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Buddha statues distributed

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's Bazar

Thirty-five precious Buddha statues have been distributed
to the officials of 33 monasteries in Ramu, Ukhia and
Teknaf upazilas. Plathep Bishuddhi Kobi, secretary general
of Sangharaj Monk Grand Assembly in Thailand, distrib-
uted the statues worth Tk 5 crore at a function at Central
Sima Bihar (monastery) in Ramu yesterday, said sources.
Among others, deputy commissioner Md Ruhul Amin, Lt
Col Khalekuzzaman, commander of BGB-17 and superin-
tendent of police Md Azad Mia, were present. Earlier, an
eleven-member delegation from Thailand visited the
damaged monasteries in December last year and distrib-
uted money and relief among the affected Buddhists.

Jatkaseized in Chandpur

A CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Coastguard members in a drive arrested seized 18 maunds
of jatka ((hilsa fry) in the River Meghna of the district yes-
terday. They also arrested three fishermen in this connec-
tion. The arrestees are Shahidul Islam, 42, Sohag Mia, 25,
and Nasir Uddin, 20 of Barisal, Madaripur and Keraniganj
districts, said Lt Badruduzza, commander of Chandpur
coastguard station. In another drive, they also seized six
maunds of jatka from a launch, he said.

Two getlife for killing

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

PHOTO: STAR
Freedom fighters under the banner of Bangladesh Muktijoddha Sangsad accompanied by

a large number of locals bring out a stick procession in Thakurgaon town yesterday
demanding capital punishment to the war criminals involved in murder, rape, arson and
looting during the 1971 Liberation War.

Woman killed, 10 hurt as
two speedboats collide

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

A court here yesterday sentenced a man and his sister to life
term imprisonment for killing a woman. Judge Akhter
Hossain of Khulna Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal handed
down the punishment to Abu Zafar Howlader and his sister
Shahinur of Dighalia upazila. The court also acquitted Abu
Zafar's younger brother Fazlul Haque and Parul Begum,
wife of Fazlul of the murder charge. According to the prose-
cution, the convicts strangled Taslima Begum, 30, wife of

Zafar at Senhativillage on January 1, 2007 for dowry.

50 houses gutted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Over 50 houses were gutted in a fire at Ratore village under
Ranishankoil upazila on Monday night. Local said the fire
originated at an earthen oven of one Dilram's house at
about 9:30pm and soon engulfed the adjoining houses.
The house owners claimed that the loss caused by the fire

could go up toTk 5 lakh.

A woman was killed while 10
others were injured and four
missing in a head-on colli-
sion between two speed-
boats on Mawa-Kawrakandi

route Monday night.
Informed by locals,

Srinagar police recovered
the body of an unidentified
woman, aged around 30,
from the spot yesterday

morning.
Witnesses said, the Mawa

bound speedboat of Delwar
Hossain collided with
another of Litu Khan bound
for Majhikandi near
Lauhajang at around
10:30pm.

One of the rescued pas-
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sengers, Alam Hossain, said
that a trawler rescued the
hapless passengers one and
a halfhour after the incident.
Four still remained missing,

he said.
Lauhajang police station

officer in-charge Zakiur
Rahman said, they cannot
give the figure of the missing
people.

Police seized one speed-
boat while the other
remained traceless along

with its driver, he said.
In-charge of Mawa river

police Md Hafizur Rahman
said that drives continued
vainly in the morning to find
the missing people.

Such mishaps were recur-
ring in the route as speed-
boats often run recklessly
without any light defying
ban, he said, adding that it is
totally banned to drive

sources said.

In Naogaon, a youth died
as a boat capsized in Atrai
River at Rangamati point of
Dhamurhat upazila yester-
day, reports our
Chapainawabganj corre-
spondent.

The deceased was iden-
tified as Arman Ali, 18, son of
Nazibur Rahman of Rasulbil
village under the upazila.

Ekramul Haque, OC of
Dhamurhat police sta-
tion, said Arman and his
two friends Rana and
Shakil were returning
home by a small boat from
a cultural programme on
Pahela Baishakh at
Bhagobanpur village. The
boat sank in the river at
about 12:30am due to bad
weather. Arman drowned
but his two friends swam
ashore.

Akhira
tragedy
day
today

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Pakistani army killed 93
innocent Bangalees at
Akhira village in Phulbari
upazilaonthisdayin 1971.

The occupation forces
with the help of local collab-
orators opened fire on the
unarmed members of 40
families, including women
and children.

Various programmes
have been chalked out to
mark the day, said the local

organisers.
The relatives of the

deceased have been observ-
ing the day themselves
since the year of the massa-
cre as the government is yet
to take any initiative in this
regard.

Mokhlesur Rahman, 50,
who survived the massa-
cre, lamented that the
local administration never
took any move to observe
the day.

The Pakistani troops with
the help of local Razakars
entered Parbatipur,
Phulbari, Birampur and
Nawabganj upazilas on April
13 in 1971 and tortured the
residents savagely.

On April 17, they took 85
out of them to a nearby
pond at Akhira and shot
them dead, said Mokhlesur.
Later, the Pakistani forces

caught eight others and
killed them.
Mokaddes Hossain Labu,

commander of Dinajpur
Muktijoddha Sangsad, said
"We do not have sufficient
fund to build memorials of
the victims".
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88 hurt as rival
villagers clash
in 3 districts

STAR NATIONAL DESK

At least 88 people were
injured in separate clashes
among rival groups in
Sirajganj, Laxmipur and
Gopalganj districts yester-

day and the day before.
At least 53 people were

injured in separate clashes
in Sirajganj town on
Monday, reports our Pabna

correspondent.

Police said, people of
Mirpur and Malshapur
locked in a clash at about
9:00am over a trivial matter,

leaving 40 people injured.
Eleven houses and a shop

were also vandalised during

the clash.
On information, police

rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control by charging baton
and firing more than 30
rubber bullets and 13 tear

gas shells.
Police also arrested 10

people from the spot.
In another incident,

residents of Goila and
Ekdala areas in the town
clashed in a sequel to previ-
ous enmity, leaving 13 peo-
pleinjured in the afternoon.

Additional police and Rab
were deployed in the areas to
maintain law and order, said
officer in-charge of sadar
police station Rafiqul Islam.

In Laxmipur, five people
were injured in a gunfight
between two rival groups at
Sherpur in Sadar upazila on
Monday evening.

The five injured were

identified as Kusum Begum,
Isamoni, Jahangir Alam,
Bablu and Rokireports UNB.

Police said, supporters of
the two groups, one led by
Basikpur union chairman
Abul Kashem and another by
Laden Masum, engaged in a
briefgun battle over establish-

ingsupremacyin thearea.
Later, a house was ran-

sacked and torched.

Of the injured, three were
admitted to a local private
hospital. Later, they were
sent to the capital as their
condition deteriorated.

In Gopalganj, at least 30

people were injured in a clash
between two rival groups
over collecting toll from a
tempostand yesterday.
Police charged baton,
lobbed 65 tear gas shells and
fired a few rubber bullets to

control the situation.
Critically injured three

were admitted to the
Gopalganj General Hospital,

reports a correspondent.
Md. Igbal Hossain, sub-

inspector of Gopalganj police
station said that a group of
people of Bedgram village,
led by Batul Sheikh, suddenly
attacked Shadiman Khan, 40
and Alman Khan, 28, of
Ghosherchar Uttar Para
village at the tempo stand in
Aliva Madrasha area in the
morning.

Later, hundreds of villag-
ers equipped with country-
made weapons gathered on
the Gate Para Bridge in the
town and locked in a fierce
clash.
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