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4 fruits of foreign varieties to
earn forex, meet local damand

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh

Bangladesh Agricultural
University (BAU) Germ
Plasm Centre, second largest
fruit repository in the world,
has a great potentiality of
developing fruits of foreign
varieties, enriched with

nutritional value.
One of the largest such

repository can be seen in
Miami, USA, according to
researchers here.

In recent years, the BAU
centre has released four new
varieties of foreign fruits for
the farmers. These varieties -
- Santol from Thailand,
Rambutan from Indonesia,
Dragon Fruit from Vietnam
and Persimon from Japan --
have added extra attractions

to the huge garden.
The centre now draws the

attention of a large number
of local and foreign visitors.
The scientists hope that
these four foreign varieties
of fruits will soon be com-
mercially cultivated in the

country.
Rambutan, a South-East

Asian fruit, (grown mostly
in Malaysia, the Philippines
and Thailand) has huge
demand all over the world
and it will be the main fruit
item for export to those
three countries, sources
said.

These four foreign variet-
ies are harvested between
May and November when
local fruits are rarely avail-

ablein the market.
The demand for the for-

eign variety fruitsis also high
in the capital city and district
towns as well, said Prof. Dr.
Md. Abdur Rahim, director

ofthe centre.
“Ourrich soilis perfect for

cultivation of these varieties
lo ease pressure on

imported fruits,” he said.
“To meet local nutritional

demand and earn foreign
exchange, the production of
these fruits could be of great
help,” the director went on.
The centre collected the
four foreign varieties in 1999
and started producing sap-
lingsin 2007, said Dr. Rahim.
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Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) scientists have distributed saplings of four foreign fruits, from left clockwise,
dragon fruit, santol, persimmon and rambutan — to farmers for their cultivation in the country.

It has also produced
10,000 saplings of the variet-
ies and most of them have
been given to the farmers
through distribution chan-

nelssince 2007, he added.
The Dragon Flower has

become popular, especially
among the farmers of
Chittagong and Mongla
areas, as it also grows well in
saline soil.

The centre started its
journey with 74 fruit trees
of 10 varieties in 1991. It is
now furnished with over
11,000 fruit tress of 700
varieties, including 50
foreign varieties from 44
countries of the world. Dr.
Rahim was appointed as an
'investigator' at the centre
at its inception, sources
said.

Nearly extinct 63 variet-
ies like boichi, dumur, dewa,
paniwala, betul, gaab,
chalta and arboroi has also
given the germ plasm cen-
tre further variation. Over,
10,000 farmers of different
districts have been trained
on country and foreign
varieties of fruits since

2007, they said.
Dr. Md. Shamsul Alam

Mithu, Senior Research
Associate, said that if the
foreign varieties are
enriched properly and culti-
vated widely, fruits will be
available round the year to
meet up the nutritional

demand.
The centre needs ade-

quate financial support
from the government for
more research work, he said.
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Visually impaired candidates appear at yesterday's HSC examination at Pabna Government
Women's College centre with the help of persons writing the answer scripts from dictation.

Defeating the barriers
of visual impairment

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Visually impaired since birth, four under-
privileged youths are attending the ongoing
HSC examinations at Pabna Government
Women's College centre as private candi-
dates, thanks to their determination and
initiative of humanitarian organisation

Manob Kalyan Trust.

The four examinees are Shaheb Ali of
Char Malshapara village in Sirajganj,
Moniruzzaman of Brammanpara village in
Narshindi, Md Monsur Ali of Rajabari village
in Godagari of Rajshahi and Alhaz Uddin of
Kuthibari village in Khoksha of Kushtia.

"With special permission from the educa-
tion board they are appearing at the exami-
nations, being aided by persons who write
answer scripts as per dictation. A special
room has been allotted for them,” said Md
Shafikul Islam, acting principal of Pabna

Kalyan Trust.

GovernmentWomen's College.
Shaheb Ali passed the SSC in 1999,

Moniruzzaman and Md Monsur Ali in 2008
and Alhaz Uddin in 2011 but they discontin-
ued study due to family hardship, said Prof
Md Abul Hossain, chairman of Manob

"In last year our organisation arranged

their boarding and facilities for resumption

examinees.

of study here. And we have succeeded in
helping them appear at this year's HSC
examinations with private registration. We
are hopeful about their good results and

successin life,” he said.
“I had to discontinue study in 1999 due to

poverty but now I am attending the HSC with
good preparation. [ have a dream to be a
lawyer,” said Md Shaheb Ali, one of the four

The three others also expressed their
vision of success through education.

