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Alim's security
FROM PAGE 20

Rahman's cabinet, on his
way to and from the tribu-
nal.

The court also directed its
registrar to convey this order
to the chief prosecutor or
the prosecutor concerned
and the DMP commissioner
“immediately”. Registrar
AKM Nasiruddin Mahmud
said his office had followed
the directive.

Since then, Alim went to
the tribunal four times, but
the DMP did not provide
security for him, Munshi
Ahsan Kabir, one of Alim's
counsels, told The Daily Star.
Alim's family also said the
same.

Eighty-one-year-old Alim
is now living at his son's
house in the capital's
Banani area. He is the only
war crimes accused who is
enjoying conditional bail
due to poor health.

Asked over phone on
Monday, Masudur Rahman,
deputy commissioner (pub-
lic relations) of DMP said
he was busy and requested
this correspondent to call
him later. Two hours later,
Masud told The Daily Star to
talk to the deputy commis-
sioner (protection and pro-
tocol) of the DMP.

“He looks after that mat-
ter,” said Masud.

Asked, Kuddus Amin, DC
(protection and protocol),
said, “I don't know any-
thing about the matter. You
should talk to the DC [me-
dia].”

The tribunal also said the
chief prosecutor or the pros-
ecutor concerned would
inform the DMP commis-
sioner or police officer
concerned on which dates
such security measures

should be provided.
Chief Prosecutor Ghulam

Arief Tipoo on Tuesday said,
“I cannot say anything
about the matter as [ was
out of station for some
days.”

Tipoo also asked to talk
with Rana Dasgupta, the
conducting prosecutor of
the case.

Rana Dasgupta was not
available for comments as
he was in Geneva for to take
part in an international
conference.

Rescue
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However, Brig Gen Ali

Ahmed Khan, director
general of Fire Service and
Civil Defence, said it was
quite possible for the army,
district administration and
police to know how many
workers were in the Rana
Plaza factories when the
building collapsed on April
24,

He also believes the
operation should have been
faster.

Yesterday, with 18 more
decomposed bodies hauled
up, the total number bodies
recovered reached 558 so
far and 459 of them were
handed over, according to
district administration
control room, while 2,989
were rescued alive.

While the body search
continues, the relatives of
unnumbered missing peo-
ple wait at nearby Adhar
Chandra High School
ground.

Some of them, extremely
exhausted, were found
holding photographs of the
missing. Some, faintly weep-
ing, were wandering
around the school ground
in search of corpses of
daughters, sons, brothers
and sisters.

Sufia Begum, who lost
trace of her daughter Ruma
Akhtar, son Amjad Hossain
and son-in-law Monir
Hossain, all of whom
worked as garment workers
at Rana Plaza, has been
waiting at the school ground
for pasteleven days.

Dhaka district adminis-
tration, a week after the
tragedy, has begun prepar-
ing a fresh list of missing
persons, said Anisur
Rahman, a deputy secretary
at Dhaka deputy commis-
sioner's office,

He added the adminis-
tration registered 184 com-
plaints about missing per-
sons in three days until

yesterday.
"Dhaka district police

authorities earlier recorded
1,200 such complaints but
the list was later abandoned
considering it erroneous
with duplicate entries.”

DHAKA SIEGE PLAN
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Hetajat

FROM PAGE 20
the prime minister's call to

call off the programme.

[t said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had not given
any assurance of meeting its
13-pointdemand.

“In her speech, there was
an effort to confuse the
nation through contradic-
tory and wrong interpreta-
tions [of the demands],” said
Mufti Fayezullah, joint sec-
retary general of Hefajat-e
[slam.

“That's why, we have
decided to continue with
the May-5 Dhaka blockade
programme,” he said.

Additional Secretary
Khandakar Mainuddin of
the home ministry said law
enforcers would cooperate
with Hefajat in holding
peaceful rallies at the entry
points of the capital.

However, Hefajat's
appeal for permission to
hold a rally in front of Baitul
Mukarram mosque this
afternoon was turned
down.

