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Moon rocked
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Environment Office said in a
statement. "It exploded in a
flash nearly 10 times as bright
as anything we've ever seen
before." [The Greatest Lunar
Crashes Ever]

NASA astronomers have
been monitoring the moon
for lunar meteor impacts for
the past eight years, and
haven't seen anything this
powerful before.

Scientists didn't see the
impact occur in real time. It
was only when Ron Suggs, an
analyst at NASA's Marshall
Space Flight Center in
Huntsville, Ala., reviewed a
video of the bright moon
crash recorded by one of the
MOOon Monitorng program's
14-inch telescopes that the
event was discovered.

"It jumped right out at me,
it was so bright," Suggs said.

Scientists deduced the
rock had been roughly 1-
foot-wide (between 0.3 to
0.4 meters) and weighted

about 88 lbs (40 kg).The
explosion it created was as
powerful as 5 tons of TNT,
NASA scientists said.

When researchers looked
back at their records from
March, they found that the
moon meteor might not
have been an isolated event.

"On the night of March
17, NASA and University of
Western Ontario all-sky
cameras picked up an
unusual number of deep-
penetrating meteors right
here on Earth," Cooke said.
“These fireballs were travel-
ing along nearly identical
orbits between Earth and
the asteroid belt."

Though Earth's atmo-
sphere protected our planet's
surface from being hit by
these meteors, the moon has
no such luck. Its lack of an
atmosphere exposes it to all
incoming space rocks, and
the NASA monitoring pro-
gram has spotted more than
300 meteor strikes that

reached its surface since
2005.

Part of the motivation for
the program is NASA's even-
tual intent to send astronauts
back to the moon. When
they arrive, they'll need to
know how often meteors
impact the surface, and
whether certain parts of the
year, coinciding with the
moon's passage through
crowded bits of the solar
system, pose special dan-
gers.

"We'll be keeping an eye
out for signs of a repeat per-
formance next year when the
Earth-Moon system passes
through the same region of
space,” Cooke said. "Mean-
while, our analysis of the
March 17th event contin-
ues.”

The scientists also hope to
use NASA's Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter to
photograph the impact site
to learn more about how the

crash occurred.

Fix law, get benefits
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“There is a lack of clarity in
the law and we cannot, as a
programme, get involved in
monitoring factories and
being seen as resolving
conflicts when, in fact, we
are not empowered to do
that.”

Lejo Sibbel, the
programme's senior design
adviser, told The Daily Star
that some legal reforms
which would increase trans-
parency in the legislature
were imperative.

“We are trying to reduce
the risks as we genuinely
want the programme to be
effective and successful.”

The participation of
Bangladesh in the
programme will be ensured
if the government imple-
ments at least some major
issues tied to workers' free-
dom of association.

“And it should be done in
an environment conducive
to dialogue between
employers and workers,”
Sibbel added.

The ILO's stance under-
lines pressure on
Bangladesh to reform its
labour law, which the gov-
ernment has paid some
heed to.

The cabinet approved a
draft last week to an
amended labour law, which,
among others, is said to give
greater freedom to the for-
mation of trade unions. The
draft is slated to go before
parliament in June.

It stipulates at least 30
percent representation of
workers of a factory for the

formation of a trade union
and workers only within the
factory are eligible for the
position of union leaders.

Trade unions are cur-
rently not allowed at gar-
ment factories, and labour
leaders on Thursday last
week claimed the amend-
ments went against workers
in the apparel industry.

"“Some factories have
upwards of 40,000 workers,
and it would be almost
impossible to assemble that
many workers in one place
to take their consent on
trade union,” said Mojibur
Rahman Bhuiyan, general
secretary of Bangladesh
Mukto Shramik Federation.

"These provisions -- all of
which prevent formation of
unions freely -- go against
ILO Convention 87," said
Bhuiyan, who is also the
vice-chairman of the
Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies, an apex
body of labour unions.

Sibbel said the ILO has
yet to receive a copy of the
amended draft.

Meanwhile, Rees told the
Washington Post that the
Better Work programme, if it
does come to terms with
Bangladesh in the near
future, would likely be able
to monitor only a couple of
hundred factories in its early
years.

"While that could grow
over time, it is a mistake to
see these initiatives as an
alternative to good gover-
nance. There is not an alter-
native to goods laws, well
enforced.”

The programme,

launched in August 2006,
currently monitors some
textile factories in
Cambodia, Indonesia,
Vietnam and elsewhere, the
Washington Post reports.

The Better Work
programme yields three
major benefits: it reduces
the hassles for factory own-
ers of multiple inspections
by international retailers, as
it puts in place a uniform
system of factory inspec-
tions by “enterprise advisers'
hired by ILO.

[t increases capacity
building in the sector
through training factory
managers and workers,
together with brightening
the image of the sector as a
whole as compliance goes
up several notches.

