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BCB to bear
cricket costs

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) will bear all
expenses for the cricket
competition of the

Bangladesh Games.
“There is no uncer-

tainty as we are going to
bear the expenses,” said
BCB's media committee
chairman Jalal Yunus

yesterday.
The BCB need around

Tk 70 lakhs to run the
show. The cricket event in
the T20 format is sched-
uled to start from April 21
with eight teams at the
Shaheed Chandu Stadium
in Bogra.

Tamim remains
Fair & Lovely
ambassador

SPORTS REPORTER

s Dashing
opener
Tamim
Igbal
renewed
his contract
as a brand ambassador for
Fair and Lovely MAX

Fairness for one more year.
The left-hander, who has

been the official brand
ambassador for the face
cream for men for the last
three years, also launched
new and improved Fair and
Lovely MAX Fairness Multi
Expert Cream during the
signing ceremony recently.

No play on
third day

SPORTS REPORTER

The third day of the four-
day match between
Bangladesh under-19 and
Sri Lanka under-19 cricket
teams was washed out
without a ball being
bowled due to consistent
rain at the Sylhet Stadium

yesterday.
With three days gone

and the teams are yet to
complete their first
innings, the most likely
result is a draw.

Cyclelife to
give cycles
to BJMC

SPORTS REPORTER

Cyclelife Exclusive, a con-
cern of Meghna Group, will
present 10 high-end racing
cycles to the Bangladesh Jute
Mill Corporation (BJMC)
Cycling Team for the upcom-
ing 8th Bangladesh Games

that starts from April 20.
A deal to this effect has

been struck between the
organisations, with Ziaul
Islam Tomal, general man-
ager of Cyclelife Exclusive,
and Tofazzal Hossain, gen-
eral manager of BJMC
Cycling Team, signing it on
behalf of their respective
organisations at the BJMC
Complex in the capital at

yesterday.
The total value of the

cycles and helmets are Tk
2.5 lakh.

Shakib given
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rehabilitation process.

"[Spin-bowling coach]
Saqlain Mushtag and
myself decided that Shakib
should bowl a few oversina
match situation before he
starts full time bowling
from the second Test," said
Vibhav. "If you noticed, he
bowled with a shorter and
slower run-up, so itwas part
of his rehabilitation pro-
cess. He would have had to
bowl in the nets anyway so
it was better that he bowled
in the match. After his sixth
over he looked at me in the
dressing room and sig-
nalled that he was okay to
bowl one more over, and 1
said that he could.”

If I read papers, who'll bat?’

&ﬁl Cricket

PT1, New Delhi

Sachin Tendulkar may not be in the
best of form of late but the senior
Indian batman on Thursday said that
he was not bothered by the opinion
of others about his retirement and

that he would just stick to his job.
"Lots of people have been talking

about this question (of retirement). If
I remember correctly, this question
began in 2005 and it has been contin-
uing since then. But my answer has
been I will stick to my job and you
stick to your job,” he said at the
launch of India's first e-newspaper,

www.enewspaperofindia.com.
"It does not affect me,” Tendulkar

said when asked whether the constant
talk of when he would retire had irri-

tated him or affected his performance.
Tendulkar talked about how

media speculated on his 100th inter-

national century after he scored his

99th ton during the 2011 World Cup.
"It was the media doing all the

build-up. I scored my 99th interna-
tional hundred during the World
Cup. You (media) kept quiet during
the World Cup, not discussing about
my 100th ton as there were the other
more important matter of India win-
ning the tournament. After the World
Cup there was again this focus on my

SACHIN TENDULKAR

100th international ton,"” he said.
Asked ithe read newspapers otten,

Tendulkar shot back, "Main newspa-
per parte rahunga to kaun khelega (It
| keep on reading newspaper then
who will play).”

On the question of the likes of
former captains Sourav Ganguly and
Rahul Dravid and V'V S Laxman giv-
ing opinions about him, though not
necessarily negative, Tendulkar
asked, "You think they were talking

wrong things aboutme?”
On a serious note, Tendulkar said

that he was not bothered by the opin-
ion of the others.

"People are free to give their opin-
ions. Lots of people are giving opin-
ions about me. Some have played the
game and they were giving opinions.
Some have not played the game and

they are also giving opinions. But I
don'tworryabout opinions,” he said.

"It's a package deal. You won't
score a hundred everytime you go
out to bat. And like that youwon't get
positive comments all the time. So |
can't control on what others say.
What I can do is to just focus on the
things I can handle, that is to play to

the best of my ability,” he added.
Tendulkar said his family does not

discuss cricket and so the game was

not at the centre of things in his

household.
"We don't discuss cricket in our

family. Our family discuss other
issues of the day but not cricket.
When [ want to discuss cricket, I do it
with my brother," said Tendulkar

who is now a Rajya Sabha member.
Tendulkar has now become one of

the most followed celebrities in the
social media space with 3.2 million
people following his Twitter handle
and he said was happy that he was
able to raise money for charity

through this platform.
"Actually, 1 started this twitter

handle after my friends told me that
there were many fake accounts in my
name telling things which I have not
said and done. To stop all those

things [ started my twitter account.
"But, the platform of social media

served a very good purpose,” he
added.

