the future here at this club.”

That time appears to have come with
Pellegrini confirming at a function today
that he will leave Malaga after two-and-a-
halfyearsin charge.

Earlier Samir Nasri said he would wel-
come Pellegrini at City. Nasri said: "I think
that [Manuel Pellegrini] is a great manager.
He proved himself at Villarreal and Real
Madrid as well even if he didn't win the title
but he finished with 96 points. And with
Malaga as well. All his teams play attractive
football.

"And I think that is what people want to
see. You pay [for your] ticket to go to foot-
ball to see something great and he is the
kind of manager who can do it so we will see
what can happen in the summer.”

AFP, Paris

Murray, Del

forwimbledon.

ongoing viral infection.

Del Potro is the second top 10
ranked ATP player to withdraw from
the second Grand Slam of 2013 follow-
ing world number two Andy Murray's
decision on Tuesday to pull out due to

a back injury.
"This is a tough blow,

these are the events you dream of

winning," Del Potro, who reached the
last four at Roland Garros in 2009 and

said on

quarter-finals last

Wednesday.

year,

"Now I must get over this disap-
pointment and recover completely in
order to prepare at 100 percent for the

tests to come, " he added.

Argentina's world num-
ber seven Juan Martin Del
Potro has pulled out of
the French Open with an

because

ANDY MURRAY

Andy Murray will miss the French

Open with the back injury that flared
up at the Rome Masters, the world
number two announced on Tuesday.
After meeting with medical special-
ists Murray has decided to skip the
second Grand Slam of the year at
Roland Garros to ensure he is fully fit

statement added.

"It's a really tough decision and 1
love playing in Paris, but after seeking
medical advice, I am not fit to com-
pete,” the US Open and Olympiccham-
pion explained in a statement to

Britain's Press Association.

"After consultation with his team
and medical specialists, Andy has
reluctantly withdrawn from the French
Open and will instead focus on prepa-
ration for the grass court season,” the

Potro out

Murray had raised the possibility of
his absence from the French Open
after retiring with the back problem in
his second-round match against
Spain's Marcel Granollers at the Rome

Masters last week.,

"I'd be very surprised if I was playing
in Paris," a subdued Murray said then.

This will be the first Grand Slam he
has missed since Wimbledon in 2007.

The injury was the same one which
required him to take a pain-killing
injection in order to play Roland
Garros last year where he reached the

quarter-finals.

good again.

Rome retirement.

Murray will now aim to return for
the start of the grasscourt season at
Queens Club on June 10.

"(The back) has not been perfect for
a long period, I want it to start feeling
Everyone goes into
matches with niggles, but this is very
frustrating,” added Murray after his

"I don't want to go into details, but
['ve got a disc problem, it changes week
to week. It's been an issue for a while,
but I want to make sure it goes away.

"I don't want to be playing with it
long-term, it's not enjoyable at all."

The French Open begins on Sunday.

Mazzarri "would be
appointed by the end of
the week at the latest".

Mazzarri announced his
departure from Napoli after
steering the club to a run-
ner-up finish in Italy's Serie
A behind champions
Juventus on Sunday, qualify-
ing the Neapolitas for next
seasons' Champions League.

Inter, the last Italian
team to claim the continen-
tal crown in 2010, missed
out on playing in Europe
next season altogether after
a dismal ninth place finish
was capped by a 5-2 home
loss to Udinese.

Juventus finished top of
Serie A to claim their 29th
Scudetto, with Napoli
joining the Bianconeri in
the Champions League.

AC Milan finished third
but will have to successfully
negotiate a preliminary
round before booking their
ticket to the competition.

Fiorentina and Udinese
qualified for the Europa
League, while Roma and
Lazio will fight it out for the
final spot in that competi-
tion when they face off in the
[talian Cup final on Sunday
at the Olympic Stadium.

Barca VP happy to
see Jose leave

INTERNET, Undated

From feuding with his own
players to waiting for referees
at their cars after matches to
jamming his fingers in Tito
Vilanova's eyeball, Jose
Mourinho's three vyears at
Real Madrid featured many
entertainingly villainous
moments. Now that it's been made official
that the man who disrupted Barcelona's
serene reign atop Spanish football will leave
at the end of the season, Barca vice president
Carles Vilarrubi has said what everyone at
his club is probably thinking.

"I said this three years ago through other
means and now that he is no longer Coach |
can repeat what [ thought then, that
Mourinho would be a scourge on Spanish
football. Now he no longer is,” Vilarrubi
declared on Radio Catalunya.

"Seeing him leave is positive for Spanish
football because he did not make for a posi-
tive climate.

“Madrid don't care, although results have
notaccompanied him.”

