WHAT'S ON

Syed Shamsul Hag
Natya Utsab

Venue: National
Theatre Hall, BSA
Date: Apr 19-27
Time: 6pm

Group Art Exhibition
Participants: 80 Noted Artists [
Venue: Saju Art Gallery, F/40-41,
DCC North Super Market, 2 Ciede 7 4
Gulshan %=

Date: April 19-May 20 -,
Time: 10am-8pm

Mask Exhibition

Title: Masks of Bangladesh
Venue: Gallery Jolrong,
- Niketan

Date: Apr 12-25
- Time: 10am-8pm

Calligraphy Exhibition
Title: Articulation in

Alphabets
Venue: Dhaka Art Center, H-

a0, B-7/4, Dhanmondi G [
Date: April 19-26 =i ‘f! |

Solo Painting Exhibition
Artist: Rafiqun Nabi

Ra-//A, Dhanmondi
Date: April 12-30
| Time: 3pm-8pm

Solo Art Exhibition

Title: Bangla Shekore Swapno
Artist: Raghunath Chakrobarty
Venue: Gallery Cosmos 2, R-6, H-
115, New DOHS, Mohakhall
Date: April 19-28

Time: 11am-7pm

| ¥ 1 Group Art E:-:hlhnmn &

Gallery 21

Venue: Satmasjid Road,
Dhanmondi

Date: April 5-30

Venue: Dhaka Art Center, H-60,

ENTERTAINMENT

National Film Day is part
of a bigger picture

Says Hedayetullah Al Mamun, ndc, Information Secretary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Film Day was cele-
brated -- for the second consec-
utive year since the Bangladesh
Government declared a special
day for the local film industry --
amid much fanfare earlier this
month.

What prompted the govern-
ment to take this initiative? Like
films, there's a back-story here
as well. In a recent conversation
with The Daily Star, Secretary to
the Ministry of Information,
Hedayetullah Al Mamun, ndc
provided an insight into the
initiative and more.

“Declaring and celebrating
National Film Day is part of a
bigger picture,” says Mamun.
“When alternative mediums [for
viewing films] like DVD and the
[nternet became very popular,
global cinema faced a threat.
The film industries in the west
and India managed to recover,
as the respective industries have
strong footing. In our country,
apart from that, the threat to
cinema came from several direc-
tions: growing trend of vulgarity
in films and piracy.

“As per the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment’s 'Vision 2021', cinema
has a big role to play. Movies
embody all forms of art [music,
poetry, drama etc] and have the
biggest impact on the masses.
Naturally, the government has

research to generate ideas on
how to accomplish this goal.
Under the leadership of M.
Hamid, a committee of stake-
holders suggested a three-tier
plan: short, medium and long-

plans to develop the film indus-  term.
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we have undertaken a Taka 59

Film Development Corporation
[BFDC] a drastic makeover so
that our filmmakers don't feel
the need to go abroad.

“The most important aspect

crore project to give Bangladesh
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try. We had done extensive

An introvert's imagination
in geometrical shapes

Mehedi's solo exhibition
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Munawer Mehedi's solo exhibition
began on April 13. It had cultural
activist, Ramendu Mujumder,
architect Salauddin Ahmed and
eminent writer Mofidul Haq as
guests. Poet and art critic Rabiul
Hussain also attended the inaugu-
ral. This solo painting show at
Shilpangan in Dhaka, called
“Primitive Periphery”, was a joy to
behold for art lovers. The colours
used are subtle, and the lines pow-
erful.

“I was born in Rajshahi. How-
ever, my school days were spent in
Islamabad, and I studied Fine Arts
in Lahore, Pakistan.

“I met friends of the Liberation
War in Lahore, one of them is
Ahmed 5Salim, who was decorated
for his work in the Liberation War.
He is a journalist and poet. I was
looking for self-identity at that
age; I was not looking for any
fashionable expression in paint-
ings. I got guidance from Najm
Hussain Syed, who is a friend of
the playwright Syed Ahmed. These
people were progressive and open
minded, and as a cultural activist,
I had interchange of opinions with
people who could give me the
right directions.

I came to Bangladesh in 1990.
This was a family arrangement
when my father died,” said
Mehedi.

He had eight shows, some of
which were solo exhibitions. Thus
he had interactions with the artist
community of Dhaka and with art
lovers.

Mehedi said that his works
depict people in their thoughts
about life -- in what appears to
be semi abstract creations. In the
figurative forms, the composi-
tions have symbolic and abstract
elements in them. He normally
uses oil on canvas, but of late

Mehedi says his works depict people immersed in their thoughts.

acrylic too.

