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Police remove logs, left by pickets to block the road, from this bridge at Kalibhangti on Chandpur-Matlab-Pennai
road in Chandpur Sadar upazila at 7:00am yesterday, the second day of the 36-hour countrywide hartal enforced by

BNP-led 18-party alliance.

Jamaat man
held in cop
murder case

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Police arrested a leader of
Pirgachha Sadar union
unit of Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami in the city
yesterday.

The arrestee, Shahjahan
Ali, 55, is general secretary of
the unit. He is one of the
charge sheeted accused in
constable Mojahar Ali mur-
der case.

Mojahar, 48, a constable
of Pirgachha Police Station,
was injured in an attack by
Jamaat-Shibir men at
Pirgachha Railway Station
Area during Jamaat-
enforced hartal in the dis-

tricton February 28.
He was admitted to

Rangpur Medical College
Hospital and then
shifted to Combined
Military Hospital in
Dhaka where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries
on March 5.

16 northern districts

without newspapers

Vehicles carrying them go off roads
protesting hartal violence

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

People of 16 northern dis-
tricts did not get printed
version of any newspaper
yesterday as the regional
lransport association
refrained from carrying
newspapers protesting
continued vandalism of
newspaper carrying vehicles
during hartal.

“During hartals in last
three months, at least 20
newspaper carrying vehi-
cles, including 10 belonging
to my company, were van-
dalised in northern dis-
tricts. Two of them were

torched too.
Pickets vandalised news-

paper carrying bus in Bogra
on Tuesday morning, even
before start of the hartal,”
Akhtar Hossain Rintu, pres-
ident of newspaper trans-
port association in north-

ern districts, told this corre-

spondent.
"Traditionally newspa-

per carrying vehicles
remain outside the pur-
view of hartal. But pickets
often attack newspaper
carrying vehicles as politi-
cal parties fail to control
their activists. Due to this
situation transport owners
and workers are feeling
insecure to carry newspa-
pers during hartal in north-
ern districts,” said Rintu,
also owner of Kazal
Transport.

Md Lutfor Rahman,
owner of Padma transport,
said pickets vandalised
seven vehicles of his trans-
port and torched another
one while carrying newspa-
pers in Chapainwabganj in
last month.

"Four of my vehicles were
vandalised a couple of times

in Rajshahi,
Chapainawabganj, Pabna
and Sirajganj districts dur-
ing hartal in last two
months," he added.
According to newspa-
per carrying agency there
are 30 vehicles use to
carry newspaper in 16
northern districts every-
day. Of them 20 are vanda-
lised within last three
months hartal causes
huge loss but they do not

get compensation.
“The transport owners

and workers are feeling
insecure to carry newspa-
per during hartal. We have
already sent letters to all
newspaper editors,
informing them of the
matter and urging the
authorities concerned to
ensure security while car-
rying newspaper,” Akhtar
Hossain Rintu said.

CHUADANGA, KUSHTIA BORDERS

BSF shoots one,
picks up another

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A Bangladeshi national was
shot while another picked
up by Indian Border
Security Force (BSF) in
Chuadanga and Kushtia on
Tuesday and the day

before.
A cattle trader was shot

and injured by BSF men on
Medinipur border in
Jibonnagar upazila of
Chuadanga on Tuesday
afternoon, reports a corre-

spondent.
The victim was identified

as Abu Taleb, 35, son of
Dorud Chowdhury of
Medinipur village, said an
official of Border Guard

Bangladesh (BGB).
Abu Taleb went to the

frontier to buy cattle from
the Indian traders at around
2:00pm.

When he reached
Putikhali area, BSF person-
nel opened fire on him,
leaving him seriously
injured, said Major
Nahiduzzaman, command-

ing officer of BGB-6.
Taleb was rushed to the

upazila health complex
and then shifted to Jessore
General Hospital as his
condition deteriorated, the
official said.