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Hassan
Mahmood Khandker, who
yesterday had a meeting
with different deputy com-
missioners of Dhaka and
superintendents of police of
different districts surround-
ing the capital, told The
Daily Star that public life
would not be disrupted
during the siege.

Asked whether people
would be able to get in and
out of the capital, the IGP
said they would try their
best to make sure people do
not have to suffer.

The organisers of today's
siege expressed the hope
that around three lakh
people from Chittagong,

Respond
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meeting with Barguna
Awami League leaders at the
Gono Bhabanin the capital.

She alleged that opposi-
tion party, in the name of
waging a movement, had
been killing people to pro-
tect war criminals.

“But she [Khaleda] won't
be able to save the war crimi-
nals as the war crimes trial is
a mass demand,” said
Hasina, also president of the
ruling AL.

“I am urging the opposi-
tion leader to shun such
politics and practice sound
politics.”

She also urged the AL
men to make the party
strong, and unite the mass
people to prevent the oppo-
sition's attempt to foil the
ongoing war crimes trial.

She, however, reiterated
that her government would
rehabilitate the injured of
Savar tragedy.

Awami League leaders
Matia Chowdhury, Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim, Abdul
Latif Siddique, Kazi
Zafarullah, Mahbubul Alam
Hanif, Abul Hasnat
Abdullah, and Bahauddin
Nasim, among others, were
present at the meeting.

On Thursday, Sheikh
Hasina urged BNP chairper-
son Khaleda Zia to sit for a
dialogue in or outside the
parliament to resolve the
present political crisis.

AL general secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam, later on that
day, also echoed the prime
minister, saying that his
party would invite the oppo-
sition through a letter in a
day or two if the opposition
chief responded to the PM's
call with a positive note.

one lakh from Sylhet and
50,000 from Rajshahi would
join Hefajat-e Islam activists
and supporters of Dhaka.

According to sources,
many Hefajat adherents,
some of whom support
different pro-Islamist com-
ponents of the BNP-led 18-
party combine, reached
Dhaka over the last two days
and had also attended the
18-Party rally at Shapla
Chattar in the capital yester-
day.

BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia in her rally
speech vesterday asked the
audience if they were ready
to stay there for 24 hours.

Amid chants and slogans
in support of her suggestion,
Khaleda said Hefajat's siege
programme was scheduled
for today and that was why
she issued an ultimatum to
the government to meet the
opposition's demand for
restoration of the caretaker
government system within
48 hours.

Hefajat had announced
the siege programme on
April 6 during its rally at
Motijheel to press home its
demands.

Four cops
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forehead and received other
injuries elsewhere in the body.

Unable to speak, he was
undergoing treatment at the
neurosurgery unit of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The other three were
admitted to Rajarbagh Police
Lines Hospital.

The law enforcers came
under attack around 1:30pm,
when they asked the Jamaat-
Shibir men not to take out
sticks and other weapons,
hundreds of which they had
kept in a van near Pubali
Filling Station, witnesses
said.

On information, other
police officials came in and
rushed them to the hospitals.

"Without provocation,
several hundred people
swooped on police while they
were on duty,” said Nazmul
Alam, DMP deputy commis-
sionerofMotijheel division.

Asked about the reason for
police inaction following the
attack, he said, "We did not
take action to honour the
opposition's rally and avert
clashes."

Azizul Hugq told The Daily
Star, "When we saw the sticks
and other weapons in the
vehicle, our seniors had
requested them not to take
themn out so that they could
not use the weapons to attack
anyone."

He said the attackers
belonged to Jamaat-e-Islami
and its student wing Islami
Chhatra Shibir as they had
many banners demanding
release of Delawar Hossain
Sayedee and other Jamaat
leaders.

Forgettul
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Vice-chairman Sadeque

Hossain Khoka and BNP
Standing Committee
Member Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain gave her
the name of the Islamist
group.

On top of that, Khaleda
also forgot the name
“Tazreen Fashions”, as she
mentioned the fire incident
in the garment factory
November last year.

Even after being given the
right name, she ended up
calling it “Tanzeen Garment”
while she slated the govern-
ment for its apparent failures

to take actions during the
deadlyblaze.

