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German
neo-Nazi
trial delayed

BBC ONLINE

The trial of an alleged
German neo-Nazi for the
murders of 10 people has
been delayed following a
row over limits on access to
Turkish journalists.

The trial of Beate
Zschaepe was due to start on
Wednesday but has been put
back to 6 May so that media
passes can be re-allocated.

Turkish media were furi-
ous they had no trial access,
even though most of the
murder victims were ethnic
Turks.

Germany's constitutional
court last week said the
media process was flawed.

"In view of the
Constitutional Court rul-
ing... a new accreditation
process is necessary,’ the
Munich court which will
hear the trial said in a state-
ment on Monday.

4 nations eye
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sites -- nine in India, seven in

Nepal and four in Bhutan --
in the Ganges and the
Brahmaputrariver basins.

Officials added that they
wanted to add electricity from
there to the national grid.

Of the nine sites in India,
two will be in the Teesta, one
in the Maintudu river and
another in the Umiam river
in Meghalaya while the rest
are in the Brahmaputra and
Ganges rivers, ministry
sources said.

“But this is nothing final.
We will finalise the project sites
at the meeting,” an official of

the water resources ministry
told The Daily Star yesterday,

requesting anonymity,

The meeting will not,
however, discuss the
Tipaimukh dam as a

Bangladesh-India joint sur-
vey on the project is under-
way, he added.

Asked about the topic of
discussion at Thursday's
meeting, the ministry source
said the delegates would
discuss implementation of
long-term and sustainable
projects for economic growth
and poverty alleviation.

The members will also
explore technically and
geographically feasible
means for augmentation and
equitable distribution of
water and power.

Development issues and
financing of projects in the
Ganges and the
Brahmaputra river basins are
also high on the agenda.

Replying to a query, minis-
try sources said multina-
tional development partners
are likely to provide funds
and that the Bangladesh
government needed not to
bear any cost.

According to a report in
The Hindu, the jointinitiative
will contribute to poverty
eradication and better socio-
economic integration.

The initiative came under
a clause of the joint commu-
niqué signed by Bangladesh
and India in 2010, ministry
sources said.

Tougher law
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imprisonment and taka five

lakh in fine for fraudulent
practices of the recruiting

agencies, said the secretary,
Murtuza Ahmed.

The draft contains provi-
sions to ensure justice in case
of the offences relating to
overseasemployment.

The proposed law (when
enacted) would replace the
existing Immigration
Ordinance 1982 to check
forgery, deception and other
illegal practices of the recruit-
ing agencies to protect the
interests of the overseas job
seekers and migrant work-
ers, he said.

It provides that aggrieved
persons can file cases against
recruiting agencies with
court. It also has specific
guidelines about filing of
cases, acceptability of the
cases, bail and compensation.

The draft proposed that a
case should be disposed of
within four months with two
more months in certain cir-
cumstances, said Murtuza.

Contacted, expatriates’
welfare and overseas employ-
ment minister Khandker
Mosharraf Hossain said the
draft law would be placed in
parliament after it gets final
approval ofthe cabinet.

“We have prepared the
draft with necessary provi-
sions to ensure rights of the
migrant workers. We want
that they get justice if they
become victims of any kind of
fraudulence in going abroad
forjobs," he said.

JUDGES' SALARY HIKE

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the government
for “delaying” compliance
with its order to raise the
salary oflower court judges.

The Appellate Division
of the SC told Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam
that this behaviour on the
government's part was
unacceptable.

The division made the
observation while hearing
the Masdar Hossain case,
popularly known as the
judiciary separation case.

The apex court on
March 14 had directed the
government to increase the
pay scale of the judicial
officials (lower court judges)
by 30 percent instead of 20
percent proposed by the
government.

It had also directed that
the government provide all
the district judges with a

SC unhappy
at delay

selection grade after five
years of service and submit a
report to it on compliance of
the order by yesterday.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam yesterday
morning told the court that
the government would
submit a time petition
before it.

In response to the attor-
ney general, the six-
member Appellate
Division bench, headed by
Chief Justice Md
Muzammel Hossain, made
the remark.