RANGPUR DIVISION

ACC files charge
sheets in 8 cases

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Anti-Corruption Commission
(ACC) here submitted charge
sheets in eight cases filed
against 15 people of different
government offices on charge
of embezzlement of funds and
foodgrains in three districts
under Rangpurdivision.

At a press briefing on
Monday noon at Rangpur ACC
office, the officials said, three
Rangpur Sugar Mills Limited
officials at Mahimaganj under
Gobindaganj upazila of
Gaibandha district embezzled
Tk 1,32,13,225 from the mill in
sixyears.

Siddique Ali, former
manager (admin) lodged a
case in this connection with

ACCon 14 July, 2010.
After investigation, Nur-

e-Alam, assistant director at
ACC Rangpur office, how-
ever, found that Md.
Abdullah, assistant accounts
officer, Abul Foyez, former
manager and deputy general
manager and Rafiqul Islam,
former accounts assistant of
the sugar mill embezzled Tk

1,25,51,685 from the mill.
ACC submitted charge

sheet in six cases against
them with the Chief Judicial
Magistrate Court in

Gaibandhaon 15 April 2013.
In Kurigram, AKM Aminur

I[slam, education officer of
Kurigram Sadar upazila,
lodged a case on July 7, 2011
with ACC Rangpur office
against Maidul Islam Shuvo,
Abu Salek, Md. Adit Rochi, Md.
Asaduddaula, assistant teach-
ers of Goalpuri Government

Primary School in Kurigram
Sadar upazila, Lal Mian, MLSS
of the same school, Abul
Hossain, an officer of Sonali
Bank Kurigram branch and

Rezaul Karim, another officer
ofthesame bank.
Inthe case, he said, the six

people at first took away

nine cheques from his office
in absence of him and drew
Tk 13,13,691 with the help of
Abul Hossain and Rezaul
Karim, two officers of Sonali
Bank Kurigram branch and

embezzled the amount.
After investigation, the
ACC submitted charge sheet

against themon4 April, 2013.
At Gangachhara, 5 metric

tonnes of foodgrains of Food
for Work project were
embezzled at Alambiditar
union under Gangachhara
upazilain Rangpur district.

Later, Md. Zahirul Huda,
deputy director of ACC Rangpur
office, lodged a case against
seven people including the
upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) of
Gangachharaon27July,2011.

After thorough investiga-
tion, Zahirul Huda submit-
ted the charge sheet on May
5 against six people drop-
ping Abu Nochor Md.
Abdullah, former UNO of
Gangachhara upazila.

The charge sheeted
accused are AKM Mizanur
Rahman, former project
implementation officer (PI1O)
of Gangachhara Sadar
upazila, Asgar Ali, president of
the project, Mahatab Uddin,
secretary of the project, Safar
Uddin, Abul Kashem and
Monwara Begum, members
ofthe project committee.

BGB member,
2 policemen
buried

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A member of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), killedina
clash with Hefajat-e Islam
activists at Kanchpur in
Narayanganj district on
Monday, was laid to rest at a
graveyard in Tangail yester-
day afternoon, reports our

correspondent.
Earlier, the body of nayek

subedar Shah Alam, 51, was
taken to Kumudini Hospital
ground in Mirzapur upazila
by a helicopter at around
11:00am after holding his
first namaz-e-janaja at the

BGB headquarters in Dhaka.
He was then buried at

Shovulla graveyard with
state honour, said family
members.

Among others, local
lawmaker Ekabbar Hossain

and UNO Afroza Akter

Chowdhury, were present.
Shah Alam, who joined

BGBin 1981, leftasonand a
daughter to mourn his
death.

In Gopalganj, the namaz-

e-janaza of two policemen,
killed in a clash with Hefajat
at the same place, were held
at Police Lines ground

Monday night.
The deceased are nayek

Feroj Ahmed Khan of
Faridpur district and consta-
ble Mohammad Zakaria of
Gopalganj, reports a corre-

spondent.
Among others, deputy

commissioner Md Khalilur
Rahman, police superinten-
dent Md Mizanur Rahman,
ASP Md Asraful Azim and
officer in-charge of Sadar
police station Zakir Hossain,
were present at the janaja on

Monday night.
The duo were laid to rest

at their family graveyards
yesterday morning.

Man killed by
his son

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

A man waskilled allegedly by
his son at Uttar Kholeya-
Hajipara village in
Gangachara upazila yester-
day.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Abdul Hanif, 55. He

wasadaylabourer.,
Police and locals said

Hanif rebuked his second
wife Rabeya Khatun follow-
ing an altercation over pre-
paring his meal at around
2:30pm.

Angered by the incident,
Rezaul Karim, son of Rabeya,
hit Hanif with a bamboo
stick, leaving him dead on
the spot.