You can quibble about the climate
Mourinho helped create and how the rivalry
between Real Madrid and Barcelona might
have been atits all-time best as a direct result
of Mourinho's involvement, but the fre-
quently repeated claim that "results have
not accompanied” his time in Madrid is
wrong. And the mere fact that Barcelona are
s0 happy to see him go makes that clear. If
he was an easily defeated jerk, they wouldn't
care about him.

Only Miguel Munoz and Vicente Del
Bosque have coached more matches than
Mourinho at Real Madrid in the club's entire
history. Though both won more trophies,
Mourinho has a far superior winning per-
centage (73 per cent versus 59 and 54 per
cent, respectively). In fact, only Mourinho
short-lived predecessor, Manuel Pellegrini
had a better winning percentage at Real
Madrid (75 per cent).

Prior to Mourinho's arrival, Real Madrid
had not won La Liga in two years. Last season
he not only kept Barcelona from winning it
for a fourth straight season, but set a points
record (100) on the way to claiming the title.

Carroll ruled out

AFP, London

Liverpool
striker Andy
Carroll has

- )
withdrawn

Lﬂ
from the

England squad for the
friendly games against the
Republic of Ireland and Brazil
because of a foot injury, the
Football Association have

~
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announced.
The FA revealed the news
in a statement late on

Tuesday, and said that man-
ager Roy Hodgson had not
called up areplacement.
"Andy Carroll has been
ruled out of the England squad
for the upcoming internation-
als with Republic of Ireland
and Brazil," said the FA.
"Carroll had been named
in Roy Hodgson's squad that

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Ben Foster (West
Bromwich Albion), Joe Hart (Manches-
ter City), Alex McCarthy (Reading)
Defenders: Leighton Baines (Ever-
ton), Gary Cahill, Ashley Cole (both
(Chelsea), Phil Jagielka (Everton), Glen
Johnson (Liverpool), Phil Jones (Man-
chester United), Joleon Lescott (Man-
chester City), Kyle Walker (Tottenham

Hotspur)
Midfielders: Michael Carrick, Tom

(leverley (both Manchester United),
Frank Lampard (Chelsea), James Milner
(Manchester City), Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain, Theo Walcott (both
Arsenal)

Forwards: Jermain Defoe (Tottenham
Hotspur), Wayne Rooney (Manchester

United), Daniel Sturridge (Liverpool),
R

will take on Ireland at Wembley on Wednesday, May 29, and
then travel to Rio to face Brazil on June 2, but has now been
forced to withdraw through injury.

"No replacement will be made at this time."

Carroll spent the season on loan at West Ham United
and ended the season with a strong burst of form.

Garcia sorry for jibe

THE GUARDIAN

Sergio Garcia's ongoing spat
with Tiger Woods took an
unwelcome turn on Tuesday
night, when the Spaniard
made what could be inter-
preted as a racist remark about his oppo-
nent.

The Spaniard was on stage at the
European Tour's gala players' awards din-
ner, where he was questioned by the Golf
Channel's Steve Sands. Garcia, who has
been embroiled in verbal battles with
Woods since the Players Championship
at Sawgrass this month, was asked in jest
if he would have the American round for
dinner one night during the upcoming
US Open. "We will have him round every
night," Garcia said. "We will serve fried
chicken."

The statement was similar to Fuzzy
Zoeller's infamous remark towards Woods
in 1997. Then, after Woods won his first
major, the Masters, which entitled him to
choose the champions' dinner menu for the
following year, Zoeller said: "You pat him
on the back and say congratulations and
enjoy it and tell him not serve fried chicken
next year. Got it? Or collard greens or what-

ever the hell they serve.” Zoeller later apolo-
gised and said he had been misconstrued.

Garcia left on Tuesday night before he
could be asked to clarify his remarks, but
later issued a statement through the
European Tour, saying: "l apologise for any
offence that may have been caused by my
comment on stage during The European
Tour Players' Awards dinner. I answered a
question that was clearly made towards
me as a joke with a silly remark, but in no
way was the comment meant in a racist
manner.”

Earlier in the day he had earlier been
pressed on his relationship - orlack of one -
with the world Nol when previewing the
PGA Championship. "I mean, you can't like
everybody," the Spaniard said. "I think that
there's people that you connect with and
there's people that you don't. You know, it's
pretty much as simple as that. I think that he
doesn't need me in his life, | don't need him
in mine, and let's move on and keep doing
whatwe're doing."

When asked when this problem first
came to light, Garcia replied: "A while back.
It's never really been like a true connection
like I would have maybe with Luke Donald
or Lee Westwood or Adam Scott or some of
the other guys that [ get along with well."