This court is needed for
all people, whether they are
in power or not, it added.

The court asked the
attorney general to file the
time petition by yesterday
and fixed today for passing
anorder on the case.

The attorney general's
office, however, will file the
petition this morning, said
the office sources.

Prof Yunus
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the honour to the

Bangladeshi microcredit
pioneer.

According to Yunus
Centre, the Nobel Laureate
-- who is currently in the
USA to receive the award --
is scheduled to deliver a
speech afterwards on issues
like social business and
poverty elimination.

Prof Yunus has dedi-
cated this honour to the
people of Bangladesh.

"It is a matter of sheer
joy and pride as the House
and Senate leaders of the
US have jointly decided to
award me the highest civil-
ian award," he told News
World.

The medal represents
the Congress' highest
expression of national
appreciation for distin-
guished achievement and
contribution,

Through Grameen Bank,
Yunus pioneered the

microcredit movement and
helped hundreds of mil-
lions of people around the
world come out of poverty.

In 2010, the US Senate
unanimously approved a
bill to award Yunus the
medal. The bill recognises
the Nobel laureate as a
leading figure in the effort to
fight global poverty.

Former recipients of the
Congressional Gold Medal
include George
Washington, Sir Winston
Churchill, Elie Wiesel, Pope
John Paul II, Martin Luther
King Jr and Coretta Scott
King.

In 2009, Yunus received
the USA's highest civilian
award Presidential Medal
of Freedom for his work as
anagent of change.

The recognition of the
Congressional Gold Medal
has made Yunus the 7th
person in the history to
have won two US awards.

Lab-grown kidney
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A study, in the journal

Nature Medicine, showed
the engineered kidneys were
less effective than natural
ones.

But regenerative medi-
cine researchers said the
field had huge promise.

Kidneys filter the blood to
remove waste and excess
water. They are also the most
in-demand organ for trans-
plant, with long waiting lists.

The researchers' vision is
to take an old kidney and
strip it of all its old cells to
leave a honeycomb-like
scaffold. The kidney would
then be rebuilt with cells
taken from the patient.

This would have two
major advantages over cur-
rentorgan transplants.

The tissue would match
the patient, so they would
not need a lifetime of drugs
to suppress the immune
system to prevent rejection.

[t would also vastly
increase the number of
organs available for trans-
plant. Most organs, which
are offered, are rejected, but
they could be used as tem-
plates for new ones.

Researchers at
Massachusetts General
Hospital have taken the first
steps towards creating
usable engineered kidneys.

They took a rat kidney
and used a detergent to wash
away the old cells.

The remaining web of
proteins, or scaffold, looks
just like a kidney, including
an intricate network of
blood vessels and drainage
pipes.

This protein plumbing
was used to pump the right
cells to the right part of the
kidney, where they joined
with the scaffold to rebuild
the organ.

It was kept in a special
oven to mimic the condi-
tions in a rat’s body for the
next 12 days.

When the kidneys were
tested in the laboratory,
urine production reached
23% ofnatural ones.

The team then tried
transplanting an organ into
a rat. Once inside the body,
the kidney's effectiveness
fell to 5 percent.

Yet the lead researcher, Dr
Harald Ott, told the BBC that
restoring a small fraction of
normal function could be
enough: "If you're on
haemodialysis then kidney
function of 10 to 15 percent
would already make you
independent of
haemodialysis. It's not that
we have to go all the way."

He said the potential was
huge: "If you think about the
United States alone, there's
100,000 patients currently
waiting for kidney trans-
plants and there's only
around 18,000 transplants
done a year.

There is a huge amount of
further research that would
be needed before this is even
considered in people.

The technique needs to
be more efficient so a greater
level of kidney function is
restored. Researchers also
need to prove that the kid-
ney will continue to function
foralongtime.

There will also be chal-
lenges with the sheer size of
a human kidney. It is harder
to get the cells in the right
placeinalarger organ.

Prof Martin Birchall, a
surgeon at University
College London, has been
involved in windpipe trans-
plants produced from scaf-
folds.

