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AKHAURA-AGARTALA

Rail link work to
start this year

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India and Bangladesh are
aiming to start setting a rail
link between Agartala, the
capital of India's northeastern
state of Tripura, and Akhaura,
a Bangladeshi town near the
border, by the end of this
year.

This was disclosed by
officials of both countries
after the project steering com-
mittee discussed the issue ata
meeting at Bangladesh Rail
Bhaban in the capital yester-
day.

They said land acquisition,
finalisation of alignment and
detail design of the rail link
would be completed by
September next to pave the
way for laying tracks.

"Today [yesterday| we
discussed how fast we can
start acquiring land, detail
study and determining costs,”
said Sunil Kumar Pal, joint
secretary of Bangladesh
railway ministry, who
headed a six-member
Bangladesh delegation at
the meeting.

“"We want to do it within
the next four months so that
the construction work can
begin at the end of 2013," he
told The Daily Star.

Echoing his view, Kishor
Ambuly, secretary of transport
department of Tripura gov-
emnment, said the meeting
discussed how the two sides
could execute the rail link
project in an expeditious
way.

“Soon we will begin land
acquisition process to deter-
mine how much land will be
needed and its cost,” he told
The Daily Star, hoping to
begin the project's construc-
tion in December next.

Radhika L Lokesh, addi-

tional secretary of Indian
external affairs ministry, led a
six-member delegation at
yesterday's meeting,

In February this vyear,
Bangladesh and India signed
a memorandum of under-
standing (Moll) for the con-
struction of the 15 kilometers
rail tracks, of which 5 kilo-
meters fall in the Indian side
and the rest in Bangladesh.

As per the agreement, an
estimated $28.05 million will
be required to set up the rail-
way line. India will bear the
entire cost.

India is very keen to link
Agartala with Akhaura as it is
an important railway junction
and is connected with
Chittagong seaport as well as
the capital and Sylhet.

The rail link will benefit
India hugely in transporting
goods from the mainland to
its seven sister states, espe-
cially the Tripura state.

BCL men
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took him away and later
brought out a procession in
the area.

Earlier on Sunday, Razon
had assaulted Somoy TV
reporter Abdul Ahad and
cameraman Naoshad Ahmed
during clashes between two
BCL factions on MC College
campus at Tilagar, said the
Additional Commissioner
of Sylhet Metropolitan
Police SM Rokan Uddin.

On that day, Hiron's group
forced out former president
(expelled) Pankaj
Purkayostha's group from the
campus.

Contacted, Rokan Uddin
said police were trying to
arrest Razon and also those
involved in the incidents.

BNP's hartal
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upazilas through a press
release sent to media.

“We were bound to
enforce peaceful hartal
programme as the govern-
ment has banned rallies and
processions,” Dhaka district
unit BNP president Abdul
Mannan, said in the release.

The capital, however,
would remain out of the
hartal purview, the release
also said.

Aman was arrested, along
with over 150 other opposi-
tion leaders and activists,
from the BNP headquarters
on March 11. He was
granted bail in all cases
yvesterday, but police
showed him arrested in
another case while he was
under treatment at the
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University,

Law enforcers picked up
Dewan Salauddin, a former
BNP lawmaker, from Savar
two to three months back.

Meanwhile, BNP Joint
Secretary General Md
Shahjahan and Secretary
General of Doctors
Association of Bangladesh
AZM Zahid Hossain were
rearrested vyesterday after-
noon, soon after they were
freed on bails.

Md Shahjahan was
arrested by the Detective
Branch at the Kashimpur jail
gate soon after he walked
out.

When asked, Jahangir
Alam Matubbar, Deputy
Commissioner DB-South,
could not confirm the
charge against Shahjahan.

Golam Sarwar, officer-in-
charge of Paltan Police
Station, said Aman Ullah
Aman and Zahid Hossain
were rearrested in a case
filed with the capital's
Paltan Police Station in
connection with arson and
vandalism on April 7.

Alim's link to killing testified
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to torch villages and kill
people at Alim's instruction.

Alim, a former member
of late president Ziaur
Rahman's cabinet, was
indicted on 17 charges of
crimes against humanity
and genocide committed
during the nine-month-
long war.

The three-member tribu-
nal, led by Justice Obaidul
Hassan with members
Justice Md Mozibur
Rahman Miah and Judge
Md Shahinur Islam,
recorded Hamid's testi-
mony before adjourning the
proceedings until today
when he is set to face cross-
examination.

During his 10-minute
testimony, 57-year-old
Hamid, who lives at
Sagarpara alias Agarbari in
Joypurhat Sadar now, said
hewas 15to 16in 1971.

