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The Solar Impulse plane, piloted by Swiss adventurer
Bertrand Piccard, takes off from Moffett Field Nasa
Ames Research Center in Mountain View, California on
Friday. The first-ever manned airplane that can fly by
day or night on the Sun's power alone reached Harbor
International Airport in Phoenix, Arizona after flying
more than 18 hours completing its first leg. The project
aims to showcase what can be accomplished without
fossil fuels, and has set its "ultimate goal" as an

around-the-world flight in 2015.

PHOTO: AFP
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BRIBERY CHARGES

India railway minister

offers to resign

IANS, New Delhi

Indain Railway Minister Pawan
Kumar Bansal met Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh after
his nephew was arrested for
allegedly taking a bribe to ensure
the promotion of a railway offi-

cial.
Bansal met the prime minis-

ter at the latter's 7 Race Course Road residence and
apprised him of the issue and offer to resign, informed

sources said.

Bansal yesterday said he was innocent and had "no
knowledge or clue” about the bribe taken by his nephew

to ensure arailway official's promotion.

He stressed that he has "always observed the highest
standards of probity in public life and look forward to an

expeditious investigation by CBlin the matter”.
The Central Bureau of Investigation Friday night

arrested Bansal's nephew and two others for allegedly
receiving a bribe of Rs.90 lakh from a member of the
Railway Board who was looking for a senior position.

AFP, Islamabad

Pak court extends
Musharrat's remand

His party to boycott May 11 polls

former army chiet of statt ahead of key

officials said.
"Pervez

ordered.

under way.

A Pakistani anti-terrorism court yesterday
ordered former military ruler Pervez
Musharraf to remain in custody for a fur-
ther two weeks ahead of his trial for
unlawtully sacking judges during his rule,

Musharraft's remand is
extended for judicial lock-up for 14 days,
he should be presented betfore the court
on May 18," Judge Kausar Abbas Zaidi,

Police had asked the judge to grant the
custodial extension saying the investiga-
tion into Musharrat's activities was still

Musharratwas placed in police custody
at his home following his arrest on April
19, in an unprecedented move against a
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elections.
He was arrested for making a deci-

sion to sack judges when he imposed
emergency rule in November 2007 -- a
move that hastened his downtall. He
also faces charges of conspiracy to
murder opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto in 2007 and over the death of a
rebel leader during a 2006 military

operation.
The retired general has been humil-

iated since returning in March from
self-imposed exile to contest elec-
tions.

However, his party on Friday
announced it will boycott next week's
historic election after a court on Tuesday
banned him from standing for the rest of
his life.

PRESSURE OF HOMEWORK

Two teens commit
suicide in China

AFP, Beijing

Two teens in eastern China committed suicide after "fail-
ing to complete homework assignments” state-run
media said on Friday, in an extreme case highlighting the
immense pressure schoolchildren can face.

In a highly competitive education system that
emphasises rote learning and passing exams, Chinese
students spend on average 8.6 hours a day in class and
can expect several more hours of assignments after-
wards.

A 15-year-old boy in Nanjing, the capital of Jiangsu
province, who failed to finish homework trom a three-
day public holiday jumped to his death around 11:00 am
on Thursday, the China Daily said.

A 13-year-old boy in the same town got up at 4:00 am
Thursday to complete holiday assignments but was
found hanged on a staircase at his home two hours later,
it said.

"In a suicide note, the boy said he loved his parents, felt
sorry for them and hoped they could bring lilies, his
favourite flower, to his grave, " it said.

China has made impressive progress in rolling out
universal education across the country, and according to
the United Nations has a youth literacy rate of 99 percent.

But many parents complain about the emphasis on
rote memorisation and tests and the rigid teaching style.

Some students spend as much as 12 hours in the class-
room each day, a 2007 survey by China's Youth and
Children Research Centre reported. They can typically
expect several hours ot homework on top of that.

Two dead in Belgian
train accident

AFP, Brussels

Two people died and 14 were injured yesterday when a train
carrying chemicals derailed in Belgium, causing a major fire

near the city of Ghent, alocal government otficial said.
Jan Briers, governor of eastern Flanders, gave the

death toll to the Belga news agency after the accident and
blaze prompted authorities to evacuate nearly 300 peo-

ple from their homes.
The accident happened around 2:00am between the

towns of Schellebelle and Wetteren, said Infrabel, the

entity responsible for the Belgian railway network.
Sixofthetrain's 13 cars derailed and two were on their side.
The blaze led to a series of explosions in the railway

cars, then a spectacular strip of fire spread over hundreds
of metres prompting authorities to evacuate residents

living near the site of the accident.
Firemen decided to let the cars burn out in a controlled

manner as water could have released toxic chemicals. The
blaze was under control by late morning but residents
were told to keep their doors and windows closed.

Blast kills five
US troops in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kandahar

A huge roadside bomb
killed five US troops in
southern Afghanistan
yesterday, officials said, in
the deadliest attack on

Nato-led forces this year.
"Five American soldiers

were killed at about noon
when their armoured vehi-
cle hit a powertul roadside
mine in Maiwand district,”
(General Abdul Razeq,
Kandahar province's police
chief, told AFP.

The troops died in an
improvised explosive
device (IED) attack, Nato's
International Security
Assistance Force confirmed
in a statement without
specitying the nationalities
of the victims, in line with
coalition policy.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibil-
ity for the deaths but
Taliban militants fre-
quently use roadside
bombs against US-led
foreign troops and their

Afghan allies.
The militants launched

their "spring offensive” a
week ago, opening a cru-
cial period for Afghanistan
as its security forces take
the lead in the otffensive
against insurgents fighting
to topple the US-backed
government.

Rivals hit home stretch

in tense Malaysia polls
Anwar says only fraud can stop
opposition's win

AFP, Georgetoun

Malaysia's bitter
political rivals
launched a last-
ditch campaign
sprint yesterday on
the eve of the first
elections in the
country's historyin
which the long-

ruling regime faces . -
possible defeat. Najib Razak Anwar Ibrahim

Malaysian premier Najib Razak and opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim barnstormed through their home regions
where they will cast their own ballots today in elections
marred by violence and allegations of government vote

fraud.
The opposition has set the stage for a possibly destabi-

lising challenge to the results, accusing the Barisan
Nasional (National Front) coalition of attempting to rig

the result.
Anwar Ibrahim said only fraud can stop his Malaysian

opposition from scoring a historic election win.
The ethnic Malay-dominated regime has tightly held

power in the multi-racial nation since independence in
1957, steering it from a backwater to an economic suc-
cess.

But its grip is slipping amid rising anger over corrup-
tion, controversial policies favouring Malays and author-

itarian tactics.
A survey released Friday indicated the result was

too close to predict, with Barisan and the opposition
Pakatan Rakyat (People's Pact) alliance roughly
equal in terms of support but with a large undecided

bloc.
"This election is an election of the people fighting

oppressive and corrupt rulers,” Anwar told a cheering
crowd Iin a campaign stop in northern Malaysia late
Friday.
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