In the acrylic “Genocide” there
is the use of alpona along with
black figures, which represent
tormented human beings. “I've
tried to create an atmosphere,
which invokes the elements of
genocide,” the artist said. There
are curls, twirls and dark, slim
figures, almost like skeletons. At
the background one finds orange
and black trees.

There are the geometrical fig-
ures, with heart shaped faces. The
backdrop is blue and mauve. Thus
he brings in a depiction of a con-
ventional family, in lines and
colours that are semi-abstract.
The man is done in shades of

brown -- a mixture of yellow
ochre, burnt umber and burnt
sienna. The head of the girl is
green and her face is in shades of
pink. Thus we have two small,
growing children before a set of
parents. This painting is called “A
family”,

In the depiction of “Housewife”
the woman has a stirring metal
utensil (khunti) in her hand. From
the surrounding grill pattern the
artist depicts a figure of a typical
house-maker. The lips, eyes, and
nose along with shapely fingers
are all clearly formed, with geo-
metric precision.

The artist has done a laudable
job of blending myths with reality.

“Under the short-term plan,

of the mid-term plan is declar-

PROFILE

ing Bangladeshi cinema as an
industry. In the process, we
considered all phases of a film --
from the studio to theatre. We
understand that the traditional
movie theatres are losing their
appeal, making way for
cineplexes. So, we will provide
each new cineplex a 5-year tax
holiday to encourage construc-
tion of more movie screening
venues. Hopefully this would
draw the audiences back to the
movies. Providing quality train-
ing to directors, actors, cinema-
tographers and other techni-
cians is another significant
aspect of this plan. We intend to
set up a film and TV institute.
We hope that we'd be able to
present a bill in this regard at
the Parliament. To preserve and
study films, a state of the art
archive is a must. The archive in
Agargaon, Dhaka will get a

& major makeover as well; it will

and will have better preserva-
tion and training facilities. JICA
is providing funds for this pro-
ject. To enable audiences and

e filmmakers the opportunity to
watch films from around the
globe, we have reworked the
'Film Club Act'. We understand
that filmmaking is a costly pro-
cess, and have increased the
number of films that would
receive government grant: 6
films [including 2 for children].
We are also introducing a grant
for short films [Taka 10 lakh], as
we feel that this medium has
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house a cineplex, seminar room,

become much popular and
powerful.

“Unless the nation becomes
more aware and interested in
our films, none of our plans
would work. So, we came up
with the idea of celebrating
Bangladeshi films on a partic-
ular day with rally, discussion,
film screenings and special
programmes.”

Why April 32 “On April 3,
1957, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, as the Minis-
ter of Industries and Commerce
of East Pakistan, introduced the
East Pakistan Film Develop-
ment Corporation Bill at the
Constituent Assembly. We
wanted to celebrate that his-
toric moment when our cinema
had its institutional beginning,”
Mamun's response,

“A positive outcome of all
these initiatives is that private
houses are gradually investing
more in films. If the creation of
more cineplexes can be
included in this trend, our film
industry will surely get a big
break,” the Information Secre-
tary added.

“Now let's come to the long-
term plan. We have plans to
develop a 105-acre film city in
Kabirpur. This plan, however,
won't be viable at this
moment; the infrastructure
needs to be improved first. We
are working on the master
plan,” Mamun says.

Prothoma Bhattacharjee:
Of Rhythm and Ghungroo

MNAZIBA BASHER

Prothoma Bhattacharjee has been
immersed in the dance form of
Bharatanatyam for the past 22
years. She has been a keen stu-
dent of Bharatanatyam guru,
Shukla Sarkar. She received both
her BBA and MBA degrees from
Stamford University in the capital.

“I joined Dhrupad Kala Kendra,
under the tutelage of Shukla
Sarkar and her late husband,
Komol Sarkar in 1991. We went
through the whole process of
learning as is taught in India. We
started with adavus and slowly
made our transition into each
Bharatanatyam piece and then we
moved on to some dance pieces
on Rabindra Sangeet and more,”
she says.

Prothoma entered the world of
dance at a very young age and
had more than one helping hand
to see her through her journey.
Komol Sarkar had always played a
very big role in her dancing
career, whether it was saving her
from getting scolded by her guru
or treating her to her favourite
snacks during practice.

Prothoma, along with Dhrupad
Kala Kendra, got the opportunity
to work for some great shows
throughout her time in the insti-
tution, be it at Pahela Falgun at
Ramna Batamul, or shows abroad.