Act within
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Chattar, it should not think
that the Hefajat activist will
leave the streets.

Then she claimed that the
Hefajat men have no involve-
ment in politics but the gov-
ernment branded them as
militants to the foreigners.

Pointing to the PM's call for
adialogue, Khaleda said, "Now
you [PM] are urging us to sit for
a dialogue and calling for
joining photo session and
also parliament session.
Who knows [may be] you will
invite [me] after some days
foracupoftea.”

Amid clappings from the
audience, the former prime
minister said, “But I am invit-
ing her [PM] to a cup of tea at
my house to discuss the form
of caretaker government and
how the next election will be
held.”

Khaleda also warned the
government of dire conse-
quencesifit fails to meet oppo-
sition's demand for restoring
CG system. “We have given
you enough time,” she said,
referring to the prime minis-
ter.

“Dialogue or Sanglap is not
enough. You will have to
announce clearly that the
election will be held under a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment. There is not much
need to sit for a dialogue. You
will bring proposal in parlia-
ment. Organise election
under the caretaker govern-
ment system if you have
courage,” she added.

“Create a congenial atmo-
sphere for talks; mention
specific agenda. The constitu-
tion will have to be amended.
Weare ready for talks.”

Khaleda, leader of the
opposition in the House, said
people at home and abroad
have no trust in Sheikh Hasina.
“You [PM] cannot be trusted.
You always changed like you
changed your dress. You wear
hejab and bear tasbih when
you go to Saudi Arabia. And
you wear sidur and tilak when
you go to India.”

Towards the end of her 70-
minute speech, the BNP chief
asked the opposition leaders
and activists if they were ready
to stay at the Shapla Chattar
for24 hours.

The crowd burst into
cheers and chanted slogans
supporting her proposal.

Khaleda then said, “You are
ready to stay [at Shapla
Chattar] but Hefajat has an
earlier announced
programme tomorrow [to-
day]. We are giving 48-hour
time to the PM to come up
with the announcement of
accepting the demand for
caretaker government.”

She then asked the audi-
ence to gather again if they are
requested todoso.

Coming to the dais at
3:50pm, Khaleda talked to her
defence adviser MajGen (retd)
Fazle Elahi Akbor, adviser Maj
Gen (retd) Ruhul Alam
Chowdhury, senior leaders
Moudud Ahmed and
Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain and discussed stay-
ing at the Shapla Chattar for
24 hours.

Although the two former
army men favoured the plan,
Moudud and Mosharraf did
notagree, party insiders said.

Khaleda then called in the
chiefs of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal, Jubo Dal and
Swechchhasebak Dal and
asked them whether they
would be able to manage if
the leaders and activists
staged the 24-hour sit-in.

Finally she dropped the
idea. But before ending her
speech, the BNP chief called
upon the opposition leaders
to get ready to come back
again if they are asked to do
so. “We will meet again very
soon,” she said, concluding
her 70-minute speech.

“We will sit anywhere if the
government refuses us per-
mission at that time,” the BNP
chiefadded.

Addressing the rally,
Jamaat's Acting Ameer
Makbul Ahmad demanded
release of the party's detained
leaders, including those
accused of war crimes.
REACTION
Later at night, PM's assistant
(media) Mahbubul Hoque
Shakil conveyed to The Daily
Star Hasina's message that
although she wants talks, the
BNP chief has chosen the
path of confrontation by
issuing an ultimatum to the
government.

Earlier in the day, address-
ing a view-exchange meet with
the leaders of Barguna district
unit of AL at the Gono Bhaban,
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina invited Khaleda Zia
for talks to resolve the ongo-
ing political stalemate.

Mahbubul Alam Hanif,
joint general secretary of the
AL, said the BNP chiefwantsto
realise her “hidden agenda” in
the name of issuing an ulti-
matum.

He, however, did not elabo-
rate on the hidden agenda. The
AL will give its reaction today
ontheultimatum, headded.

How textile kings weave

FROM PAGE 20
million people, however, few
are sympathising with the
textile tycoons and their
bottom lines. Western retail-
ers are powerful, but so too
are the garment moguls.

