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Martyr's son testifies at war tribunal

FROM PAGE 20
martyr Ilias Uddin Sarder,

told International Crimes
Iribunal-2 that despite
earnest requests, Alim did
not release their family
members, whose 'crime’
was supporting liberation.

Identifying Alim as the
“chief of Peace Committee
and Razakar force of
Joypurhat,” Mostatiz, the
18th prosecution witness
in the case, gave a vivid
description of the deten-
tion and confinement of
his father and others and
the family's failed attempts
torelease them.

Earlier, 16th prosecu-
tion witness AKM
Mahbubur Rahman, a
cousin of Mostafiz, also
gave a similar description
of the incidents and said
the Peace Committee was
formed in Joypurhat under
the leadership of the then
Convention Muslim
League leader Alim.

The three-member
tribunal led by Justice
(Obaidul Hassan with mem-
bers Justice Md Mozibur
Rahman Miah and Judge M
Shahinur I[slam recorded
Mostafiz's testimony
before adjourning the
proceedings until today
when the witness is set to

face cross-examination.
In his 38-minute testi-

mony, Mostafiz, a 58-year-
old farmer from Naoda in
Panchbibi, Joypurhat, said
around 11:00 on May 26,
1971, the Pakistan army,
Peace Committee and
Razakar men came to his

uncle's house.
Out of fear he had taken

shelter in a nearby bush,

Mostaftiz added.
His cousin Mahbubur

Rahman and Bazlar
Rahman and other villagers
had also taken shelter in
other bushes, said the wit-

ness, adding that after
sometime, Ahmed Kasai
and Rashid, who were
Biharis, announced that
the army had come to form
a Peace Committee and
asked them toreturn home.

When some elderly peo-
ple along with Mostatfiz's
fatherIlias Uddin Sarder and
uncles Yusuf Uddin Sarder
and Yunus Uddin Sarder
went home, the Pakistani
soldiers and their collabora-
tors took them away, said
the witness, adding that his
cousins Mahbubur and
Bazlar followed them

secretly.
The cousins after

returning home said
Mostafiz's father, his
maternal uncle Abdul
(Quader Mondal and the
other two uncles were kept
detained at Balighata
Union Parishad, which
housed the army and
Razakar camps, said the

witness.
Another of Mostafiz's

cousins, Abul Kashem
Sarder, had talked to three
Peace Committee men, who
advised them to go to Alim,
said the witness. He added,
“Then my cousin went to
Abdul Alim Saheb, the chief
of the Peace Committee and
Razakar force of Joypurhat,
and requested him to

release them.
“But Alim Saheb said as

they were pro-liberation
people, they wouldn't be
released,” said Mostatfiz,
adding, “"Abul Kashem said

this after returning home.”
Around 6:30pm that

day, when they had heard
sounds of gunshots from a
nearby place where the
Pakistani army used to kill
people, they presumed
that their family members
were no more, said
Mostatiz.

In fear, they left the
country that night and
returned home after inde-

pendence, he added.
Upon their return, they

collected information and
identified the killing spot
at Kali Saha's pond.
Exhuming the bodies from
a mass grave they reburied
the martyrs of their family
with proper funeral rites,
he concluded.

Alim, a former member
of late president Ziaur
Rahman's cabinet, was
indicted on 17 charges of
crimes against humanity
and genocide committed

during the war.
TRIBUNAL ORDER NOT

COMPLIEDWITH
Earlier in the day, the tribu-

nal expressed dissatisfac-
tion as the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police was
yet to comply with its order
of providing security for
Alim on his way to and

from court.
Justice Hassan told

Rana Dasgupta, the con-
ducting prosecutor in the
case, that from the media
the tribunal had learned
that security was not pro-

vided to Alim.
“We hope tor full com-

pliance of the court order
by the state and the prose-
cution,” said Justice
Hassan, adding that the
court would not hesitate to
take action against the
police and the prosecution
if their order was not com-
plied with.