SARABJIT CASE
Pak judge
appeals for
online

submissions

P11, Lahore

A Pakistani judge investigat-
ing the murder of Indian
death row convict Sarabjit
Singh has appealed to Indian
nationals having informa-
tion about the matter to file
written submissions with
relevant documents within
seven days.

Justice Syed Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqgvi of the Lahore
High Court is investigating
the death of Sarabjit follow-
ing a brutal assault by prison-
ers within Kot Lakhpat Jail.

Gecko

recovered,
man held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A man was arrested for
illegal possession of a gecko
in the capital's Kataban
yesterday.

The arrestee, Anwar
Hossain, 53, was roaming
suspiciously with the lizard
around noon.

Seeing this, locals caught
Anwar and handed him over
to the police.

Wildlife Management
and Nature Conservation
Division has filed a case
with the Newmarket Police
Station in this connection.

Contacted, Md Shohel
Rana, inspector at the divi-
sion, said they would release
the gecko in a Gazipur forest
today.

15 editors
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the editor of daily Sangram.

Expressing deep concern
at the ongoing government
actions on the media, they
termed it an alarming threat
to press freedom.

“This type of incidents
will undoubtedly weaken
the foundations of democ-
racy,” said the statement.

The arrest of an editor,
stopping the publication of
a newspaper and the broad-
cast of two TV channels are
sending a negative message
to the world about
Bangladesh's democratic
values, culture, and toler-
ance. The actions were “un-
expected” and "upsetting”,
itadded.

The editors further said,
“As an unavoidable out-
come of these actions, many
journalists will be thrown
into unemployment, which
will not be favourable for
the image of an elected and
democratic government.”

The signatories are:
Mahbulul Alam of the
[ndependent; Golam Sarwar
of Samakal; Mahfuz Anam
of The Daily Star; Motiur
Rahman of Prothom Alo;
Riazuddin Ahmed of News
Today; AMM Bahauddin of
Inqilab; Alamgir
Mohiuddin of Naya
Diganta; Motiur Rahman
Chowdhury of Dainik
Manabjamin; Moazzem
Hossain of Financial
Express; Nurul Kabir of New
Age; Imdadul Hag Milon of
Kaler Kantho; Mostafa
Kamal Majumder of The
Mew Nation; Noim Nizam
of Bangladesh Protidin;
acting editor of daily
Sangbad Moniruzzaman
and Saiful Alam, executive
editor of daily Jugantor.
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MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES

DIRECTORATE OF WORKS & CHIEF ENGINEER (ARMY

INVITATION FOR TENDER

l. | Ministry/Division

Ministry of Defence

2. | Agency Military Engineer Services

3. | Procuring Entity Name DW & CE (Army) Dhaka Cantt

4, | Tender Name Different E/M Works under Works Programme of Bangladesh Army for the
financial year 2012-2013 (As per ser no. 14).

5. | Invitation for Tender No 38 of 2012-2013/E-4 Dated 13 May 2013

6. | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method

7. | Source of Funds GOB.

8. | Tender Publication Date 23 May 2013

9. | Tender Last Selling Date 05 June 2013 upto 1430 hours.

10. | Tender Submission Date & Time

06 June 2013, 1200 hurs.

11. | Tender Opening Date & Time

06 June 2013, 1230 hurs.

12. | Name & Address of the office(s)

Selling Tender Documents

a. Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW & CE (Army) at GE (Army)
Project, Dhaka Cantt.

b. DW & CE (Army), Dhaka Cantt

Receiving Tender Document

Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW & CE (Army) at GE (Army)
Project, Dhaka Cantt.

Opening Tender Document

Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW & CE (Army) at GE (Army)
Project, Dhaka

13. | Eligibility of Tenderer

(a) Contractors enlisted in MES Class ‘C’ & ‘D’ having experience in
doing similar work.

(b) Contractors enlisted in other Govt/Semi-Govt/autonomous organisations|
in similar capacity having necessary security clearance.
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None aware of Rangabali
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Mizanur. He should know,
for he is among 12 people
who have been teaching at
the lone girls' school on the
island for several years.

As we made our way to
the school at the end of
Gabunia village, Mosharrof
Hossain, Hafizul Islam,
Helaluddin and Zakir
Hosain described to us how
their houses, standing
crops, boats and trees had
been damaged by the
cyclone.

Peyara Begum, Hafizur
Rahman's wife, trying to
retrieve her household
goods from underneath the
twisted ruined house, said
the family would have to
start afresh as it had lost
everything it had in the
destruction of the small
tiny tin-roofed house.

The family was yet to go
back to the kitchen since
the cyclone hit, she said.