"They've addressed some
of the main technical barri-
ers to making it possible to
use regenerative medicine
to address a really important
medical need.”

He said that being able to
do this for people needing
an organ transplant could
revolutionise medicine: "It's
almost the nirvana of regen-
erative medicine, certainly
from a surgical point of view,
that you could meet the
biggest need for transplant
organs in the world - the
kidney."

ROHINGYAS IN MYANMAR

Dhaka for
giving
them due
rights

DIiPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka has urged the
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) to con-
tinue to request the Myanmar
government to create better
economic opportunities for
the Rohingyas and other
Muslim minorities in
Myanmar.

It also urged the Myanmar
authorities to ensure that the
minorities get back their
nationality rights and live as
Myanmar citizens in safety
and with dignity.

The call was made by
Foreign Minister DipuMoniat
the OIC contact group meet-
ing at its headquarters in
Jeddah on Sunday.

She called upon the inter-
national community to
encourage the Myanmar
government to promote
dialogues between the
Muslims and Buddhists in the
Rakhine state and other
sectarian flashpoints.

The foreign minister
stressed the need for neutral-
ising the radical elements
within both the communities.

The OIC could play the role
of a facilitator for holding
inter-communal and inter-
faith dialogues to reinforce
mutual respect and under-
standing, she said.

Dipu Moni went on, "We
mustsend out a clear message
to our Muslim brethren in
Myanmar that we shall con-
tinue to stand by them and
never give up till we find a
lasting solution to their
problems.”

Referring to Rohingyas'
irregular movements at sea
from the coasts of Myanmar
and Bangladesh, mostly
towards Malaysia and
Thailand, she said a large
number of them, including
women and children, are
reportedly falling prey to
trafficking and smuggling
networks operating in the
region.

She called for cooperation
among the regional countries
to prevent such irregular
movements and provide
necessary support to the
victims.

Hunger strike
clashes at
Guantanamo

AFP, Washington

Guards at the Guantanamo
Bay prison fired non-lethal
shots to quell prisoner
unrest Saturday as they
relocated inmates into indi-
vidual cells, US military
officials said.

Officials at the US-run
prison met with resistance
from some inmates as they
moved before dawn to relo-
cate inmates from commu-
nal housing into individual
cells.

"Some detainees resisted
with improvised weapons,
and in response, four less-
than-lethal rounds were
fired,” according to a state-
ment from Robert Durand, a
spokesman with Joint Task
Force Guantanamo, which
runs the prison.

No scope
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activities or support any
quarter who intended to do
such things.

Army chief Gen Igbal
Karim Bhuiyan, navy chief
Vice-admiral Muhammad
Farid Habib and air chief Air
Vice-marshal Muhammad
Enamul Bari separately
made the pledge in response
to the house watchdog's
sharp criticism of BNP chair-
person's recent remark
involving the army.

Addressing a rally in
Bogra on March 24, BNP
chief Khaleda Zia said the
army would not play the role
of "a silent spectator when
people are getting killed"
and that it would "play its
rolein due time".

The opposition leader's
comment was "nothing but
an invitation to the army to
take over the state power," M
Idris Ali, chief of the com-
mittee, told The Daily Star
after the meeting at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban.

The committee expressed
its resentment over the
failure of the Armed Forces
Division in tracking down
Maj Zia, one of the main
plotters of an attempted
coup to overthrow the
incumbent democratic
governmentin2012.

Trials at final stage
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conspiracy, planning, incite-
ment and complicity to
commit genocide and
crimes against humanity
during the Liberation War in
1971.

Jamaat Assistant
Secretary General
Kamaruzzaman was
indicted on seven charges
which include murder and
torture of unarmed civilians
and complicity in other
crimes against humanity
during the war.

As many as 16 prosecu-
tion witnesses have testified
in Ghulam Azam's case,
while 18 prosecution wit-
nesses gave their testimony
in Kamaruzzaman's case.
Azam's son gave testimony
as the lone defence witness,
while five witnesses testified
for Kamaruzzaman.
GHULAM AZAM'S CASE
During three-hour argu-
ments yesterday, chief
defence counsel Abdur
Razzaq and his colleague
Imran Siddiq placed almost
similar arguments they had
placed earlier in the case.