Alim had formed the
Peace Committee in
Joypurhat and along with
Jamaat-e-Islami and
Muslim League activists

grabbed the “gadighar”

[business office] of Shaon
Lal Bazla there, the witness
added.

"Razakars [another auxil-
iary force of Pakistani army]
were given training [at the
gadighar] where a Pakistani
army camp was also estab-
lished,” said Hamid, add-
ing, “the Pakistani army and
Razakars used to torch vil-
lages and shoot people to
death at Alim Shaheb'’s
instruction.”

One day Alim, Pakistani
soldiers and Razakars took
11 people to the north of
Baroghati Pond near
Sakidarpara, said Hamid,
adding, “The 11 people's
faces were painted black.”

“At Alim Saheb's instruc-
tion, the army shot the 11
and buried six bodies under
mango trees and five others
under lychee trees on the
southern part of the pond,”
said Hamid.

Four to five months after
liberation, around 150
skeletons were recovered
from the pond, said Hamid,
who later identified Alim at
the courtroom,

Alim's counsel Ahsanul
Huq Hena asked one ques-
tion before the court
adjourned the proceedings
following his time prayer.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
adjourned hearings on the
contempt proceedings it
had initiated against three
Jamaat leaders until May 29
following the defence's time
petition.

On April 21, the court
initiated the contempt
proceedings against the
Jamaat leaders for making
‘provocative and deroga-
tory remarks” about the
tribunal.

The three Jamaat leaders
are acting secretary general
Rafiqul Islam Khan, central
executive council member
Hamidur Rahman Azad,
MP, and Dhaka city unit

assistant secretary general
Selim Uddin.

Of them, Selim Uddin
was arrested following a
warrant of arrest issued by
the tribunal, while Rafiqul
Islam and Hamidur
Rahman are on the run.

Deadly twister kills
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that we will find survivors,”
said Trooper Betsy
Randolph, a spokeswoman
for the Oklahoma Highway
Patrol.

More than 120 people
were being treated at hospi-
tals, including about 50
children.

Search and rescue teams
continued their desperate
efforts at Plaza Towers
Elementary, where the
storm ripped off the
school's roof, knocked
down walls and turned the
playground into a mass of
twisted plastic and metal as
students and teachers hud-
dled in hallways and bath-
rOOInSs.

Oklahoma Governor
Mary Fallin said she
watched up close late
Monday as rescuers tried to
find people in the wreckage
of the school.

"It was massive destruc-
tion last night," Fallin said
in an AP interview Tuesday.
"It was an incredible sight to
see how big the debris field
was and how much destruc-
tion there was. It would be
remarkable for anyone to
survive."

Children from the school
were among the dead, but

several students were pulled
out alive from under a col-
lapsed wall and other heaps
of mangled debris. Rescue
workers passed the survivors
down a human chain of
parents and neighborhood
volunteers. Parents carried
children in their arms to a
triage center in the parking
lot. Some students looked
dazed, others terrified.

Officials were still trying
to account for a handful of
children not found at the
school who may have gone
home early with their par-
ents, Bird said Tuesday.

President Barack Obama
declared a major disaster
and ordered federal aid to
supplement state and local
recovery efforts,

The National Weather
Service issued an initial
finding that the tornado was
an EF-4 on the enhanced
Fujita scale, the second most
powerful type of twister. It
estimated that the twister
was at least half a mile wide.

The Storm Prediction
Center in Norman,
Oklahoma, forecast more
stormy weather Tuesday,
predicting golf ball-sized
hail, powerful winds and
1solated, strong tornadoes

24 1n US

in parts of Texas, Arkansas,
Louisiana and Oklahoma.
The area at risk does not
include Moore.

In video of the storm, the
dark funnel cloud could be
seen marching slowly across
the green landscape. As it
churned through the com-
munity, the twister scattered
shards of wood, awnings
and glass all over the streets.

Monday's powerful tor-
nado loosely followed the
path of a killer twister that
slammed the region with
300 mph winds in May
1999. It was the fourth tor-
nado to hit Moore since
1998. It also came almost
exactly two years after an
enormous twister ripped
through the city of Joplin,
Moore, killing 158 people
and injuring hundreds
more.

That May 22, 2011, tor-
nado was the deadliest in
the United States since
modern tornado record
keeping began in 1950,
according to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. Before
Joplin, the deadliest mod-
ern tornado was June 1953
in Flint, Michigan, when 116
people died.
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DCC polls face
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process may again face legal
complicacy," he told news-
men at his office.

Newaz said it might not be
possible to hold the DCC
polls before the next parlia-
mentary elections due by the
end of the year.

The High Court on May 13
cleared the way for holding
elections to the north and
south DCCs, wvacating its
earlier order that had pre-
vented the EC from holding
the pollsin May last year.

