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Tahmima

among top 20
young British
novelists

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Celebrated Bangladeshi
writer Tahmima Anam has
been named among the
20 best young British
novelists of the decade by
acclaimed literary maga-
zine Granta.

Previously, the UK-
based magazine bestowed
the honour on authors
such as Salman Rushdie,

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

BLASTS AT BOSTON MARATHON

'So many people
without legs'

THE NEW YORK TIMES

About 100 feet from the end of the 26.2-mile Boston
Marathon, explosions shook the street and sent runners
frantically racing for cover. The marathon finish line,
normally a festive area of celebration and exhaustion,

was suddenly like awar zone.
“These runners just finished and they don't have legs

now,” said Roupen Bastajian, 35, a Rhode Island state
trooper and former Marine. “"So many of them. There are
so many people without legs. It's all blood. There's blood

everywhere. You got bones, fragments. [t's disgusting.”
Had Bastajian run a few strides slower, as he did in

2011, he might have been among the dozens of victims
wounded in Monday's bomb blasts. Instead, he was
among the runners treating other runners, a makeshift

emergency medical service of exhausted athletes.
“We put tourniquets on,” Bastajian said. “I tied at least

five, sixlegs with tourniquets.”
The Boston Marathon, held every year on Patriots’

Day, a state holiday, is usually an opportunity tor the city
to cheer with a collective roar. But the explosions turned
an uplifting day into a nightmarish swirl ot bloodied
streets and torn-apart limbs as runners were toppled,
children on the sidelines were maimed, and a panicked

citywatched itsiconic athletic spectacle destroyed.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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PHOTO: AFP

A runner reacts near Kenmore Square after two bombs exploded during the 117th Boston Marathon in Boston, Massachusetts, on Monday.

BRAIN SCANS REVEAL

Men hardly
understand

worrier

MAIL ONLINE

It is often said that

men struggle to

understand women.
Now it seems

experts may have
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2 ¢

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Kobad Ali's "fault” was that he was the
father of a freedom fighter and school-
teacher Kasimuddin's that he had trained
Mukti Bahini with dummy ritles during
the Liberation War. That was why Nizami
had decided to take their lives.

TESTIMONY TO WARTIME KILLINGS

Al-Badr acted on
Nizami's directive

Habibur Rahman Habib, son of martyr
Kobad Ali, yesterday told this to
International Crimes Tribunal-1 as the
fourth prosecution witness in the crimes
against humanity case against Jamaat

leader Motiur Rahman Nizami.
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1

FATIKCHHARI ATTACK
Arrest culprits,

HC asks govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Non-students
rule JCD body

RASHIDUL HASAN and PROTIK CHAKRABORTY

The High Court yesterday directed
police to arrest within 48 hours the cul-
prits who were involved in killing and
injuring people at Bhujpur in
Fatikchhari during the countrywide
hartal on April 11.

The court came up with the order on

a suo moto (on its own motion) move
SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

There is no regular student in the new central committee
of pro-BNP student organisation Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal.
According to the JCD constitution, the central body
should be comprised of 101 members.
But the new committee, approved by BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia on Monday night, has 291 mem-
bers including over 150 married persons who are con-

tractors and businessmen. Some of them are accused in
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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A car takes U-turn at the capital's Moghbazar level crossing yesterday, although a traffic sign clearly prohibits the
illegal act. Ignoring traffic sign on city streets, especially on level crossings, multiplies the risk of road accidents.

HRW asks
govt to free
Mahmudur,
4 bloggers

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Human Rights Watch has
asked the government to
drop charges against four
bloggers and a newspaper
editor arrested this month

and release them.
The government should

stop targeting individuals
and media publishing
stories the government
deems objectionable and
reaffirm its commitment
to freedom of expression,
a principle which the
governing Awami League
has long claimed to cham-
pion, said a press

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

NILKHET HIGH SCHOOL
Coaching made

mandatory

Guardians forced to pay for it

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Nilkhet High School has allegedly been forcing its class 5
to 10 students to attend afterschool coaching classes
violating government policy.

Many guardians complained that the school authori-
ties were forcing them to pay for the extra classes,

whether the children attended them or not.
The education ministry announced a policy titled

"Policy-2012 to stop teachers from doing coaching busi-
ness in educational institutes” on June 20 last year, which
mentions that the head of an institution can arrange
extra classes tor weaker students before and after school

hours only upon requests from guardians.
The guardians staged demonstration yesterday on the

school premises as the authorities did not allow many
SEE PAGE 7 COL 1
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Integral Energy Limited
ONLINE POLL

Do you think political parties
should respond to the new formula
for the polls-time government
proposed by the Transparency
International Bangladesh?

o — (81%)
(19%)

w No R
TOTAL VOTES: 232

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think Bangladesh will be

benefited from the two sub-regional
alliances through producing and
sharing electricity from trans-
boundary rivers in the region?
PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
H\ facebook.com/dailystarnews )

PRAYER TIMING
n Jaat

April 17

Zohr 1245 115

Asr 4-45 5-00

Maghrib 6-24 6-28

Esha 7-45 8-15

Source:
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