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Dawn of Mongol Shobhajatra

Celebrating Home, Away from Home

Baishakhi Mela in London
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day of Baishakh of 1392 Bangla year, April
14, 1985, to the beats of Bangla drums.

year other cultural organisations from
Jessore joined us in the procession. We were

up to spring. From my living room at
Canary Wharf, the Thames sparkled like

instrumental in sending out the message
of Independence immediately after the
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history, the history of a colorful procession -

- Mongol Shovajatra -- at the dawn of Pahela
Baishakh.
Some years later, Dhaka Fine Arts

Institute brought out a similar procession in
1989, the brainchild of three youths:
Mahabub Jamal Shamim, Moklesur Rahman
and Heronmay Chanda who were the
pioneers of the Jessore procession. Soon the
colourful Mongol Shobhajatra spread
countrywide and became an integral part of
Bangla culture.

Dhaka
In 1988 we returned to Dhaka to

complete our post graduation. Dhaka Fine
Arts Institute was going through a crisis due
to political instability. We decided that we
would spread some joy and try to bring
some semblance of normalcy. We secretly
arranged a colourful procession on the
occasion of Zainul Festival the same year. As
in the past we had masks, models of
animals and traditional instruments to the
tune of Bangla musical instruments at the

Hospital, appreciating the delightful
change in nature, [ caught a glimpse of
the posters by the busy roads. Colourful
picturesque masks like those that crop
up at every Baishakhi Festival in Dhaka.
Did I see it right? But this was London!
looked through the rear window and
confirmed that Baishakhi Mela was to be
held on 8 May 2011 on Brick Lane. Brick
Lane in East London, referred to as
Bangla Town, is an authentic area for
Bangladeshi cuisine and the one place in
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held for the last 14 years,” added Azad,
the chairperson of the London Branch of
Bishwa Shahitya Kendra.

At the entrance of the carnival, chil-
dren were screaming in delight as the
roller coasters soared perilously towards

yellow, flowers bedecking their hair -- all
rushing to the mela ground. This was no
different than what we see and experi-
ence back home in Bangladesh on Pahela
Baishakh.

A huge stage at the furthest corner was

Bengali community recently,” said one of
the organisers, Zakir Hossain. Dia
Chakravarty's (granddaughter of poet
Sufia Kamal) performance of Tagore
songs was highly appreciated by the
audience. A book launch session fol-

lowed next.
At the end of the programme, the

audience was treated to Tagore's art and
a fashion show. The show highlighted the
“fashion statement” created by the
Jorashanko Thakurbari during Tagore's
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canvas. We wanted to spread fine arts aCross ¢ students spontaneously joined the pay a short visit with family and friends. SE'%mEd n.mhmg short of the ﬁangladeshl Wi P]Efn WA Rlags. A, added one of the Amit of “Shesher Kabita”; Nikhilesh and . -S0hiin S
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canvas for us. With this philn@ph}gr & University campus. marked by a colourful procession of !;““d””- _ , will to |he. tune of B13.ul:a kebanailore,a 11 “Chokher Bali”, Nandini from Organiser:
Moklesur Rahman a print artist, painter 0 Later, the institute took the initiative to brought out by the local youth and com- We have come to introduce our chil-  Hason Raja composition. “Roktokorobi” and more sprang to life
Heronmay Chanda and I went back to = bring out a similar procession the next dren to the Baishakhi Mela that we miss A deep sense of pride filled my heart. .30 the style Tagore sketched him-

Jessore in 1985 to establish a unique Fine
Arts Institution after we had graduated.

institute needed an introduction to the

surprise on the first day of the Bangla year.

for our procession. We wanted to establish

Pahela Baishakh in 1989 which was Bangla
1396. The procession was named Mongol

munity groups. [ reached the massive
park at 5pm, half expecting that the
crowd had dispersed by then.

so much,” said a housewife, Rehana
Perveen. “Our children love the deshi

As part of Chhayanaut, we were among a
handful of artistes who had started cele-

self. Ronny and Urmee Mazhar narrated
the background during the catwalk.

With the support of our teacher, sculptor Jessore residents, so we took the initiative of ~ Around 300 children of our art students Pahela Baishakh as a festival or rather a Shobhajatra. The next year Mymensingh To my surprise,  watched the crowd in ~ items such as phuchka and chatpati. brating Pahela Baishakh in Dhaka. It has It was late and we had to return home. Programme
Habiduzzaman, we established Charupith, a a colourful procession to pay our tributes to were dressed as p.rince,_ princesses, flowers,  carnival for all religions. and Barisal took out the Mongol i 1l?mre rmistj have been over 100.000  Even though the price is exorbitant we now stretched far and wide and isbeing  One could sense the feeling of pride SRR RIGESY On Channel

fine arts institute in Jessore on February 8, the language martyrs on February 21. birds etc. We carried bright masks, models On 6 pm of the Bangla year 1392, the first Shobhajatra. sonle munchine. dancine. slurpin ém 4 want them to enjoy it,” added her hus- observed with much festivity at the other rippling through in the audience, a quiet ~, §iey §< ORI m.,n 2 .;' af:ﬂﬁ:!ﬂam

1985 at the old building of Jessore MM After the success of that initiative we of animals and other items related to Bangla drum beat heralded our festival. We And thus the Mongol Shobhajatra F' p 2 131 : ;gé ping hanidl, Abi Eans Miistafa Kousial side of the world! o Biars b bt disatta bt mfleq Sk : ¥ ﬁ: L e | Live From |
College at Puratan Kasba in the town. The decided to take the people of Jessore by heritage. We arranged a local musical team  marched down the town roads with children became a national phenomenon. air{‘gérelgﬁr; Eaxfégc:] H?SEELH Eaﬁ — I watched from afar, the stream of By 6pm we reached Oxford House o howie. the cullﬁral rnmfhad ;ml : ' ' ::ih::ﬂ:ﬂ;

Europe,” said poet Shameem Azad. 'The
Boishakhi Mela (New Year Festival),
organised by the Tower Hamlet, has been

ladies dressed gorgeously in white and
red jamdani and cotton saris, and men in
colourful panjabi, the toddlers clad in

where more surprise awaited us. Bishwa
Shahitya Kendra UK had arranged a
special programme celebrating the 150th

withered away in neglect. This was home
away from home, or as the saying goes
“home is where the heart is.”