The EC in April last year
had announced to hold the
polls on May 24 of that year.

But this year, as the EC
moved to hold the polls after
the HC had vacated its stay
order, it came face to face with
the LGRD ministry's peculiar
move.

The EC Secretariat on May
9 wrote to the local govern-
ment division of the LGRD
ministry seeking explanation
for the move through which
the areas of Sultanganj had
been included in the DCC
South.

In response, the local
government division
informed the EC that it might
proceed with the plan for
holding the polls without
including the 13 areas in any
ward, said EC sources.

But the EC fearing further

legal complicacy denied
doingso.

"We will again talk to the
LGRD ministry about it,” said
Election Commissioner Shah
Newaz, adding that there was
no problem to hold the polls
to the DCC north. "But we
want to hold the polls forboth
the DCCs together."

The previous EC led by
ATM Shamsul Huda had also
moved to hold the polls on
May 31, 2010. But the govern-
ment did notlet them.

The tenure of the undi-
vided DCC expired on May
14, 2007. But the election
could not be held due to the
state of emergency at that
time.

On November 4, 2011, the
sovernment split the DCC
into two and appointed
administrators to run them by
removing mayor Sadeque
Hossain Khoka, who was
elected in April 2002.

The delay in holding the
polls has sent a message of
uncertainty to mayoral aspi-
rants that whether the election
would be held soon.

A number of mayoral
aspirants told The Daily Star
that the recent "unofficial
ban" on holding meetings
and rallies in the capital had
given them a sense that the

government might not let the
EChold the polls.

China, India
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He also said China was will-
ing to "launch negotiations
on a China-India regional
trading arrangement" but
did not elaborate.

China is India's biggest
trading partner, with two-
way commerce totalling
$67.83 billion in the last
fiscal year to March 2013,
up from $2.1 billion in
2001-02. But India's trade
deficit with its neighbour
soared to $40.77 billion
last year from just $1.08
billion in 2001-02, Indian
figures show.

Li said he wants a "dy-
namic trade balance" as the
neighbours aim to raise two-
way trade to $100 billion by
2015, and said they had
"huge markets with huge
potential".

However, previous
Chinese commitments have
failed to narrow the imbal-
ance.

[n his speech, Li reiterated
China's desire to build trust
with India after both sides
agreed Monday to work
towards settling the long-
running dispute over their
still formally undefined
border.

Ties have been dogged by
mutual suspicion, the legacy
of a brief 1962 border war.
China also views the pres-
ence in India of Tibet's spiri-
tual leader the Dalai Lama,
who campaigns for "genu-
ine autonomy" for his home-
land, as a serious irritant.

Li said China understands
"balanced trade is crucial to
good ties between the

world's two most populous
countries” and that "a

peaceful and stable South
Asia is consistent with
China's development inter-
ests”.

"Only a dynamic trade
balance is a sustainable trade
relationship,” he said.

India is seeking Chinese

participation in its special
manufacturing zones or
SEZs being set up under its
National Manufacturing
Policy, which aims to
sharply increase manufac-
turing to provide jobs for its
growing army of young
people.

The countries yesterday
signed deals to raise Indian
access to China's drugs
market and promote trade
in fish and meat products.

Li was scheduled to travel
later to India's financial hub
Mumbai before heading to
Pakistan and later to
Switzerland and Germany.

Philippines
boosts
military to
resist 'bullies'

AFP, Manila

Philippine President
Benigno Aquino vyesterday
announced a $1.8-billion
military upgrade to help
defend his country's mari-
time territory against "bul-
lies", amid an ever-
worsening dispute with
China.

[n thinly veiled comments
referring to China, Aquino
vowed during a speech to
mark the navy's 115th anni-
versary that the armed forces
would be given the resources
necessary to protect
Philippine sovereignty.

"We have a clear message
to the world: The Philippines
is for Filipinos, and we have
the capability to resist bullies
entering our backyard,”
Aquino told naval chiefs.

Aquino detailed a 75-
billion-peso ($1.82-billion)
military modernisation
programme that gives prior-
ity to upgrading the navy,
which is one of the weakest
in Southeast Asia.
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Violence against Muslims
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Obama repeatedly used the
word "Myanmar" rather
than Burma. The former is
the name introduced during
military rule, and which is
slowly being used more
frequently by US officials as
a courtesy to the reforming
government.

The visit went ahead
despite accusations by
human rights groups that
Myanmar authorities turned
a blind eye or worse to a
wave of deadly attacks
against the Rohingya, who
are not even considered
citizens.

Thein Sein told Obama
that he was committed to
reforms and, in a speech
shortly afterward, said he
wanted to build a "more
inclusive national identity."