In 2001, Prothoma was slated
to have her Arangetram (debut on
stage performance) but due to an
unstable political situation it had
to be postponed. Unfortunately, it
did not pick up afterwards and
Prothoma remained a student at
the institution.

[n 2009, she got married. Soon
after, she had a baby boy and
responsibilities grew. Prothoma
was not able to give the same kind
of time and focus to her dance. “I
love my art, but I also love my

family. Even though [ want to take
part in every show that comes up,
unlike before, I have to think it
through in terms of how much
time I will be able to give to the
show.”

Soon after her marriage,
Prothoma received a scholar-
ship from the High Commission
of India to go to an institution
in India and pursue her career
in Bharatanatyam, but due to
family concerns, she was
unable to go.

She eventually returned to the
dance world and remained with
Shukla Sarkar at Dhrupad Kala
Kendra.

“Even though I have an MBA
degree, I know that if [ get a job in
that sector, [ will have to choose
between family, job and dance. 1
chose family and dance because
these are the things I love most.”
Since her scholarship did not
work out, Prothoma plans to stay
in the country at the moment and
strengthen her skills under the
guidance of her guru, Shukla
Sarkar. “If I ever get the opportu-
nity, I want to go to India for a
while and learn other forms of
dance. But for now, [ want to
remain a student under my guru,”
she says.

In quest of roots

Raghunath Chakroborty's solo
exhibition at Gallery Cosmos-2
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Enayetullah Khan speaks at the programme.
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A 10-day solo art exhibition titled 'Banglar Shekore Swapno' by artist
Raghunath Chakroborty began at Gallery Cosmos-2 at the city's New DOHS on
April 19. Gallery Cosmos has organised the event in observance of Pahela
Baishakh.

Japan's Ambassador to Bangladesh Shiro Sadoshima inaugurated the exhibi-
tion as chief guest. Eminent artist Professor Abdus Shakoor Shah was present
as guest of honour. Enayetullah Khan, chairman of Gallery Cosmos; Tehmina
Enayet, director of the gallery and Afrozaa Jamil Konka, coordinator of the
gallery, among others, were present at the inauguration.

Raghunath is among the few artists who has experimented with traditional
scroll painting. His presentation is, however, different from traditional artists.
The painter depicts the everyday life of rural people in his paintings and the
beauty of the pastoral landscape. Each work depicts a complete story that high-
lights the Bengali identity. His works are closely related to local myths, beliefs
and visions.

“I try to present my country (and its folk elements) in my works,” says Raghunath.
Blue, black, yellow, white, red and crimson are used predominantly, giving a contem-
plative approach to the artist's characters. The intense backgrounds give the viewers
an imposing view. His subjects are simple and denote clear unambiguous images. His
style of painting is smooth and easily comprehended.

Over 20 pieces of artworks by the artist are on display at the exhibition.
Works at the show depict different aspects of human life, varied deities, fishing,
birds, Bauls, boatman, local animals and more.

The exhibition ends on April 28.

Tammam Azzam, a Syrian-born artist who lives and works in Dubai, digi-
tally superimposed Gustav Klimt's “The Kiss” on a photograph of a bullet-
ridden wall in an unidentified part of Syria. That image, titled “Freedom
Graffiti”, has generated lot of interest on the online social media, with
tens of thousands of people sharing it. “Freedom Graffiti” is part of a
larger body of work Azzam produced in response to his country's strug-
gle, titled “Syrian Museum”. The digital artworks play on other iconic
paintings from artists such as da Vinci, Matisse and Picasso set against
images of a Syria in ruins. PHOTO COURTESY: TIME.COM

Beetle Baily

@he Baily Star

DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 23, 2013

Shakespeare's

pirthday celebrated
at Stratford-upon-Avon

Thousands lined the streets of Stratford-
upon-Avon in glorious spring sunshine,
to celebrate what is considered the 449th
birthday of William Shakespeare on
Sunday.

Just about every person appeared to
be waving a flag, as the annual birthday
parade was led through the playwright's
home town by the Band of the Royal
Engineers, from the town hall via the
birthplace, and on to Bridge Street, for
the traditional unfurling of the flags,
before continuing on to Holy Trinity to
lay flowers at the grave.

George Matts, from King Edward VI
School, carried "The Quill' in front of a

1,000-strong procession from Shake-
speare's Birthplace to Holy Trinity
Church - symbolising the dramatist's
journey from cradle to grave.

The day was marked by celebrations
around the town, from Elizabethan
music making to theatre make-up work-
shops. Sonnet-reciting actors even enter-
tained those taking a trip across the Avon
on the chain ferry.

The town has been marking Shake-
speare's birthday since 1824, and next
vear will be extra special as it will be the
450th anniversary of the Bard's birth.