Organisers: Shurer
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awake for celebrations. It is one of those
days when people of all religion celebrate a
single occasion. I fondly remember the
childhood days of celebrating Pahela
Baishakh, when I'd sometimes be unable to
sleep the night before; such was the
excitement. Buying novelty items at the fairs

Baishakh

Favyza Haq

Enjoying “Pahela
Baishakh" is next to
living it up in the

“hilsa”, exchanging

]

i
- T

L]

-

Baishakhi dinner invitation
to a friend's house last year
where every woman wore
sari of Boishaki hues with
the typical Bengali touch. I
wore an off white
embossed kota with the

Khondokar Yusuf Razee Billah, to wear a white panjabi (which really should be called
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[ will spend this Pahela Baishakh in
Australia, along with my wife and daughter.
Although we are going there on vacation, we
plan to welcome the New Year through

jokes, the camara-
derie and high
pranks know no
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a Bengali) to look like a typical Bengali couple straight from Ramna Park.
To top it all, I bought this cane tray with a netted topper from Bed, Bath and
Beyond, which everyone thought was obtained from a Bangladeshi village [living up
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days. I used to live in a village, where : : Everyone at the dinner was dressed in typically colourful Baishakhi get-up. My BANGLAVISION

Baishkahi mela was a mandatory feature of
the day. I used to visit the fair with my

One is told the “hilsa” sits for hours as it bakes slowly, and the bones gradu-
ally melt. Pickles, chutney and other concoctions gather at the table. The occa-
sion may also be compared to Christmas, the world over. One shares jokes,

friend Dora had prepared the typical Bangla feast of mach, bhaat, bhaji, bhorta, daal
along with the usual polao-korma, which of course is an undeniable part of the Bangla
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different. The best part about this special
day is how it inspires all to usher in the New
Year with goodwill. I also recollect the fun I
had riding the Nagordola (Ferris wheel)
during my childhood Pahela Baishakh days.

Ferdous
Pahela Baishakh doesn't belong to any

individual; it's a day for all Bangalees. This is
the best aspect of the day. I try to keep my
shooting schedule free on the day. It feels
good to spend the first day of the year with

in Dhaka. I fondly remember going to the
Ramna Batamul celebrations.

Salahuddin Lavlu

Pahela Baishakh makes me nostalgic. I
used to take money from my mother and
run to the mela on this day. It was a day of
great fun. I still remember the excitement of
buying new kites and pen-knives, for
cutting mangoes. [ will stay in Dhaka this
year on Pahela Baishakh, and celebrate the
day in traditional Bangalee style.

and old -- join in their own way to mark the
day with festivities. I plan on spending some
time with my family on the day. But I will
also have to allot the rest of the day for
music, as there are many stage shows on the
day. I will welcome the New Year with the
audience. Looking back at earlier Pahela
Baishakh celebrations, I used to wheedle my
parents when [ wanted to buy something
from the fair, and eventually succeeded in
my persuasive skills.

people from several nearby villages, and I
always had a long wish-list of items to buy. I
liked to buy flutes, which I enjoyed playing.
Circuses, palagaan and putul naach were all
a regular part of the fair. I remember that I
once got very scared while watching the
circus performances. Although the
schedules are tight, I make some time on
this day to enjoy special dishes with my
close ones over a good adda. [ also like to go
out in the afternoon or in the evening to

with Pahela Baishakh. The day has been
entwined with our culture for hundreds of
years. There is no place in Bangladesh
where people don't celebrate the day with
enthusiasm. People from all religion and
classes join in the festivities and have fun
together. Like every year, my mother will
cook special Bangalee cuisine at home, for
which I will be assisting her. [ hope the day
brings in betterment for everyone.

relish, they say. When the king “hilsa” is on the table, says my friend Shahida --
for whom the in-law approval is a must for the festive season.

On the bright day of “Pahela Baishakh”, my friends Maksud, the pen-and-ink
artist, and his wife -- the doll-like Shumi, had “baked hilsa” as if it were “on the
fist day of Christmas my true love gave to me.”

Shops along Banani and Dhanmandi will have “shalwar kameez” of “khadi

stitch” in silks, cottons and new blends.

Even in friendly shops on Dhanmandi road Five and in Chandni Chawk not
far off, owners and workers will fill your appetite with sweetmeats and bright
flowers, in memory of the book--keeping days of yore. Where else can one find

such ready camaraderie?

Flowers and face paintings make the day more of fun and festivity.

celebrities from Dhaka, the programmes are unending. There are so many events
these days that it is getting increasingly difficult to keep track and even more difficult
to select and attend one. The Bengali community and the cultural activities have

grown tremendously in NJ.

After a late night hoichoi at Dora's, as we stepped out, the still freezing NJ winter
night made us huddle in our winter coats. There were soft flurries falling quietly,
making the pathway slippery under my sandaled feet. [ thought: we were the
fortunate few to experience the cold, serene snow outside while keeping the warm

glow of Baishakh in our hearts.

The writer is a noted singer and an engineer by profession.
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