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13-points and the Constitution

SHAKHAWAT LITON
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few lakh Islamists gathered in

the capital on April 6 in a clear

demonstration of their
strength and issued an ultimatum to
the government to meet their 13-
point demands within a month. At
that time they were peaceful.
However, they announced that they
would lay siege to Dhaka on May 5 if
their demands were not fulfilled
within a month. They also enforced a
countrywide dawn-to-dusk hartal on
April 8 in protest against obstruction
to their long march.

But when they returned after a
month on May 5 the situation was
changed. Many of them turned vio-
lent, unleashing terror in the capital
and causing death of more than 20
people. In a clear breach of the prom-
ise they made to Dhaka
Metropolitan Police to end the rally
at Shapla Chattar before evening,
they suddenly decided not to leave
the venue. Instead, they said they
would sit-in at Shapla Chattar until
their demands were met.

The prevailing situation forced the
government to use law enforcers to
drive them away from Shapla Chattar.
[n the face of police actions, they left
in the early hours of May 6. But the
next day they locked in clashes with
law enforcers in Narayanganj and
Chittagong, leaving 27 people dead.

What did Hefajat seek to realise
through violence? They want to
mount pressure on the government to
have their 13-point demands fulfilled.

Hefajat-e Islam's 13-point
demand, as per a review done by the
law ministry in April, violates about a
dozen articles of the Constitution, the
supreme law of the country. If the
government accepts the Islamist
group's demands, the country's
Constitution will need to be re-
written, largely discarding the high
ideals and spirits of Bangladesh's
Liberation Warof 1971.

What could be the new look of the
Constitution if the Islamists'
demands are fulfilled?

Secularism, one the four funda-
mental state principles and one of the
four high ideals of the Liberation War,
will have to be deleted from the
Constitution to restore the phrase
“Absolute trust and faith in Almighty
Allah” in the Constitution.

Secularism means the state will not
give political recognition to any par-
ticular religion and people will have

full freedom to profess, practice or
propagate their own religion.
Secularism does not stand against
any religion.

Our Constitution includes secular-
ism as the principle of separation of
government institutions, and the
persons mandated to represent the
state, from religious institutions and
religious dignitaries.

To uphold secularism and freedom
of religion, the Constitution has stip-
ulated procedures for the elimination
of communalism in all its forms. But
this constitutional procedure must
be deleted along with secularism
from the Constitution if Hefajat's
demands are met.

The preamble of the country's
Constitution will no more be consid-
ered as the pole star as it will lose its
spirit and significance to honour
Hefajat's demands. As per the pream-
ble, the high ideals of nationalism,
socialism, democracy and secular-
ism inspired our heroic people to
dedicate themselves to, and our
brave martyrs to sacrifice their lives
in, the national liberation struggle.

What can be the new high ideals to
replace the present high ideals if
Hefajat's demands are met? Of course,
Hefajat men do not like the high
ideals, including secularism. So they
will rewrite the preamble as per their
agenda! Will they say that our heroic
people dedicated themselves in 1971
for the sake of religion?

Similarly, the fundamental aim of
the state must be changed as Hefajat
men, of course, do not like the present
aims enshrined in the preamble of the
Constitution.

The preamble now says it shall be a
fundamental aim of the state to realise
through the democratic process a
socialist society free from exploita-
tion, a society in which the rule of
law, fundamental human rights and
freedom, equality and jus-
tice—political, economic and
social—will be secured for all citi-
zens. So, can one guess what could
be the new fundamental aim of the
state as per Hefajat's agenda?

Hefajatis do not believe in women
empowerment and welfare. So, their
demand is that the present constitu-
tional provision which ensures equal
opportunity for women alongside
men must be deleted.