Razzaq said the investiga-
tion officer “had not probed
properly” and the prosecu-
tion had also “failed” to
connect Azam in the war
crimes narrated in the

charges.

Azam could not be con-
victed to the war crimes for
the “faults” of investigation
officer and the prosecutors,
claimed Razzaq.

After their arguments,
prosecutor Sultan Mahmud
Simon said they need some
time for preparing their
reply.

The three-member tribu-
nal led by Justice ATM Fazle
Kabir asked the prosecution
to complete their replies on
legal points tomorrow.

The defence began their
closing argument on March
10 and took 13 days to com-
plete it, while the prosecu-
tion have taken nine days to
place their arguments start-
ing from February 17 and
finished iton March 4.
KAMARUZZAMAN'S CASE
During three-hour-and-45-
minute arguments yester-
day, chief defence counsel
Abdur Razzaq and his col-
league Ehsan A Siddiq
placed their arguments
challenging the second,
fourth, fifth, sixth and sev-
enth charges brought
against Kamaruzzaman.

Concluding their argu-
ments, Razzaq said the
prosecution had mainly
relied on oral evidence and
their witnesses had not only

“contradicted” with each
other but also with the pros-
ecution's documentary
evidence.

“The prosecution have
utterly failed to prove any of
the charges beyond reason-
able doubts,” said Razzaq,
adding, “It is impossible to
convict Kamaruzzaman of
any of the charges.”

Citing testimony of Kafil
Uddin, Kamaruzzaman's
brother and fourth defence
witness, Razzaq said the
accused was in his village
house during the war and
was implicated in the case
for“political purpose”.

However, the prosecu-
tion, completing their argu-
ments on March 31, said
through verbal and docu-
mentary evidence, they had
been able to prove the
charges beyond any shadow
of doubt and sought capital
punishment of
Kamaruzzaman in the inter-
estofjustice.

The three-member tribu-
nal led by Justice Obaidul
Hassan fixed today for the
prosecution's reply in the
case.

The prosecution have
completed their arguments
in four dates, while the
defence have completed it
within three days.

Jamaat played
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days' remand for each of the

arrestees produced in the
court.

As of yesterday, 47 people
have been arrested in the
upazila in connection with
the attack.

Asked about the progress
of the investigation, acting
officer-in-charge (0OC) of
Bhujpur Police Station Aong
Sha Thowai said Jamaat-
Shibir men were directly
involved in the attack.

"From footage, local
sources and witnesses, we
have confirmed that Jamaat-
Shibir men, particularly the
Bhujpur union parishad
chairman, and its member
Taskeer, were involved in the
attack,” he said.

Jamaat leaders Nuri and
Taskeer were picked up after
the incident.

Mohammad Farid Uddin,
additional superintendent
(ASP) of Chittagong police
(North), said, "According to
evidence, the duo played a

vital role in the attack.
Chairman Nuri was compar-
atively more aggressive and
one of the masterminds.”

The ASP said police had
not yet found any connection
of Hefajat-e Islam with the
attack. They, however, suspect
Hefajat supporters might
havebeen involvedinit.

On Thursday, alleged
Jamaat-Shibir men, joined by
several thousand villagers,
attacked an AL motor proces-
sion and law enforcers follow-
ing a rumour that the march-
ers had killed a madrasa
teacher and were about to
attack the Kazirhat mosque
and a Hefajat-run madrasa.

Three people were killed
and more than 100 people,
including 15 policemen,
four fire fighters and two
border guards, were injured
in the attack. The attackers
also set fire to around 100
vehicles, including 50
motorbikes and a fire-
fighting vehicle.

Local AL leader ATM

Peyarul Islam said they were
preparing to file a case with
Bhujpur police in connec-
tion with killing of their
three party men.