The tribunal asked the
prosecutor to inform the
court today on what mea-
sures had been taken in

thisregard.
Following a prosecution

petition on April 11, the
tribunal ordered the police
to provide security for
Alim, but the DMP did not

comply with the order and
The Daily Star ran a report
headlined, "Alim's security
not beefed up vyet’, on
Sunday.

BGB DEPLOYED FOR
TRIBUNALSECURITY
One platoon of Border
Guard Bangladesh was
deployed at the tribunal
premises to ensure secu-

rity on Sunday night.
“Considering yesterday's

[Sunday's] situation, BGB
was deployed at 10:30pm
yesterday [Sunday| and will
remain as long as the situa-
tion demands,” tribunal
Registrar AKM Nasiruddin
Mahmud told The Daily Star.

Myanmar
delays 'drugs-
free’ target

AFP, Yangon

Myanmar has delayed by
five years its deadline to
eliminate drug production
within its borders, a senior
official said yesterday, as
the impoverished nation
struggles to stem a grow-

ing narcotics crisis.
Authorities are "very

concerned” about a
rebound in poppy cultiva-
tion over the last six years
in Myanmar, the world's
second-largest opium
producer, while amphet-
amine-type stimulants
(ATS) are also surging,
said deputy police chiet
Zaw Win.

Due to "threats posed
by ATS" and to achieve a
reduction in poppy culti-
vation, Myanmar's nar-
cotic control board has
"extended its drug elimi-
nation to 2019", he said at
the opening of six nation
talks in Yangon. The previ-
ous target was 2014,
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City

People pour

FROM PAGE 1
Hatfez Mohammad

Shahadat Hossain was
conversing with other small
traders, who lost their busi-

nesses on asingle night.
Shahadat and his part-

ner Moulana Abdullah
Aziz have been selling the
Holy Qur'an and Islamic
books, including Bukhari
Sharif and Neyamul Koran,
in front of the mosque for
nearly thirteen years.

Not even in his worst
nightmare could Shahadat
imagine that someone

would torch the holy books.
“Let alone a Muslim, not

even a non-Muslim can do
what they [Hefajat men]
have done,” he said, strug-

gling to hold back his anger.
“It is sad and outra-

geous.”
The torching of the Holy

Qur'an by Hefajat men has
sparked a wave of protests

across the country.
Ahle SunnatWal Jama'at,

an organisation based on
Sunni Muslim ideology,
demanded harsh punish-
ment to Hefajat leaders and
activists for burning the
Holy Qur'an and desecrat-

ing the mosque.
They asked the govern-

ment to ban Hefajat-e Islam,
a Qaumi Madrasa-based
organisation, and declare it
a militant and terrorist
organisation for creating
anarchyinthe capital.
Traders on the pavements
around Baitul Mukarram
mosque said around 50
bookshops there sold the
Holy Qur'an, Hadith and
other Islamic books. Some 10
shops somehow survived
Hefajat's rampage, while the
restwere burnt to ashes.
They said several hun-
dred copies of the Holy
Qur'an were inside the stalls

torched by Hefajat men.
Booksellers there usu-

ally pack their goods in
plastic and keep those
inside the mosque when-

ever thereis any trouble.
“But yesterday, there

was no sign of warning.
When the chaos started
around noon, we just
wrapped the books in

plastic and left the place,”

said Shahadat.
He had two stalls of

[slamic books that
included 400 copies of the

Holy Qur'an.

“1 used to sell books
worth about Tk 2,000 a
day.”

He said the gutted
stocks of books would be

worth around Tk 4.5 lakh.
Shakhawat Hossain, a

wholesaler of Islamic
books, said these book-
shops were known as sell-
ersofthe Holy Qur'an.

“Everybody knows that
the Holy Qur'an and
Hadith books were sold
here, and if Hefajat men
claim they didn't know
that, it will be a lie,” said
Shakhawat.

Mohammad Musa, an
elderly man from Sutrapur
in old Dhaka, could not
believe that a Muslim
could burn the Holy
Qur'an. He was in tears to
see the burnt pages of the

holy book.
Whoever had burnt the

holy book must not go
unpunished, said Aziz.