The constitutional provision
against discrimination on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex or place of

STRATEGIC ISSUES

OP-ED

@he Baily Star 7

ACRDED 28 Lirument & Wriier 0 Wy Dack
1 e largets Kirgs- when
4 A-F 30 Secomd Iy 12 Vary
SO el:igtely 3 Mocket angry
birth needs to be repealed to meet ton 33 Lawin. stage 14 Feeved
Hefajat's demands. If so, women shall 7 Show- timming 4 Make 15 "Help!”
not have equal rights with men in all PO naols pigtakis 19 Adver-
spheres of the state and of public life sample 36 Blazing A hAHitary SEY
and any citizen may be subject to § Sag 37 Cheer s[gstix 28 Crafly
discrimination on grounds of reli- 184 Senind STe B Duteh B¢ Deone
gion, race, caste, sex or place of birth as portion 38 Cobbler's vitage cavities
she/he will have no protection if 11 Patar supply 7 "Payeh™ 22 Colles
Hefajat's demands are fulfilled. of Patar, 38 A rate acior Hil shiop

The constitution will no more ask Patil ane R 8 “The stders

the state for protection against disfig- v b i

ary 40 Type fimes 23 New
urement, damage or removal of 13 Fairy 1ai ) 4 i
monuments, objects or places of Y ${:?;U&f53$ =y ,Exmﬂ =
special artistic or historical impor- foctwesy 41 Tit Hie A”; mbﬁr
tance or interest. The current consti- 16 " the tor {.‘:hangsrf" 24 E_ﬂﬂm" 30
tutional provision in this regard rnpars it wigsl A
must be repealed to meet Hefajat's o 3 Heauli- 25 Small 41
demands. And the government must 17 Frogs’ kin BOWN fudly barrel
destroy the country's Shaheed 18 Also 1 Fragrant maging- 26 Heaps S ——
Minars, national monuments, sculp- 19 Fiower- WO {hve 28 Song of CRYPTOQUIP
tures at intersections, colleges and leas plant David
universities as Hefajat men do not 20 Parches  Soiulion tme: 21 mins, a5 o, H FDYDBSPX FDOPHIDG H'AD
like those at all. 21 Warship if ; 5 f: 2 E ﬁl {; naclat

NOE GOy that. iNe BOVEIMMENt | 24 Nofing  [miewid] A 30leaver ZOADG ER ZL KOBX YHSFEZ
needs to enact a law with a provision 56 Pihow TTEREDE [ S ing
fof caplial punishment for malign- counter- - e RDDPZ LADF SHKD SNOS
ing Allah, Islam and Prophet nart ] At Take
Muhammad (pbuh) and smear for 26 Hardly seraps 5 NOAD ‘7S OLE PHOD
g -1 ' a1 -1 A r ; i £ 7 . A : 7
afnlstis said the “;1‘;:3;:;11"13 aw brawny LPIE| 32 Employ Yesterdays Cryptoguip: PARTICULAR CLASS
adequate to ensure punishment for 27 And _ ;ggﬂ 34 — gin OF FISH THAT PEOPLE CONSIDER THE DREGS
this offence. Hefajat men do not care S OR R S ez O {}C&*#N S{?CIPI X: f:ﬂ:; ?1?-?&‘%"% H{}ﬁ{iﬁk.
whether other Muslim countries (ABDE) Yesleniay.s anuwer. 43, 29 Znttealy Today’s Cryptoguip Cloer A eguals ¥
have such a law or not. The law min-
istry says only one or two Muslim BEETLE BAILY by Mort Walker
countries have such legal provisions.

So, it is now clear thal Hefajat-e- , YOUR JOB 18 TO i [ MY SERGEANT Wi-thTﬁ A-EZZA ,
WA WA 15 20 B 0L il eyl OBEY MY ORDERS,NOT | | | WITH A BANANA, STRAWBERRY sty
What will be the fate of Bangladesh if m5TUP|ﬂ. QUESTION THE_.J:.\ %3_ AND WHIPPED CREAH& TOPPING STUPIP.
Hefajat's agenda is implemented? | == - 5 1 | P1Z2ZA
The constitution speaks for a pro- | EF 22 £ Gy
gressive and advanced society £ o I
whereas Hefajat is demanding the é 7, @
opposite. f;f' -