Thanks to their political
clout and now a new
Industrial Police force that
crushes dissension at their
plants, labour activists say, it
is the factory owners them-
selves who keep garment
workers' wages lower than
anywhere else in the world --
and all too often get away
with lax safety standards.

The collapse on April 24
of an eight-storey building
near Dhaka that housed
several garment factories
was a harrowing reminder of
the collective failure - by the
authorities, owners and
buyers - to ensure that cheap
doesn't mean dangerous.

Until now, there has been
little pressure here to
improve safety conditions
and wages for the 4.5 million
Bangladeshis working in the
industry. That inertia stems,
in part, from how deeply the
industry has woven itself
into the power structure.

More than 30 garment
industry bosses are mem-
bers of parliament, account-
ing for about 10 percent of its
lawmakers. Other owners,
like Mohammed Sohel Rana,
the owner of the building
that collapsed, have strong
political ties: He was a local
leader of the youth wing of
the ruling party, the Awami
League.

Rana was arrested trying
to escape across the border
to India and faces charges of
unlawful construction caus-
ing deaths.

"At least 50 percent of the
members of parliament
have business links of some
sort," says Babul Akhter, a
leader of the Bangladesh
Centre for Workers
Solidarity, an organisation
that works with labour
unions. He alleges that many
of these politically con-
nected garment makers take

advantage of their clout to
disregard the minimum
wage levels stipulated under
the law.

Activists such as Akhter
who campaign for safer
factories and better wages
are often treated as enemies
of the state in a country
whose economy would be
devastated ifWestern brands
pulled out.
LASTOUTPOST OF CHEAP
How Bangladesh remains so
competitive is, in part, the
story of powerful First World
retailers playing factory
owners, such as Azim, off
each other to secure the
lowest price.

It is also the story of a
government that stifles
labour activism both to
protect the country's eco-
nomic lifeline and to please
business magnates who
have become part of the
political and social estab-
lishment.

It's a set-up that suits
everyone, including cus-
tomers in the troubled econ-
omies of Europe and North
America who want dis-
counted T-shirts and trou-
sers from big brands such as
Wal-Mart, Target, H&M and
Loblaw.

What makes it all possible
is the Bangladeshis who
make the clothes, many
working in hazardous condi-
tions and some earning less
than $2 a day.
RACETOBOTTOM
Several plant owners, fac-
tory managers and repre-
sentatives of retailers in
Dhaka, none of whom would
speak on record about the
subject, said the brands are
paying less and less. One
said a buyer paid him $5.00
per piece for a particular
make of shirt in 2011 and
then offered $4.50 for the
same thing a vyear later.
Another estimated that
overall prices have fallen by
40 percent over the past two
years.

Sometimes buyers refuse
to negotiate because they
know competition among

factory owners for high-
volume orders is intense.

A study by the Fair Wear
Foundation, a non-profit
lobby group, found that
some workers were receiv-
ing less than the new mini-
mum, nearly a quarter were
reassigned to lower pay
gprades and bonuses were
reduced.

The government has
helped keep a cork on labour
activism. In 2010, in the
midst of the labour violence
that year, it set up a 2,990-
strong Industrial Police
force to collect intelligence
and prevent unrest in fac-
Lory zones.

The government denies
that unions are suppressed.
It says many activists are
politically motivated and,
backed by non-
governmental organizations
in the West, deliberately stir
up social unrest.

NO PROSECUTIONS

Azim, the factory owner and
lone independent Member
of Parliament, said garment
business leaders are "so-
cially connected," but he
denied reports they grease
the wheels through dona-
tions to the main political
parties.

The apparel industry
body, the BGMEA, is rou-
tinely criticised in the media
for protecting its members
when accidents happen at
factories. Human-rights
groups say there has never
been a case in which a fac-
tory owner was prosecuted
over the deaths of workers.