Contacted, Ameer of
Fatikchhari unit Jamaat-e-
Islami Maulana Habib
Ahmed denied the allega-
tion of Jamaat's involvement
intheincident.

"Jamaat's hold in Bhujpur
is weak; the area is rather a
stronghold of Hefajat-e
Islam,"” he said, adding,
"Hefajat men could have been
involved in the mayhem."

Despite repeated
attempts, no leaders of
Bujpur unit Hefajat-e Islam
could be reached for their
comments,

On Friday, police filed a
case against more than 5,000
people, including 100
named, for swooping on law
enforcers, obstructing their
duty, committing arson and
vandalism and creating
anarchy at Kazirhat area on
Thursday.

Amar Desh stops
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of Bangla daily Sangram, and

Mahmuda Begum, acting
chairman of Amar Desh, for
printing the daily at the Al
Falah Printing Press without
government permission.

Executive Magistrate
Nasrin Sultana filed the case
with Ramna Police Station
on Saturday, two days after
the arrest of Amar Desh
acting Editor Mahmudur
Rahman.

Aided by Ramna police,
the magistrate also raided
the Al Falah Printing Press at
Moghbazar, seized 210 cop-
ies of Saturday's issue of
Amar Desh and 5,000 copies
of its Sunday issue from the
press and picked up 19 Amar
Desh press staff, who are
now in jail.

Shaikh Yusuf Harun,
deputy commissioner of
Dhaka, told The Daily Star
that Abul Asad had commit-
ted a criminal act by printing
Amar Desh illegally.

"Al Falah has a declara-
tion of printing daily
Sangram, not Amar Desh.
Besides, the Al Falah author-
ities did not seek any per-
mission from the district
administration for printing
Amar Desh at their press.”

The DC added, "We did
not seal off the Al Falah
Printing Press considering
that it would lead to the
closure of another daily."

Advocate Saleh Uddin
Ahmed, another counsel for
Amar Desh, said according
to the Printing Presses and
Publications (Declarations
and Registrations) Act-1973
it was not mandatory for AL
Falah to take permission
from the DC to print Amar
Desh.

On Thursday morning,
police arrested Mahmudur
Rahman in a case for pub-
lishing Skype conversations
between Justice Md Nizamul
Hug, ex-chairman of
International Crimes
Tribunal-1, and Ahmed
Ziauddin, an expatriate
Bangladeshilegal expert.

He was also shown
arrested in two other cases --
one filed on March 17 in
connection with hartal and
pre-hartal violence and
another on March 26 for
assaulting police and
obstructing their work.

The same day, a general
diary was also filed against
him for running a fictitious
report in January involving
the changing of the Gilaf
(cover) of Holy Kaaba. Amar
Desh published a photo of
the event with a false news
report with the caption, "A
human chain led by the
khatib of Holy Kaaba pro-
tests the war crimes trial in
Bangladesh.”

Later at night, law enforc-

ers locked the Amar Desh
press and seized a computer
and some documents.

Condemnation

Criticising the way
Mahmudur Rahman was
arrested at his office, rights
organisation Ain o Salish
Kendra said it does not mor-
ally support any kind of
interference in the freedom
of the press or the closing
down ofany newspaper.

However, ASK also
slammed Amar Desh for
publishing illogical and
provocative news reports in
the last few months that
have led to anarchy and
indiscipline in the country,
says a press release.

The Asian Federation
against Involuntary
Disappearance, another
rights body, an international
human rights organisation,
in a separate press release
called upon the government
to uphold the civil and polit-
ical rights of Mahmudur
Rahman and condemned
the “closure of Amar Desh’”.

Under the international
human treaties signed by
Bangladesh, the govern-
ment is bound to uphold the
rights of journalists like
Mahmudur Rahman, who
play a vital role in exposing
human rights violations in

the country, the release
added.

Prothom Alo apologises
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The measures followed wide-
spread public outrage over the
story, which many felt was
offensive and demeaning to
women political activists,
Shahbagh and all progressive
movementsat large.