+sNEWS

Probe body

FROM PAGE 20
(Quasem was arrested on June

17, 2012 after International
Crimes Tribunal-1 issued an
arrestwarrant against him.

The agency has brought
14 allegations based on as
many incidents as it found
against the war crimes
suspect, said the investiga-
tor Nurul Islam.

After the completion of its
probe, the investigation
agencyyesterday called a press
briefing at its Dhanmondi
office in the capital to disclose
theirfindings.

Abdul Hannan Khan,
coordinator of the agency,
sald Quasem had termed
the freedom fighters "mis-
creants” and called upon
the youth to kill them.

The war crimes suspect
also encouraged anti-
liberation elements to go
against the freedom fight-
ers through statements in
the media, he added.

(Quasem, now 61, was
born in Harina village of
Manikganj. He had been
president of the Islami
Chhatra Sangha, the then
student wing of Jamaat, of
Chittagong metropolitan
till November 06, 1971.

He later became general
secretary of East Pakistan
IslamiChhatra Sangha.

Hannan said Al-Badr
was formed in Chittagong
under his leadership and
there were 37 platoons.

Al-Badr was one of the
forces created to help the
Pakistani occupation army
and oppose the pro-
liberation forces during
thewarin 1971.

“IUnder his [Quasem]
leadership and with the help
of Pakistani army, Al-Badr
and Razakar members setup
torture centres at Dalim
Hotel on Nazir Ahmed
Chowdhury Lane, Dost
Mohammad Panjabee's
Leather Warehouse on
Kotwali Police Station and
Salma Manijil of Panchlaish
Police Station,” Hannan said.

"Under his leadership
and control, innocent
people were kept detained
at the centres and were
tortured during the nine-
month-long war. The bod-
ies were either thrown into
the river Karnaphuli or
buried in mass graves,” he
told the press briefing.

The coordinator of the
investigation agency also
claimed that Quasem was
involved in looting and
setting fire at houses and
shops.

Hannan said due to
“lack of logistic support” it
took a long time to com-
plete the investigation.

Investigator Nurul Islam
told The Daily Star that he
had submitted the probe
report to the prosecutor
yesterday afternoon.

Now the prosecution

will submit the formal
charges against him after
scrutinising the probe
reports and other relevant
documents.

May 9 has been fixed for

submitting formal charges
against him before the
court.
SQ CHOWDHURY'S CASE
The 33rd prosecution
witness gave his deposi-
tion against the war crimes
accused Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury at the
International Crimes
Tribunal-1 yesterday.

Mahmud Ali, 60, told the
tribunal that at the end of
July 1971, Razakars picked
up Akhlas Mia from in tfront
of a shop of Khoka at vil-
lage Kadur Khali under
Boalkhali Police Station.

Akhlas was first taken to
Boakhali CO office Razakar
camp, and from there he
was taken to Salahuddin
Quader's Goods Hill resi-
dence.

“Akhlas was tortured
there,” Mahmud said, add-
ing that he died there due to
torture.

Thewitness said the body
was taken to his home two or
three days later. “I took part
inhisnamaz-e-janaza.”

Defence counsel Ahsanul

Hug Hena later cross-
examined the witness.

The proceedings of the
case were adjourned until
May 13.
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Request for Proposal (RFP)

Providing consultancy services to conduct LDRRF

Independent Monitoring of CODMP I
Reference: RFP-BD-2013-024

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Bangladesh seeks proposal from interested
Companies for providing consultancy services to conduct LDRRF Independent Monitoring of
CDMP II. All interested companies may download the Bidding documents (RFP) from
http://www.undp.org.bd/proc_more.php through a formal registration process that will
register bidders into the participants list, so any correspondence, questions regarding the
bidding documents and respective answers can be sent to all bidders.

Submission of Proposal: The envelope should state the tender subject mentioned above
and should be submitted by the submission deadline to the UNDP-Registry, IDB Bhaban
(12th Floor), Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207.

The deadline for submission of quotation is Tuesday, 21 May, 2013, 4:30p.m. Local time.

Empowered lives.
Resillent nations.