Bangladesh Army players celebrate after scoring a goal against Bangladesh Air Force on the opening day of the

Bangladesh Games hockey competition at the Maulana Bhashani Hockey Stadium yesterday.
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Green stadium
gets PM's nod

SPORTS REPORTER

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday endorsed
the project to build an
international cricket sta-

dium in Cox's Bazar.
“We have got the infor-

mation that the Prime
Minister endorsed the
project today and now the
concerned authorities will
disburse the land to the
BCB (Bangladesh Cricket
Board) very soon,” said
BCB's media committee
chairman Jalal Yunus

yesterday.
The BCB started work in

advance upon the assurance
from the Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina so that they
can give a positive impres-
sion to the ICC inspection
team, who are now visiting
Bangladesh to examine the
venues for the next year ICC
Twenty20 World Cup. The
ICC inspection is scheduled
to go to the coastal town on
April 21 to assess the feasibil-
ity of the ground for hosting
the eight-team women's
competition of the T20 mega

event.
“1 started to demarcate

the area from today morn-
ing. Suddenly Parjatan
Corporation authority
asked us to stop the work
in the evening but later it
was solved and we contin-
ued our work,” informed
Zahid Reza Babu, the BCB
curator, over telephone
from the coastal town.

Tigers not
changing
hotel

SPORTS REPORTER From Harare

The Bangladesh cricket
team will not change their
team hotel as was consid-

ered previously.
On Tuesday and

Wednesday the players
and their entourage stay-
ing at the Holiday Inn
Harare were dogged by

water supply problems.
The crisis first surfaced

Tuesday morning, and
when water returned to
the hotel taps later, it had a
petrol-like smell and also
carried sediments. The
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Nadal cruises,

Murray fails
Q Tennis

AFP, Monte Carlo

Roger Federer will return to second in the ATP standings
next week after Andy Murray collapsed to a 6-1, 6-2 third-
round loss to Stanislas Wawrinka at the Monte Carlo

Masters on Thursday.
A shell-shocked Murray committed 24 unforced errors

as he lost to Federer's Swiss compatriot, seeded 13th, in

58 minutes.
Ratael Nadal stepped up his campaign for an historic

ninth straight title at the event as the third seed won his
44th match in a row at the venue with a 6-2, 6-4 defeat of

German Philip Kohlschreiber.
The Spanish great lifted his record at the seaside

Country Club to 46-1 at a tournament where he sutfered

hislone defeatin 2003 against Guillermo Coria.
Nadal will next line up in the quarterfinals on Friday

against Grigor Dimitrov, who beat Germany's Florian
Mayer with an identical 6-2, 6-4 scoreline.

Nadal advanced in 80 minutes and earned revenge for
his only loss to Kohlschreiber from 10 meetings, a grass
quarter-final defeat from last summer in Halle.

This win was his 16th in a row after successive titles
this season in IndianWells and Acapulco.

Unpredictable Italian Fabio Fognini sprung a surprise
on fourth seed Tomas Berdych, dismissing the Czech 6-4,
6-2. French sixth seed Jo-Wiliried Tsonga thrilled his
home fans as he overwhelmed Austrian Jurgen Melzer 6-
3, 6-0.

Tigers fighting back
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and a six. Only after Cremer's departure did he try to slog,

and immediately paid the penalty when an attempted
slog-sweep was taken by Mushfiqur.

But the Harare wicket seemed not to favour the Tigers'
traditional strength of spin bowling. The spinners bowled
well, with Enamul Haque Jr taking three wickets in his
comeback game, and Shohag Gazi was his usual impres-
sive self taking two wickets -- that of Cremer and last man
Shingi Masakadza -- while conceding few runs. But the
fact that batsmen like Cremer and later tailenders Shingi
Masakadza and Keegan Meth could score more than 20 is

far fromideal.
That even an injury-weakened pace attack were the

most threatening bowlers on the park says much about
Rubel and Robiul's discipline and also that the wicket
warrants a heavier pace arsenal. The string of injuries to
front-line pacers make that option difficult as the two
other fast men in the squad are Shahadat Hossain -- who
has never inspired confidence -- and Sajidul Islam, who
is backin the national fold after five years.

Blame it on camera
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Zimbabwe and Bangladesh in Harare on Wednesday,

Bangladesh fast bowler Rubel Hossain bowled two bats-
men, but only one was out. Elton Chigumbura's defences
were beaten a few overs before the close of play but con-
sultation with the third umpire led to the ruling that
Rubel had overstepped. The problem with the referral
was that the camera angle on which the no-ball call was
based was not square on to the bowling crease, and there-
fore made it impossible to know for certain whether

Rubel had in fact overstepped.
It was learnt from the television production crew yes-

terday that one of the square cameras, which are situated
at aright angle to each set of stumps, was out of order on
Wednesday. That begs the question that if the technology
available is not available, even if temporarily, why use a
poor substitute during an international match? Not long
ago no-ball calls were rarely if ever referred to the third
umpire. Over-dependency on technology cost
Bangladesh on Wednesday, and though it was not very
costly as Chigumbura was out oft the ninth ball of the
following morning, it is a mistake that could very easily
have been avoided.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: HUMOROUS MONTY

PYTHON FLICK ABOUT THE MAKING OF
PICKLING SOLUTION: “THE LIFE OF BRINE.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals 1