"Myanmar people of all

ethnic backgrounds and all
faiths -- Buddhists,
Christians, Muslims,
Hindus and others -- must
feel part of this new national
identity," he said, while
stopping short of directly
mentioning the Rohingya.

"We must end all forms
of discrimination and
ensure not only that
intercommunal violence 1is
brought to a halt, but that all
perpetrators are brought to
justice," he said at Johns
Hopkins University's
School of Advanced
International Studies.

Thein Sein, who took
office as a nominal civilian
in 2011, said that the
reforms he has undertaken
were "unprecedented” and
called for "maximum inter-
national support.”

Thein Sein surprised even

cynics by freeing hundreds
of political prisoners, reach-
ing ceasefires with ethnic
rebel groups, easing censor-
ship and letting long-
detained opposition icon
Aung San Suu Kyi enter
parliament.

The most critical test of
reform will come in 2015,
when Myanmar is sched-
uled to hold elections --
testing whether the military
would truly cede power and
potentially let Nobel laure-
ate Suu Kyi become presi-
dent.

The Obama administra-
tion has already suspended
most sanctions on
Myanmar and was to sign an
agreement for greater dia-
logue on trade, hoping to
show the country tangible

benefits for embracing
reform.

Five coins
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Written history of Australia
only dates back to 1606,
when Dutch explorers
landed in the region, and
researchers from Indiana
University want to find out
how the thousand-year-old
copper coins ended up on
the other side of the Indian
Ocean six centuries earlier.
Lead researcher,
Australian scientist Ian
MclIntosh said the coins were
first discovered by soldier
Maurie [senbergin 1944,
[senberg was stationed on
the Wessel Islands -- an unin-
habited group of islands of
the north coast of Australia --
during World War II and he
found the coins buried
beneath the sand.

In 1979, Isenberg sent
the coins to an Australian
museum and now McIntosh
wants to investigate how
they arrived on the island.

At the same time,
Isenberg found four coins
that came from the Dutch
East India Company, dating
backto 1690.

This discovery supports
claims that Dutch explorers
discovered the island before
Captain James Cook in
1770,

McIntosh and his team
are arranging an expedition
to the region in July,

The coins are thought to
be of African descent and
originated from the former
Kilwa sultanate.

Kilwa used to a trade port

and had links to India in the
13th to 16th century. The
region 1s now a World
Heritage ruin on an island
off Tanzania.

It was originally thought
that Dutch explorers first
'discovered’ Australia in the
1600s.

In 1770, British explorer,
Captain James Cook was the
first European to explore the
eastern coast of Australia
and claimed the country for
the British throne.

McIntosh believes that
the coins may indicate that
there were maritime trading
routes connecting east
Africa, Arabia, India and the

Spice Islands over 1,000
years ago -- much earlier
than first thought.

Tender No. 86/2013

05-06-2013.

AET ET-¢ /2009
GD-2032

Bangladesh Forest Industries Development Corporation

Banashilpa Bhaban

73, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka

RuwaEfel s 99 Te
AT TG AT

Invitation of Tender for Sales of Natural Rubber

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from rubber industries/rubber traders/purchasers for sales of Matural Rubber
produced by BFIDC. Tender schedule, containing details terms & conditions, can be procured from (1) Cashier,
Accounts Division, BFIDC, Head Office, 73, Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka, (2) Office of the General Manager,
BFIDC, Rubber Division, F/12, Chandgaon Residential Area, Chittagong, (3) Office of the General Manager,
BFIDC, Rubber Division, Sreemongal, Moulvibazar and (4) Office of the Divisional Commissioner, Dhaka &
Chittagong respectively on payment of Tk 200/- {two hundred) (non-refundable) in cash during working days il

2.5% of the total quoted value to be submitted as earnest money in form of "DD/Pay-Order" from any scheduled
bank in favour of "BFIDC, Head Office, Dhaka" along with the tender. Tenderers will have to drop their tenders in
the tender box kept in the (1) Office of the Director (Planning & Development), BFIDC, Head Office, 73, Motijheel
Commercial Area, Dhaka, (2) Office of the General Manager, BFIDC, Rubber Division, F/12, Chandgaon
Residential Area, Chittagong, (3) Office of the General Manager, BFIDC, Rubber Division, Sreemongal,
Moulvibazar and (4) Office of the Divisional Commissioner, Dhaka & Chittagong respectively on 06.06.2013 from
9.00am to 12.00 noon & the tender box will be opened at 12.15pm on the same day in presence of the
tendererftenderers (if any) in the respective offices mentioned above,

All rights are reserved by the authority to accept or reject any/all tenders without assigning any reason.

Dated: 19-05-2013

General Manager (Rubber)
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