The body was sent to
Rangpur Medical College
and Hospital morgue for
autopsy, said officer in-
charge Pritthis Kumar
Sarker.

Robiul Islam, son of Hanif's
first wife, filed a murder case
against hisstep mother Rabeya
and brother Rezaul Karim in
this connection.

Police already arrested
Rabeya and Rezaul Karim in
connection with the killing,
said the OC.
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Three kids drown

A CORRESPONDENT, Daudkandi, Comilla

Three kids including two cousins drowned in villages
under Daudkandi upazila yesterday. They are Siam
Hossain, 5, son of Khalil Ullah and his cousin Aman Ullah,
3, son of Oli Ullah of Tamta village and two and a half year
old Arif, son of Abdur Rahim of Maligaon village. Family
sources said Siam and Aman drowned while they were
playing beside a ditch adjacent to their residence.
Meanwhile, family members found Arif's body floating ina
pond near their house around 6:00pm.

NewVC at JKKNIU

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Prof. Khondakar Ashraf Hossain has joined as the new vice
chancellor of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University
(JKKNIU) in Trishal on Monday. He has been appointed as
the third VC of the university on a four-year term, univer-
sity sources said. Earlier, Prof. Dr. Syed Giasuddin Ahmed,
the outgoing vice chancellor, completed his term on April
22. Prof. Ashraf served as teacher at English Department of
Dhaka University for nearly four decades. During his
career, he held many important positions including the
posts of head of the English department and hall provost at
Dhaka University.

BSF picks up youth

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Indian Border Security Force (BSF) kidnapped a
Bangladeshi from near Mundumala border in Baliadanga
upazila early yesterday. The man was identified as Abul
Hasan, 27, son of Shahed Ali of Laxmidangi village of the
same upazila. Lt. Col. Abu Bakr Abu, Commanding Officer
of BGB 30 Battalion, said BSF members, caught Hasan
when he approached the border at about 12:30am. Later,

the Indian border guards took him to their camp, said the
BGB official.

Precious statuerecovered

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A precious statue weighing 11.645 kg was recovered at
Onahuto Singarpara village under Gunahar union of
Dupchachia upazila yesterday morning. Local said when
labourers were digging a pond of Abdul Karim, they found
the statue worth Tk 10 crore under the soil of the pond at
around 8am. Abdul Karim said, after getting the 'touch-
stone', the labourers wanted to take it away. But he
informed the UNO who later recovered the statue with the
help oflaw enforcers.

Housewife beaten todeath

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

A housewife was beaten to death allegedly by her husband
at Machhuapara village under Pirgachha upazila yesterday
noon. The deceased was identified as Khaleda Begum, 29,
wife of Naimuddin of the same area and a mother of three
children. Police and local sources said, Naimuddin had
been reluctant to bear his family expenses for long. The
couple locked in quarrels almost every day over the mat-
ters. At around 12:00pm yesterday they locked into an
altercation and at one stage Naimuddin beat Khaleda up
mercilessly, leaving her dead on the spot and fled away
from the village.

Seven clinics sealed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

A mobile court vesterday sealed seven private clinics in
Hariankundu uapzila town. The court also a fine of Tk 35
thousand from the clinic owners when they failed to show
necessary papers, physicians and nurses for treatment.
The sealed clinics are Shikha Private Hospital and
Diagnostic Centre, Bhai Bhai Private Hospital, Anwara
Clinic, Resido Private Hospital, Janaseba Diagnostic
Centre, Arafat Diagnostic Centre and Satabdi Diagnostic
Centre. Jhenidah district civil surgeon Dr. Nasrin Sultana
said, some local people, after the death of a patient at a
clinic in Harinakundu upazila town recently, alleged that
all the private clinic in the town run without full-time phy-
sician and nurse. She arranged the mobile court which
raided the clinics yesterday.

Fake juicefactory

A CORRESPONDENT, Pirojpur

Police seized spurious juice and drinks from a fake factory
at Alamkathi village in Sadar upazila on Monday evening.
They also arrested Salam Mir, 55, owner of the factory and
took away the instruments for making juice and drinks.

Announcement
Written Test for the posts of

Junior Officer & Junior Officer (Cash)

The written test for the posts of Junior Officer & Junior Officer
(Cash) against our recent advertisement will be held on 17 May
2013, Friday 09:00 AM to 11:00 AM (02 hours).

The candidates are requested to download and print their Admit
Card for written test from the Bank's website:
www.pubalibangla.com/career.asp

Admit Card will be available at the website only for the selected
candidates. The candidates who submitted incomplete application
or are not selected will get appropriate message.

HUMAN RESOURCES DIVISION, 26, DILKUSHA C/A, HEAD OFFICE, DHAKA.,