It is sure Bangladesh will not turn :
into a medieval state by fulfilling '

Hefajat's 13-point demands as per e -
their deadline. But the Islamist force sl o / (‘1
has already gathered enough strength 2 [ "5
to create unrest in the country in the
days to come. Perverted political HENRY by Don Tranchte
culture has been encouraging them to e
go ahead with the 13-point demands.
Now, the major political parties, par- g
ticularly the Awami League and BNP, z
must reassess their perverted political 55
strategy and decide unequivocally EF)
how they will stand by our EE
Constitution to resist any ploy to 23
transform Bangladesh into a medieval 5
state. a‘

THE WRITER 1S SENIOR REPORTER, THE

DAILY STAR.

Pakistan decides

MAHMOOD HASAN

IGHTY six million voters went to polls

to elect the National Assembly of

Pakistan on May 11. All interest was
focused on Pakistan to see whether the elec-
tions could be held at all and who wins.

Results from 267 constituencies show that
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
was leading with 132 seats. Amazingly, crick-
eter Imran Khan's new party Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) is in second position with 35 seats. PPP
has, so far, won only 32 seats.

Pakistan's National Assembly has 342 seats
of which 272 are directly elected. The
remaining 70 seats for women and non-
Muslims are allocated to the parties based on
their performance. Thus, to win absolute
majority PML-N will need 137 seats.

ister of Pakistan for the third time after 14
years. Opinion polls suggest PML-N will get
support from independent members to
achieve absolute majority and lead the govern-
ment. To recall, it was under Nawaz Sharif that
Pakistan emerged as a Nuclear- Weapon-State in
May 1998. Later, in a dramatic chain of events,
Sharif was ousted in October 1999 in a coup led
by General Pervez Musharraf. Sharif was tried
for treason and jailed, but was released and
exiled to Saudi Arabia in December 2000. He
returned in 2007 and his party contested the
2008 elections.

The Bhutto-Zardari family dominated
centre-left Pakistan People's Party (PPP) led
by Raja Pervaiz Ashraf completed its five-year
mandate last March. A caretaker government
led by Mir Hazar Khan Khoso was inducted on
March 25 to oversee the elections.

Pervasive corruption, rise of fundamental-
ism, Taliban related terrorism, inept han-
dling of Osama bin Laden's killing, US drone
attacks in FATA, economic doldrums, ate into
the credibility of the Zardari supervised PPP-
government.

What is startling is the rise of Imran Khan's
centrist PTI. Khan put up a spirited fight and
is likely to lead the opposition. His meteoric
rise can be explained by his claim to a "new
style of politics,” where he calls for a massive
“overhaul of status quo politics” and "VIP cul-
ture” of politics in Pakistan.

The most pitiful episode was the banning of
Musharrraf's attempt to get into politics. He
returned to Pakistan after long self-exile in
London only to be hounded by the vindictive
judiciary. Was it not Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry who was driven out by

Will Nawaz Sharif be a game changer?

SMRLUTIL § PATTANAIK

HE 2013 elections in Pakistan, historic in

more than one sense, have thrown up

interesting results. Though many had
predicted the victory of Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz, PML-N), but it surpassed many expecta-
tions and estimates as it performed extremely
well both in the National Assembly and
Provincial Assemblies in spite of the challenge of
so-called PTI (Pakistan Tehreek Insaf) tsunami. It
was expected that the PTI which campaigned
very hard and promised 'Naya Pakistan' would
make a dent into PML-N constituency. The voters
turnout according to some estimate was sixty
percent which may have helped the PTI in gain-
ing more than thirty seats in the National
Assembly for the first time. It has emerged as the
third political force after the PML-N and the
Pakistan's Peoples Party (PPP). The vote also
attested that voters exercised their mandate and
voted out a government that was labeled as cor-
rupt, inefficient and with an unenviable eco-
nomic performance.