In a letter to Matiur
Rahman, women's rights
activists, including Rokeya
Kabir, Khushi Kabir and
Rokeya Rafique, under the
banner Begum Rokeya
Mancha, termed Hye's story
as“pornography”.

They demanded a joint
statement from the writer,
editor and literature editor
of Prothom Alo stating that
the “descriptions in the story
are false”.

“This story reproduces
and legitimises the acts of
defamation that some anti-
war crimes trial groups have
been carrying out against the
women involved in the
Shahbagh movement,” they
said.

Meanwhile, students

under the banner of
Bikhhubdho Chhatra Samaj
burnt copies of Prothom Alo
at Dhaka University's TSC
yesterday, condemning the
publication of the story.
Sadman Sakib, spokesper-
son of the group, said the stu-
dents demand that the litera-
ture editor be fired immedi-
ately. They also want the
authorities concerned to take
away all literary awards,
including the Bangla Academy
Award, conferred on Hye.

14-party
to protest
anarchy

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ruling Awami League-
led 14-party alliance yester-
day announced a four-day
programme including rallies
in different districts in pro-
test against what it said was
the opposition's country-
wide anarchy.

AL presidium member
Mohammad Nasim
announced the programmes
after a meeting of the alli-
ance leaders at the AL presi-
dent's Dhanmondi office in
the capital.

The meeting slammed
BNP and Jamaat for their
“evil design to overthrow the
government through back-
ing Hefajat-e Islam's April 6
rally”.

As part of the 14-party
programmes, a solidarity
meeting will be held with
women leaders on April 18 at
the Dhanmondi office and
rallies at district headquar-
tersonMay 2,3 and 4.

Meanwhile, the 14-party
alliance yesterday held a rally
in front of the AL central
office on Bangabandhu
Avenue in Gulistan yesterday.

At the rally, Nasim alleged
that Transparency
International Bangladesh's
formula on the polls-time
government was nothing
but“BNP's formula”.

“It's not right to put for-
ward BNP's formula in the
name of TIB's. There is no
need for this formula. The
election will be held under

an interim government,” he
added.

Alleging that Jamaat and
some other religion-based
parties carried out genocide
during the Liberation War in
the name of protecting
Islam, Nasim asked Hefajat
leaders, “What do you want
now chanting the same
slogan?”

Kuwait jails
former MP for
'insulting emir’

AFP, Kiuwait City

A Kuwaiti court sentenced
opposition leader and for-
mer MP Mussallam al-
Barrak to five years in prison
yesterday after he was con-
victed of insulting the coun-
try's emir.

Barrak, a nationalist, was
charged with making state-
ments offensive to the ruler
of the oil-rich Gulf state,
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, at a public rally on
October 15.

Criticising the emir is a
crime in Kuwait that carries
a maximum penalty of five
yearsin jail.

JCD-Shibir men
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house on March 31 over the
issue. Robiul then filed a case
against some JCD activists
with Boalia Police Station in
this connection.

“The attack on Robiul was
in retaliation for filing of the
case,” Shafiquladded.

Asaduzzaman, joint secre-
tary of Rajshahi district
Awami League, said some 30
JCD and Shibir men, led by
JCD activist Sayeed, attacked
Robiul when he was celebrat-
ing a Pahela Baishakh
programmein his locality.

The attackers stabbed him
and hit him on the head with
bricks, leaving him critically
injured, said Ziaur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Boalia
Police Station.

Robiul was declared dead
after he was rushed to
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital, he added.

In protest at the killing,
activists of BCL and AL
torched a BNP office in the
city.

Police have arrested 28 JCD
and Shibir men suspecting
their involvement in the
killing.

In another incident, a
group of JCD and Shibir activ-
ists allegedly cut tendons of
another BCL leader in the
same Meherchandi area
when he was returning home
around 9:30pm.

The victim, Habibur
Rahman, is the science and
technology affairs secretary of
Rajshabhi district BCL and also
a second-year student of
botany of Rajshahi University.

Habibur was admitted to
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital in a critical condition
and later shifted to National
Institute of Cardiovascular
Diseases and Hospital in
Dhaka as his condition deteri-
orated.



