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Fighting greenhouse effect
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ASADULLAH KHAN

NVIRONMENTAL scientists are
now certain that global warm-
ing poses a threat to mankind.
Which means massive climate change
will cause rise in sea levels, chaotic
weather patterns like cyclone and
hurricanes, catastrophic droughts in
some places and torrential rains in
other places -- all caused by small
increase in global temperature.
Climatologists believe that this
warming is mostly the result of human
activity such as burning of fossil fuels.
Because populations, economies and
use of technology are all growing,
global average temperature is expected
to rise by 1 to 3.5 degrees Celsius by
2100. The effect will be complex, vary-
ing considerably from place to place.
Of particular interest are the changes in
regional climate, local weather and
especially extreme events -- record
temperatures, heat waves, very heavy
rainfall or drought -- which will have
staggering effects on populations,
agriculture and ecosystems.
We know what it will take to save the
world from the greenhouse effect;

cutting emission of carbon dioxide.
One would therefore need to shut
down the heater in winter and replace
100 watt bulbs by compact fluorescent
lamps, which could nearly halve
global demand for electricity, accord-
ing to World Watch Institute (WWI). In
affluent countries, people are trading
in the dishwasher and clothes dryer for
a dish drainer and laundry line.

We need commitment and motiva-
tion to avert the disaster that is waiting
in the wings. When we build a house,
we must work out ways to optimise the
use of energy. At the same time we have
to go for using fuel efficient cars,
because for every gallon of petrol con-
sumed, about 4 kg of carbon dioxide
gas get injected into the atmosphere.
We must walk and not drive if we go
short distances, because car exhaust is
a major source of heat-trapping gases
that produce global warming.

In the global perspective, one way to
meet the world's energy needs is to
develop cheaper and cleaner sources.
In India, there has been a boom in
wind energy because the government

Most people agree that conservation is the fastest
and cheapest way to minimise emission of carbon
dioxide until solar and wind power, which emit no
carbon dioxide, are widely available. This calls for
planting trees because trees are the best sinks for
carbon dioxide. Efficiency, conservation practice and
commitment could cut global carbon dioxide emis-
sion to 3 billion tonnes a year from 9.28 billion
tonnes now, said Christopher Flavin, of the World
Watch Institute.

has made it easier for entrepreneurs to
get the necessary technology and has
instructed the national grid to pur-
chase the power that wind systems
produce. Wind is now the world's
fastest growing power source. Experts
say that that wind could provide about
12% of the earth's electricity within
just a decade from now.

More than a decade ago, Denmark
told utilities to purchase any available
renewable energy and pay a premium
price. Today, the country gets 18% of
its electricity from wind. Germany and
Spain have offered incentives for
renewable sources. Europe today
accounts for 70% of the world's wind
power.

In Japan hundreds and thousands
of households have installed solar roof
panels since the government offered
generous subsidies in 1994,
Consequently, Japan has displaced the
LIS as the leading manufacturer of
photovoltaic. India established a fund
that has lent $1.1 billion to alternative
energy projects. The country is now the
world's fifth largest generator of wind

and solar power.

Other technologies can work their
own miracles. Micro-hydroelectric
plants are already operating in many
countries. The systems divert water
from streams and rivers and use it to
run turbines without complex dams
and catchment areas. Each plant can
produce as much as 200 KW -- enough
to electrity 200 to 500 homes -- and
lasts for about 20 years.

Along with the efforts to develop
alternatives, every individual has to
shun energy profligacy in tday-to-day
work. We must turn computers off
when not in use. We must switch off
the lights and fans when the office
closes down and especially the lights
while sleeping. We must use public
transport to go to office or markets

is going to be a scarce commodity if we
haven't learnt to conserve it now.
Moreover, offices, business houses
and homes are indulging in energy
profligacy with indiscriminate use of
air conditioners, which use hydro
chlorofluorocarbons (HCFC) as the
cooling fluid. This causes ozone deple-
tion. Moreover, HCFCs release carbon
dioxide when the generators are run to
produce electricity. A model patented
in the recent past by Albers
Technologies Corp. of Arizona in the
US cools air to 54 degrees Fahrenheit,
dehumidifies it and removes contami-
nants. Most importantly, it uses water,
not HCFCs, as coolant and draws half
the electricity in conventional units.
Scientists are concerned because the
will to forestall the greenhouse effect is

The Greenhouse Effect

instead of using car.