Commanding officer of
BGB-6 battalion Mayjor
Nahiduzzaman con-
firmed the incident. He
said they have sent a pro-
test a letter to the BSF

about the incident.
In Kushtia, a farmer was

picked up by BSF from
Daulatpur frontier in the
district on Monday night,
reports our correspon-

dernt.
Abul Bashar, nayak

subedar of BGB
Ramkrishnapur camp,
said a team of BSF picked
up Anand Mandol, 22, son
of Bishu Mandol of
Charpara village in the
upazila when he went to
his peanut field at near
the border at around
8:30pm.
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AL man stabbed to death

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

An Awami League (AL) activist was stabbed to death in
Kalihati upazila of the district on Tuesday night. The
deceased, Sohel Rana, 25, was joint secretary of Ward No 8
unit of Paikora union AL. family members said that an
unidentified gang called Sohel out of his house at around
10:00pm. They stabbed him in the chest and abdomen and
left the scene immediately.Critically injured Sohel was
taken to Tangail General Hospital where he succumbed to

his injuries at around 12:30.

Student commits 'suicide’

A CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

A college student allegedly committed suicide in Sadar
upazila onTuesday afternoon. The deceased was identified
as Rubel, 20, son of Shah Alam of Charfession municipality.
He was a second year student of Bhola Government
College. Belayet Hossain, officer in-charge of Sadar Police
Station, said Rubel hanged himself from the ceiling of his
room at astudent mess on PTIroad in the town.

Indian youth held

OUR CORRESPONDENT, jamalpur

Police yesterday arrested an Indian national at Narikeli
village in Sadar upazila on charge of illegal intrusion. The
arrestee is Fika Rizki Mohammad, 18, son of Fika Rizvi
Mohammad of Bandaflat area under Jogeshwari Police
Station of Mumbai, India. On secret information, police
arrested the youth while he was walking lonely on the
village road, said Nazrul Islam, sub-inspector of Sadar PS.
He did not have any passport and visa, said the SI.

Outlaw held with arms

UNB, Meherpur

Members of Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested the leader
of an outlawed outfit along with arms at Manikdia village in
Gangni upazila on Monday night. The arrestee was identi-
fied as Jamshed Ali Jhantu, 50, regional leader of Purbo
Bangla Communist Party (Laltu group). Kazi Akhter
Hossain, camp commander of Rab-6, said a team of the elite
force arrested Jhantu while he along with his accomplices
was sitting at a tea stall in the area. His accomplices, how-
ever, managed to flee. Rab men also recovered a USA made
pistol, four bullets and one magazine from his possession.
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Gambling spree on
as police raids
remain eyewash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Gambling is going on
unabated round the clock at
Sindurmoti village in Sadar
upazila, thanks to the negli-

gence of the law enforcers.
Locals alleged that some

unscrupulous policemen
helped the local gangs to
arrange gambling in
exchange for money.

At least 31 people were
injured in clashes over shar-
ing the gambling money
during the last few days but
the villagers could not pro-

test it as some local influen-
tial politicians patronised
the gamblers, said Mintu

Islam, 40, of the village.
The organised gangs held

gambling in the name of
Sindurmoti Mela (fair) on
Friday and since then people
from adjoining Kurigram,
Rangpur, Nilphamari and
Gaibandha districts have
been participating in the
malpractice at around 100
spots beside Sindurmoti
pond in broad daylight, said
Aminullslam, alocal school-

teacher.
Police conducted a few

drives but it remained eye-
wash as the gamblers were
provided information ear-
lier, he alleged.

"We were informed
before any kind of drives as
they spent fifty percent of
their income for managing
police officials and others,"
said a gambler seeking ano-
Nymity.

Refuting the allegation of
law enforcers' involvement
with the gangs, Jamir Uddin,
officer in charge of Sadar
police station, said no gam-
bling was held at the village.

PHOTO: STAR

People engaged in gambling at Sindumari village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila as a sec-
tion of people allegedly backed by a few local political leaders and in collusion with some
policemen arranged such gambling at around a hundred spots in the village
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