The BGMEA said it dis-
cussed safety issues this
week with representatives of
more than 40 brands,
including H&M, JC Penney,
Gap Inc, Inditex, Levi's,
Marks & Spencer, Tesco,
Target, Nike Inc, and
Primark. The group said in a
statement on Thursday the
buyers set up a committee
"to look at all safety-related
issues of apparel units,
including their building
structure.”

ILO rolls out roadmap
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Dhaka visit from a high-level
ILO mission.

"We need actions, not
words. We must move for-
ward. We need political will
and commitment,” said
Gilbert Fossoun Houngbo,
deputy director general of
the UN agency for field
operations, as the ILO
unveiled the six-point short
and medium terms mea-
sures.

Under the measures, the
government will place the
amended labour law in June
session of parliament for
passage.

The law will reflect the
tripartite partners' inputs for
protecting, in law and prac-
tice, the fundamental rights
to freedom of association
and the right to collective
bargaining, as well as occu-
pational safety and health,
the statement said.

The government will
assess, by the end of this year,
building and fire safety of all
active export-oriented ready-
made garment factories, and
initiate remedial actions,
including relocation of
unsafe factories, said the
declaration.

The tripartite partners
called on the ILO to assist in
the mobilisation of technical
and financial resources
required to undertake the
assessment.

Under the action plan, the
government will recruit,
within six months, 200 addi-
tional inspectors and ensure
that the Department of the
Chief Inspector of Factories
and Establishments is
upgraded to a directorate
with an annual regular bud-
getallocation.

"Inspection is one thing
but the credibility of the
inspection is another thing,"
Houngbo said.

"l don't expect all the
buildings to be inspected in
lwo weeks because it is time-
consuming. Let's also be
pragmatic. In our view, there
is a sense of urgency in
addressing all those issues,”
he said.

The statement said the
National Tripartite Plan of
Action on Fire Safety in the
Readymade Garment
Industry would be imple-
mented in full, and would
extend the scope for includ-
ing the issue of structural
integrity of buildings.

The tripartite partners
urged the ILO to organise
training programmes for

workers, who sustained
injuries and suffered disabil-
ity in the tragic events at
Tazreen Fashions, Smart
Export Garments and Rana
Plaza.

In addition, Bangladesh
Garment Manufactures and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA), and Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufactures and
Exporters Association
(EKMEA) are to redeploy
and rehabilitate the RMG
workers, who were rendered
unemployed following the
incidents.

The declaration said the
people responsible for the
tragic events that occurred
over the last six months shall
be held accountable.

Houngbo said interna-
tional buyers are also ready to
contribute toward improving
safety and labour standards
in Bangladesh.

"My understanding is that
there is a serious will by the
international brands to con-
tribute. It is a matter of global
organisations how do we
orchestrate everything to
make it happen.

"We have to act now. [ do
believe by doing so we have
to call for the international
buyers to continue doing
business with Bangladesh,"
said Houngbo, also former
prime minister of Togo,

Foreign Secretary Md
Shahidul Haque termed the
initiative a turning point in
Bangladesh's history.

"There is convergence of
interest for bringing about a
change in the industry. This is
notatime forblame game."

European Ambassador to
Bangladesh William Hanna,
US Ambassador Dan
Mozena, Canadian High
Commissioner Heather
Cruden, United Nations
Resident Coordinator Neil
Walker and BGMEA
President Atiqul Islam were
also present.

Experts have welcomed
the initiative, saying it was
needed for the country's
apparel sector that is now
under internal and external
pressure.

“It is a timely step,” said
Mustafizur Rahman, execu-
tive director of Centre for
Policy Dialogue.

"The initiative has been
taken at a time when every-
one -- international buyers,
the EU, the USA, consumers,
the world media and even
the Pope -- expressed their
concern. Our stakeholders,
civil society and common
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- 200 more
inspectors
in 6 months

Injured
workers
to be
reemployed

people have raised ques-
tions about safety standards
in factories."

There is no alternative to
implementing these steps if
the sector wants to fend off
the current pressure, said the
economist.

Robbery
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Taznagar village in the

upazila, was recovered
Friday afternoon, 10 days
into the devastating collapse
of Rana Plaza that killed
more than 550 people.

She was a mother of two.