Elizabethan music, sonnet-reciting and a colourful parade; a fitting celebration
of Shakespeare's birthday.

Natya Utsab-2013 held

AMINUL ISLAM, Mymensingh Marzia Akhtar and Syed Mamun Reza of
JKKNI.

The festival ended with the perfor-
mance of Chhayanat Sangstha
Sangskritik Dal's “Montri Kodam Ali".

The play, written by S.M Solaiman,
was directed by Sharif Mafuzul Hoque.
All the plays staged at the festival
gained resounding applause.

Earlier, Shahadat Hossain Khan Hilu,
secretary of Bahurupi Natya Sangstha
and convener of the celebration com-
mittee inaugurated the festival. Fayzur
Rahman Fakir, chairman of
Mymensingh Sadar Upazila Parishad
was the chief guest.

Secretary of Mymensingh Nagorik
Andolon Nurul Amin Kalam, advocate
Moazzem Hossain Babul, veteran jour-
nalist Ziauddin Ahmed, advocate
Shabbir Ahmed Liton and Shankar Saha
addressed the inaugural session, among
others.

The speakers said that during the War
of Liberation in 1971, cultural activists
of the country played a very significant
role in making people aware about their
rights and responsibilities.

Two plays -- “Banga Puran” and “Mantri
Kadom Ali"” -- were staged on the con-
cluding day of the two-day “Natya
Utsab-2013" held at Zila Shilpakala
Academy auditorium April 20.

Ensemble Theatre, a noted theatre
group of Mymensingh organised the
festival.

The festival began with the staging of
the well known “Kokila", a drama based
on the Liberation War, by Ensemble
Theatre. The well attended play written
by Abdullah Al- Mamun has been
directed by Abul Mansur.

Sareng Theatre staged the comedy
“Ek Je Chhilo Sonar Kannya” on the
opening day as well. Written by
Rezwanul Hasan Khan, it was directed
by Gazi Manik.

On the concluding day, Natyalaya, a
theatre troupe of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul
Islam University (JKKNIU) in Trishal,
staged “Banga Puran”, a drama based on
the Liberation War. Written and directed
by Al Jabeer, the play was assisted by

by Mort Walker

Younq girls and

boys stay in stride
Youth fair in Joypurhat

Our CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

AREN'T YOU

EVEN GOING
TO TRY THE
NEW POG
FOOP L
GGT{GU
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A daylong youth fair was organised recently in
Akkelpur upazila of Joypurhat to promote rural
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DOESN'T || | MO DOM PERIGNON TO
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TO ME
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culture and minimise gender differences in the
upazila. The theme of the fair was, “Be aware to

by Don Tranchte

protect the rights of youth”,

The fair was organised at the grounds of Mujibur —
Rahman College of Akkelpur upazila of Joypurhat, =
with assistance of local administration and Brac.

The fair featured rural sports, pitha festival,
cultural competition and display of pottery made
by young people, from rural areas of different
upazilas of Joypurhat district.

Shahidar Rahman, officer in charge of
Akkelpur; Ayrin Parvin, senior sector specialist of

Brac; and Farukuzzaman Faruk, UP member of
Jamalpur spoke at the discussion, chaired by

2011 by King Features Syndicate, Inc.
Warle rights resenves

Nazrul Islam, Principal of Akkelpur MR College.

All programmes are in local

time. The Daily Star will not
be responsible for any
change in the programme.
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NEWS BULLETIN

BTV

News (Bangla) at 12pm,
2pm, Spm, Bpm.

MNews (English) at 10am,
d4pm, 10pm.

ATN BANGLA

Mews (Bangia) at 11am.
1Z2pm, 2pm, 7pm, 10pm.
Mews (English) at 9am,
Gpm.

CHANNEL i

Mews (Bangla) at Zpm,
Spm, 10:30pm.

ntv

Mews (Bangla) at 2pm,
7:30pm, 10:30pm.

ETV

Mews (Bangla) at 1pm,
3pm, 5pm, 7pm, 9pm,
11pm.

Boishakhi TV

News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 7pm.

News (English) at 9am,
Bpm.

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 10am,
2pm, 7:30pm, 10:30pm.
MNews (English) at 1pm,
3pm, 6pm, 9pm.

Riv

News (Bangla) at
1:45pm, 6:45pm, 10:45pm.
Desh TV

News (Bangla) at 2pm,
7pm, 9pm, 11pm.
Maasranga Television
News (Bangla) at 7pm,
1am.
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CHANNEL 24

11:00pm  Muktabak
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