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MARCH 11 VIOLENCE

HC balil for
6 opposition
leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A High Court bench yes-
terday granted six
months’ bail to six opposi-
tion leaders accused of
attacking police on March
11 near BNP's central
office in the capital's Naya
Paltan.

They are Opposition
Chief Whip Zainul Abdin
Farroque, BNP's joint
secretary generals
Amanullah Aman and
Rizvi Ahmed, leaders of
the main opposition
Shahjahan and ZM Zahid
Hossain and Jatiya
Gonotantrik Party chief
Shafiul Alam Pradhan.

However, all but
Pradhan will not be freed
at this moment since they
did not get bail in another
case filed against them on
charges of blasting cock-
tails.

With the unbearable
stench all around,
Charles Depman, Asia
regional coordinator of
Waterkeeper Alliance,
has to wear a gasmask
as he takes a tour of
the Buriganga near
Basila yesterday. Inset,
the dark Buriganga
near Basila bridge.
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Buriganga
too much
polluted

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The water of the river
Buriganga has turned into
a mass of sludge, prompt-
ing visitors to wear masks
to avoid intoxication while
examining it.

The Asia Regional
Coordinator of the New
York-based Waterkeeper
Alliance Charles Depman
visited the river Buriganga
yesterday along with mem-
bers of its local partner,
Buriganga Riverkeeper, to
assess the water condition
of the lifeline of Dhaka.

“l have never seen such
a polluted river, the water
looks lifeless and toxic,
emitting a strong stench
in the area,” Depman,
who wore a gas mask to
avoid intoxication from
the river water, told The

Daily Star.
SEE PAGE 12 COL 5
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Unloading of imported goods hampered as
negotiations with lighterage vessel owners fail
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Arab nations for
dialogues with
govt, opposition
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Fishing
Chinese

style

MaIL ONLINE

Guided only by the tlicker
of their lanterns and the
last light of a dimming
sun, three cormorant
fishermen drift silently
across a Chinese lake,
hoping to make a last

The ambassadors of 10 Arab countries would talk to the

government and the main opposition BNP so that a cred- ]udge hOldS

ible general election is held in Bangladesh, sources said.

As part of the initiative, they called on BNP hImSelfH’l

MAIL ONLINE SEE PAGE 12 COL 5
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JOBS IN MAIAYSIA

First batch to
fly April 25
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The first batch of around 200 Bangladeshi workers will fly TOTAL VOTES: 288
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Do you agree with LGRD Minister

Syed Ashraful Islam that the main
opposition BNP refrained from calling
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to Malaysia on April 25 for plantation jobs, Expatriates’
Weltare and Overseas Employment Minister Khandker

ME‘I:E.haI'I'Ef Hossain S‘ald yesterday. , hartal in fear of losing public support?
We have got a list of around 200 workers from the PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

Malaysian government from among the names of 10,000 | Www.thedallystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
workers submitted to them, " he said. \_ facehook.com/dailystarnews

The minister was talking to reporters at his ministry
after awarding commercially important person (CIP) PRAYER TIMING
card to 13 non-resident Bangladeshis for their contribu-
tion to the country's economy.

Urging people not to be misguided and deceived by Zohr 1245 1-15
any propaganda, the minister alleged some quarters Ast 4-45 5-00
were spreading propaganda against the government that ~ Maghrib 624 6-28
itwould not be able to send workers to Malaysia. L T2
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