According to Khadiza's
husband Yunus, the authori-
ties concerned handed the
body over to them in the
afternoon. At the same time
they gave him Tk 30,000 for
Khadiza's burial, he added.

The very evening, the
family hired a microbus and
started for home.

"As we reached near
Ershad bridge on
Parbatipur-Badarganj road
in Rangpur around 2:30am,
a gang of robbers attacked
our microbus and took away
the money and five mobile
phone sets from us," said
Yunus.

The robbers also beat up
all the people in the
microbus, including the
driver, mercilessly, as they
tried to resist the robbery, he
said.

The driver was hurt the
most in the attack, added
Yunus.

On information police
rushed to the spot and sent
the victims home hiring
another microbus.

Israel
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Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has
repeatedly warned in recent
weeks that Israel would be
prepared to take military
action if chemical weapons
or other arms reached
Hezbollah which would
embolden his country's
avowed enemies.

Syria's assistant informa-
tion minister, Khalaf
Muftah, told Hezbollah's
Manar TV that he has "no
information about an
aggression that was staged,”
and said reports of an Israeli
air raid "come in the frame-
work of psychological war in
preparation of an aggression
against Syria.”

In January, the Israeli air
force is believed to have
targeted a shipment of
advanced SA-17 anti-aircraft
missiles bound for
Hezbollah. Israel has not
formally admitted to carry-
ing out that airstrike, though
officials have strongly
hinted they were behind the
attack.

Syria's civil war, now in its
third year - thought to have
killed more than 70,000 and
displaced more than one
million - has further compli-
cated the situation. It is
fought between forces loyal
to President Bashar al-Assad
and rebels, mostly from the
disparate Free Syrian Army.

The conflict has spilled
periodically across the
ceasefire line and Syria's
borders with Lebanon, Iraq
and Turkey, threatening to
engulf the region.

It also threatens to
deprive Hezbollah of a key
supporter in Assad, in addi-
tion to its land corridor to its
other key backer - Iran.

Israel and Hezbollah
fought an inconclusive 34-
day war in 2006 that
killed1,200 Lebanese and
160 Israelis.

While the border has
been largely quiet since, the
struggle has taken other
forms. Hezbollah has
accused Israel of assassinat-
ing a top commander, and
Israel blamed Hezbollah and
Iran for a July 2012 attack on
Israeli tourists in Bulgaria.

Israeli officials believe
that Hezbollah's arsenal has
markedly improved since
2006, now boasting tens of
thousands of rockets and
missiles and the ability to
strike almost anywhere
inside Israel. In October,
Hezbollah launched an
Iranian-made reconnais-
sance drone over Israel,
using the incident to brag
about its expanding capa-
bilities.

With agony
FROM PAGE 1
are you, please do justice.”

Most of the dead on the
fourth floor and above have
been recovered and so now
remains those who worked
on the second and third
floors at New Wave Apparels
and Phantom Apparels.

An army personnel work-
ing in the rescue at the col-
lapsed Rana Plaza, where a
strong stench of decompos-
ing human flesh lingers in the
air, said they were yet to break
into the second and third
floors of the building that
housed five garment factories.

"You can rest assured that
many more decomposed
bodies are yet to be recov-
ered from those floors; the
job of removing the huge
concrete is very tedious and
time consuming,” he said.

In the long corridor of the
school's main building,
some 30 body bags were laid
down. The bodies were so
decomposed that they
remained unidentified and
unclaimed.

However, a few bodies
were idenfied; not by
appearance but by some
otherways.

Shahinoor's body was
pulled out of the rubble at
12:00noon. Rescuers found a
mobile phone along with it,
and having pulled out the sim
card and inserted it into
another cellphone, they
called thelastnumber she had
dialed. The person from the
other side immediately iden-
tified the victim as Shahinoor
from Shonatola, Bogra.

Some other dead bodies
were found with identity
cards.

As days are passing by,
rescuers fear that bodies still
trapped in the rubble will go
beyond recognition. And the
painstaking recovery opera-
tion from thousands of tons
of concrete mess may
become much lengthier
than expected.