Besides, Abul Hasnat
Abdullah, union parishad
chairman of Baro-Baishdia
union, said around 5000
people lived on the island,
mostly farmers and fisher-
men by profession.,

"At least 1,800 houses
are totally damaged and
hundreds of others have
been damaged partially,”
he said.

When asked about the
damage to trees, the chair-
man estimated that it
would not be less than
25,000. The broken
branches of trees and fallen
leaves, scattered all across
around the 26 square km
island, were proof, if proof
were needed, of the havoc
wreaked.

And then there was Zakir
Hossain Mridha, the local
union Parishad member.
He joined the other villag-
ers as they pointed out to us
the many signs of devasta-
tion Mahasen had wrought
in Gabunia village.

Mridha was emphatic in
his view. There was, he said,
no casualty this time
around, as almost all the
people had taken refuge at
the cyclone shelter centre
on the island and it was low

tide when the cyclone hit.
The tidal surge could not
make its way to the island
owing to the embankment
around the island.

Memories flooded
Mridha's soul. Aged 60
years, he has been witness to
cyclone Gorky, cyclone Sidr
and also the cyclone of
1991.

In his opinion, Cyclone

Mahasen has been the most
harmful in terms of loss of
property. Mamun Gazi
picked up the thread of the
story. President of the
Nabagram Unnayan
Parishad, a local NGO, Gazi
informed us that yellow
lentils and red lentils were
two of the main crops grown
on the island. Mahasen had
left a trail of devastation all

across the fields given over
to the cultivation of lentils.

“Farmers cultivated len-
tils on over 100 acres of
land, all of which have been
ruined,” said Mamun Gazi.

The cyclone had left the
nets and sea-going boats of
fishermen in a shambles,
sald Gazi.

The reality was not hard
to imagine.

Titas Gas Transmission and Distribution
Company Limited

Corrigendum Notice

Loan No. and Title: ADB Loan No.: 2623-BAN(SF) Natural Gas Access Improvement Project

Contract No. and Title: ICB No. PD.2312/392-ADB(SEIP)/Remote Meter-Design-build, Supply,
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Remote Metering System (with necessary Hardware &
Software) including Procurement, Supply and Installation of 680 Nos. of Turbine Gas Meters

Date: 14-05-2013

(A Company of Petrobangla)

105, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar C/A

Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh

Equipped with EVC on Turn-key Basis.

This is for the information of all concerned that, the following amendments have been made to the IFB and
Bidding Documents of ICB No. PD.2312/392-ADB(SEIP)/Remote Meter dated 21-03-2013;

S| | Bidding As per original bidding document As per corrigendum
No. | document
reference
1. | Section 2 The deadline for bid submission is: The deadline for bid submission is:
ITB Clause 24.1 | Date: 20-5-2013 Date: 20-6-2013
Time: 11.00am Time: 11.00am
2. | Section 2 The deadline for bid submission is: The deadline for bid submission is:
ITB Clause 27.1 | Date: 20-5-2013 Date: 20-6-2013
Time: 11.00am Time: 11.00am
3. | Section 4 G-2500 Will be deleted
Schedule 1,
ltem 1.7
Section 4 G-4000 Will be deleted
Schedule 1,
ltem 1.8
4. | Section 4 Gas Meter Calibration Egquipments | Will be deleted
Schedule 1, including special tools
ltem 26
2. | Section 6 Table of turbine gas meters of different | Table of turbine gas meters of
Clause 1.4.7 rating to be supplied: different rating to be supplied:
Sl No. Meter Units SINo. | Meter Units
Rating Rating
(-4000 2 3 Will be deleted
(G-2500 1 2. Will be deleted
; G-250 248 1. G-250 251
6. | Section6 The Gas Meter shall be calibrated with | The Gas Meter shall be calibrated
Clause atmospheric air and natural gas at near | with atmospheric air at near
2.23.111 operating pressure and shall have | operating pressure and shall have
Sl. No. 9 following performance: following performance:
Rangeability: 20:1 Rangeability: 20:1
Repeatability: £0.1% or Better Repeatability: £0.1% or Better
7. | Section 6 Flow calibration shall be performed for | Flow calibration shall be performed
Clause at least six points and error curve shall | for at least six points and error curve
223111 be obtained. Test medium shall be | shall be obtained. Test medium shall
Sl. No. 20 natural gas. be atmospheric air.

All other terms & conditions of the above bids will remain unchanged and this corrigendum notice will be an

integral part of the bidding document.

Titas/PR-139/2012-13
GD-1989

Project Director
Supply Efficiency Improvement of TGTDCL
Titas Gas Transmission and Distribution Co. Ltd
Telephone: 880-2-8189019
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a. | Provision of Gas supply line including Momenshahi | Taka 2000.00 Tk. 1,75,000.00 06 (Six) a5 T Y oy (9%)B
fittings/fixtures for construction of SM Cantt Months ' '
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