While doing house hold chores or
farm activities, we must use either sprin-
klers or drip irrigation services for water-
ing gardens, lawns or crop fields. Water

yet to take root in people all over the
world. Even in America surveys have
shown that only about one fifth of the
Americans questioned would keep
homes warmer in summer and chillier

in winter to help the environment.

We have got to take concrete actions
because the World Resource Institute
(WRI) revealed new data that suggest
the greenhouse threat is more serious
than has been realised. About fifty
million acres of tropical forests are
disappearing every year, said WRIL
Deforestation is second only to burn-
ing of fossil fuels as a source of carbon
dioxide.

Most people agree that conserva-
tion is the fastest and cheapest way to
minimise emission of carbon dioxide
until solar and wind power, which
emit no carbon dioxide, are widely
available. This calls for planting trees
because trees are the best sinks for
carbon dioxide. Efficiency, conserva-
tion practice and commitment could
cut global carbon dioxide emission to
3 billion tonnes a year from 9.28 bil-
lion tonnes now, said Christopher
Flavin, of the World Watch Institute
(WWI).

All countries can meet their energy
needs without fouling the environ-
ment. “But that won't happen,” asserts
Thomas Johansson, an adviser to the
United Nations Development
Programme, “without the political will
of the governments of the countries
involved.” To begin with huge govern-
ment subsidies for fossil fuels must be
dismantled to level the playing field
for renewables. Policy makers must
factor in the price of pollution; for
example, coal plants are more expen-
sive than renewable power. Factoring
in all the disasters like cyclone, hurri-
canes, tsunami, flood and drought,
renewable energy is necessary for the
assurance of life on earth.

THE WRITER IS A COLUMNIST OF THE DAILY STAR.
E-MAIL: AUKHANDE({@ GMAIL.COM

Social safety net
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HY do the governments use social safety net

programmes? Someone very humanistic will say

that it is to help the poorest and marginalised
survive, others may say that it is to improve the standard of
life of this group, and many will claim that it is to help those
who are not involved with the capital market so that they
can be connected with the market by being consumers or
producers. However, in whatever way we define the objec-
tive, the implication is that it is a kind of public expenditure
for the most vulnerable people of a state so that they can
live in a better way.

So, the objective is very generous indeed. But when we
see that these safety net programmes are becoming the
means of doing business, corruption, and politics by some
local government people, they lose their merit. The right
people are not getting the benefits from social safety net
programme due to massive corruption in targeting. Some
pessimistic people say that those in the local government
are the primary beneficiaries of safety net programmes.
These impressions have multi-faceted implications in
strengthening the local government systerm as well.

However, the point is that we need proper targeting for
social safety net programmes and, at the same time, we
want to see that our local government system is stronger,
transparent, efficient and pro-poor. Can there be one solu-
tion to both of these problems? The mixture of community-
based targeting strategy and use of technology can be such a
solution,

By using community-based targeting, according to the
World Bank (2000), we can get the benefits from utilising
local and real information and from incorporating local
notions of deprivation. It will also minimise the possibil-
ity of programme capture by local elites. So, at first, with
the facilitation of the union parishad, community-based
participatory targeting can be done at the local level and
the list of beneficiaries can be sent to the concerned
department or ministry which will manage these
programimes.

Ninety eight safety net programmes being implemented
with different ministries lack coordination. So, first of all,
we can establish a single ministry or a separate department
under the finance ministry for dealing with the safety net
programmes, and the number of the programmes can also
be reduced significantly. Establishing one ministry or
department for dealing with the welfare of these people
(17% of the total population is extreme poor) with 15-20%
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With the digitised system,
policy formulation for these
people will be easier for the
government as well. The
strategy of community-based
targeting for safety net will
not affect the empowerment
of the local government and
the digital application will
minimise the error in target-
ing, thus safety net will be
accessible for the appropriate
people.

of the total budget is not irrational.

The union parishad can send the nomination electroni-
cally by putting the data through software developed to
capture and analyse the data. This data will be put in line
with some specific indicators which are pre-set to assess
centrally and electronically whether that particular appli-
cant is eligible or not. The indicators will have some logical
connections among themselves and also specific weight for
each. Based on the logical connection and specific weight of
the inserted data, the software will be able to select individ-
ual beneficiaries objectively and, at the same time, it will fix
the programme under which funds for the eligible person
can be allocated.