The election results also reiterated the
regional roots of the National political parties.
For example while the PML emerged as a major-
ity party in Punjab Provincial Assembly for a
successive second term, the PPP in spite of anti-
incumbency factor, retained its seat in the rural
Sindh and the MQM also won majority of seats
in urban Sindh. The PTI though a new actor
which was perceived as having a stronghold in
Khyber Pakhtukhwa (KP) emerged as having the
largest number of seats. The Jamaat-ul-Ulema-

Clearly, Nawaz Sharif (63), leader of cen-
tre-right PML-N is set to become prime min-

Fazlur (JUI-F) also managed around 12 seats in
KP and Federally Administered Tribal Area
(FATA) region. The Balochistan province was a
surprise as the results are mixed with the Balochi
nationalist bagging around 10 seats. The only
unfortunate casualty in this election is the
Awami National Party (ANP) whose workers
were targeted by the TTP in the last five years.
Significantly, Imran Khan lost his seat in Lahore
where his first rally in Minar-e-Sharif in 2010
drew largely youths that gave credence to the
tsunami theory. However, this also makes it clear
that Punjab remains the PML-N bastion of
power.

Nawaz Sharif is all set to become Prime
Minister for the third time. His first two terms
were cut short by extra-constitutional interven-
tions in 1993 and 1999. There will be seven
major challenges for Sharif. The most immediate
issues that would draw his attention are first
addressing the incessant cycle of violence in
Karachi, second resolving the long pending
Baloch grievances; third improving the lackluster
economy, fourth, dealing with internal security
challenges poised by the TTP perpetrated terror-
istn and suicide attacks across the country,
which, a month back had also proposed his
name as one of the mediators in any peace dia-
logue with the government, fifthly his promises
to seek 6 per cent growth will depend on peace in
Pakistan's commercial capital and creating a
enabling environment for foreign investment;
sixthly; the broad context of war on terror that
will bring into focus Pakistan's relations with the

PPP lost the elections miserably. The rea-
sons for their debacle i1s not far to seek.

Musharraf from his position in November
20077 Musharraf's "All Pakistan Muslim

United States which includes the controversial
drone attacks and finally the transition in
Afghanistan and its implications to larger ques-
tion of stability in the tribal areas.

Whatever will be Nawaz's approach to the US
terrorism and drone attacks, he would certainly
need the help of Imran Khan whose party is all
set to form the government in KP. In this equa-
tion, the army will be a major player as it is a
major stakeholder in the above-mentioned
issues. Sharif, who at one point of time was a
protégé of the establishment, also needs to win
the confidence of army to fight terrorism at
home, mend its relations with India and to chart
a new path with the US in the war on terror. Civil-
Military relations would remain a crucial issue
for both political stability and internal peace. He
would also need the cooperation from the PPP,
which still has a majority in the Senate,

In the next one year, Nawaz Sharif will take
major decisions where Pakistan will see a new
President, a new army Chief and a new Chief
Justice. All these institutions will play important
role in shaping the future of democracy in
Pakistan. Nawaz Sharif role as a game changer
will depend on how he fares on his promise of
provincial harmony, provincial autonomy and
carries the Army along to deal with the funda-
mental challenge of terrorism that will impinge
on Pakistan's policy towards US, Afghanistan
and India.
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League” met a dead-end when the High Court in
Peshawar banned him from politics for life.

Now, with an unforgiving Nawaz Sharif coming
back to power, Musharraf is indeed “In the Line
of Fire."

Sharif's win has been welcomed by
Manmohan Singh. Nawaz Sharif's platter will
be full. He has to deal with militancy, the
restless generals, Nato withdrawal from
Afghanistan, revitalising the economy, curbing
corruption to restore credibility of the govern-
ment, and above all restoring ties with US and
India.

Despite all the violence democracy seems to
be taking roots. The caretaker government
supervised credible election and peaceful
transfer of power is a significant achievement
for nuclear-armed Pakistan.
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