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Blast kills 15
in Texas

Blows up fertiliser plant,
destroys many houses

REUTERS, West, Texas

Rescue workers searched the wreckage of a fertiliser
plant yesterday for survivors of a fiery explosion that
killed as many as 15 people, injured more than 160 and

leveled houses in a small Texas city.

Three to four volunteer firetighters were among the
missing following the explosion on Wednesday night,
said Sgt William Patrick Swanton of the Waco, Texas,

police department.

Firetighters had responded to a fire at the West
Fertiliser Co before the 8:00pm blast that rocked West, a
town of 2,700 people about 20 miles north otWaco.

Ground motion from the blast, triggered by a fire of
unknown origin at the plant, registered as a magnitude
2.1 seismic tremor and created a jolt felt 80 miles away in

SEE PAGE 19 COL 5

A vehicle is seen near the remains of a fertiliser plant burning after an explosion. The explosion in a town near Waco, Texas, ripped through the
fertiliser factory late on Wednesday, injuring more than 100 people.

Grand rally
of women
on April 27

To protest Hefajat's
demands
BsS, Dhaka

The Agitating Women
Community will hold a
grand rally in front of the
National Eidgah in the
capital at 3:00pm on April
27 in protest against the
13-point demand of the
Hefajat-e Islam.

Leaders of different
women's organisations
told this yesterday while
exchanging views with the
central leaders of the
Awami League-led 14-
party alliance at AL
President Sheikh Hasina's
political office at

Dhanmondi.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 5
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HYDROPOWER COOPERATION

3 nations meet to
devise work plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The working committee for water
resources management and
hydropower development of the
tri-nation alliance atits first meet-
ing yesterday accepted a draft
framework for future procedure

proposed by Bangladesh.
The delegates from

Bangladesh, India and Bhutan
did not discuss any specific
hydropower project but rather
focused on preparing a frame-

work for tri-lateral cooperation.
Primarily, for the hydropower
project, Bangladesh has selected
nine sites in India and four others
in Bhutan -- all in trans-boundary
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

CRACK IN CARGO HOLD

Biman aircraft
grounded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Biman tlight took off for Chittagong on
Wednesday but had to return to Dhaka
within 15 minutes due to a structural issue.
The DC-10 took oftf at 10:30am with 223
passengers but after a while a warning light
turned on in the cockpit, Biman officials
said. On its return, Biman engineers car-
ried out a check to find a crack in the pres-

sure bulkhead in the cargo hold.
SEE PAEG 19 COL 8

MANPOWER BUSINESS

Private agencies
postpone strike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Association of
International Recruiting
Agencies (Baira) yesterday post-
poned its strike to help normal-
ise the country's manpower
export activities.

“Considering the difficulties
people are facing in getting clear-

ance for migration, we have
postponed the strike,” Baira

Secretary General Ali Haider
Chowdhury told The Daily Star.

The executive committee of

Baira took the decision at an
emergency meeting on the fail-

ures of BMET, the government
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Uncle kills twin
brother, sister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Four-year-old twin brother and sister were
killed by their uncle in Boalkhali upazila of
Chittagong on Wednesday.

Muhin and Maisha, children of expatriate
Abdul Mannan and Chhabila Akhter of
Pashchim Shakpura village, were drowned
by Osman in the Chikon Khal canal, said
Jahirul Huq Sabuj, officer-in-charge of
Boalkhali Police Station.

Osman, Abdul Mannan's younger brother
and a mason by profession, was arrested in

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

Bangladesh wce—-captam Mahmudullah Riyad mlght have drupped a couple uf catches
standing in the slips, but he did pluck a stunner to dismiss Zimbabwe batsman Graeme
Cremer on the second day of the first Test at Harare yesterday. The hosts racked up a
huge 389 and the Tigers responded with 95-1 by stumps. Story on Page 16
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Musharraf under
house arrest

CNN. Islamabad

Former Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf has been placed under
house arrest, his spokeswoman

said yesterday.
The Pakistan government said

earlier yesterday it would obey an
order by Islamabad's High Court

to arrest Musharrat, Pakistan's interim Minister of

Information Arif Nizami said.

The order is legally binding, said Nizami, who is acting

as a spokesman for the government.
The government had to act within 24 hours of the High \
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ONLINE POLL
Do you agree with LGRD

Minister Syed Ashraful Islam
that the main opposition BNP
refrained from calling hartal in
fear of losing public support?
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TODAY'SPOLL
Do you agree with Human Rights

Forum Bangladesh that extra-
judicial killings and other human
rights issues need to be addressed
and improved by the government?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
facebook.com/dailystarnews j
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Courtdecision or face contempt of court charges.

Local TV stations earlier showed police entering his
villa compound, where Musharraf went after being
quickly ushered from the court by his private security

detail.

The arrest order was made at the same time as the Asf
court rejected Musharrat's request for a bail extension in
a case heisfacing over the detention of judges in 2007.
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PRAYER TIMING

Azan Jamaat
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