Once the nomination from the union parishad is done, a
central dataset and Management Information System
(MIS) will be prepared automatically, with the help of
which government or the concerned ministry/department
will be able to target the most vulnerable and eligible peo-
ple for safety net programmes as the software will, within a
moment, filter the eligible people -- the bottom five, ten or
fifteen per cent.
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This selection process will have minimum error and with
the application of this system no area specific targeting will
need to be done. For example, one union of Satkhira may
have double the allocation of a union of Sylhet as more
eligible applications may be received from Satkhira than
from Sylhet. So, union-wise fund allocation by the ministry
will vary based on the actual demand of the people in one
particular area, and coordinating and monitoring by the
ministry/department will be very easy.

Now let us see how this system can help the local gov-
ernment system be stronger, transparent, efficient and
pro-poor. Collecting and distributing safety net cards
seem to be the only task of the union parishads, at least
my recent observation and visit to a number of union
parishads and local government people shows so. These
cards are at the centre of all their business but, unfortu-
nately, many of them have forgotten that they have some
other responsibilities apart from this. The safety net card
allocation is one of the major reasons for the UP leaders
being corrupt. Once the primary selection is done in a
participatory way and the final one is done digitally and
centrally, the local government will be free from corrup-
tion to a great extent.

Apart from this, the UP leaders will have more time to
concentrate on other important responsibilities like
increasing the income of the government, especially from
collecting tax; settling disputes; promoting collaborative
actions in the communities and so forth, which will eventu-
ally benefit the society in general.

Again, there is a conception in the society and allegation
against the UP leaders that they earn illegally, especially
while allocating the safety net cards, which is embarrassing
for the honest ones who are many in number. So with this
approach, these honest people will not be embarrassed and
the UPs will be free from this type of allegation, which will
encourage good and honest people to be involved with the
UPs.

With the digitised system, policy formulation for these
people will be easier for the government as well. The strat-
egy of community-based targeting for safety net will not
affect the empowerment of the local government and the
digital application will minimise the error in targeting, thus
safety net will be accessible for the appropriate people.
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M ury fixate on

Vittachi, the West

HREE dead in Boston equals hundreds dead

elsewhere. Many People noticed that the interna-

tional media was shockingly selective in its news
coverage this month. This columnist knows the mindset
of foreign correspondents intimately, so here's an exclu-
sive interview on the subject that just took place in a dark
corner of my imagination.

(Q: Hundreds of people were killed recently in tragic
bombings and earthquakes, particularly in Asia. Why did
the global media focus on the tiniest of these events, just
three dead in Boston?

A: Because Boston is in the United States, which
covers most of the world's surface. Asia is a tiny place on
the dark side of the earth, far away from where most
people live.

(Q: No, actually, I think you'll find the majority of the
world's population lives in Asia.

A: Get real! We've seen pictures on holiday book-
ing websites. Asia is mostly empty beaches.

(Q: Last week you printed an article about space voy-
ages to Mars. That's further away than Asia.

A: Total bull. Mars is in America. It's a reddish dot
in the US night sky.

(Q: Anyway, doesn't the international media claim to
deliver world news, not just Western news?

A: We do! But you people die in war zones every
day. The difference is that Boston was a peaceful town hit
by sudden tragedy.

(): The hundreds who died in China and Pakistan
the same week were in peaceful towns hit by sudden
tragedy.

A: Look, it's a technical, journalistic thing. Boston
had more "news value” than the other stories.

(Q: You mean the secret rule that one white person is
equivalent to 30 non-whites?

A: That is SO not true! It's at least 50 non-whites.
Anyway, I'm going to have to end this and get back to
work. There's a MEGA international news story breaking.

(Q: Right, the earthquake that just hit Southeast Asian
waters.

A: No, I said MEGA. A group of celebrities have just
hit a California beach in bikinis to show they have
regained their pre-baby bods.

Q: Wow! I'll clear the front page. Cancel the earth-
quake!

by Mort Walker
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WHEN YOU PRESS THE
BUTTON, IT TELLS YOU

WHERE THE NEAREST
BATHROOM IS

QUOTABLE
Quotes

Mahatma Gandhi

"Freedom 1s not
worth having if
1t does not con-

note freedom to
err. It passes my
comprehension

how human

WANT TO TRY THEM
AND SEE HOW THEY
FEEL, SON ?

beings, be they
ever SO experi-
enced and able,

can delight in

depriving other
human beings
of that precious
right."




