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Balotelli
punished

AFP, Turin
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AC Milan striker Mario
Balotelli has been sus-
pended for three matches
by the Italian league's
disciplinary committee on
Tuesday after insulting an

assistant referee.
The Italy international

was given a one-match
ban after picking up a
fourth yellow card in last
Sunday's 2-2 draw against

Fiorentina.
He was banned for a

further two games after
insulting a linesman at the
end of the match, the

league said in a statement.
Balotelli turned on the

official who was watching
the forward having an
animated discussion with
Fiorentina goalkeeper
Emiliano Viviano.

The suspension means
he will miss Milan's next
two big matches against
Naples and league-leaders
Juventus plus the encoun-
ter with Catania.

"Super Mario" has
scored seven goals in eight
games since his arrival
from English Premier
League club Manchester
City in January.

His absence robs third-
placed Milan of their first-
choice striker as they seek
to wrest second spot from
Napoli.

10-match ban

for racism
proposed

AFP, London

Players found guilty of
racial abuse will face mini-
mum suspensions of 10
matches, under plans laid
out by UEFA general sec-
retary Gianni Infantino on
Wednesday.

Infantino also said racist
offences would trigger
partial stadium closures in
the first instance and tull
stadium closures for a
second incident.

The proposed punish-
ments would atfect all
matches in European
competition.

"We have to have sanc-
tions and they must have
a deterrent effect and
what we are proposing is
if a player or official is
convicted of racism, they
should receive a 10-match
suspension at least,”
Infantino told the
Soccerex forum in
Manchester.

"If supporters at a club
are found guilty of racist
abuse, the first sanction
will be a partial closure of
the part of the stadium
from which the racist
abuse took place.
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Borussia Dortmund
defender Felipe
Santana (R) is lifted
by his teammate
llkay Guendogan
after his winning goal
against Malaga dur-
ing their Champions
League quarterfinal
second leg in
Dortmund on
Tuesday.
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Borussia Dortmund
scored twice in added
time to seal a dramatic 3-
B 2 quarterfinal, second-
9 legwinathome to Malaga
- on Tuesday to reach the

last four of the Champions League.
With Malaga leading 2-1 in the dying

stages, Dortmund's Marco Reus gave his
side a glimmer of hope with a 91st-minute
equaliser, but the Spaniards would still

have gone through on away goals.
In the frantic closing seconds, Reus

managed to stab the ball across the
Malaga goal for Brazilian centre-back
Felipe Santana to toe the ball over the line
for the crucial third Dortmund goal to put

the Germans in the last four.
Dortmund go through 3-2 on aggregate

after last Wednesday's first leg finished
goalless and are into the semifinals for the
firsttime since 1998.

Malaga winger Joaquin had given the
Spaniards an early away goal before
Poland striker Robert Lewandowski's

equalisermadeit 1-1 at the break.
Second-half substitute Eliseu then

looked to have put Malaga in the semis in
their debut season in Europe's top club
competition with a goal eight minutes
from time, before Dortmund produced

two goals in two magical minutes.
It was heart-break for Manuel

Pellegrini's side after the Malaga coach
had to make a round-trip to his native
Chile following the death of his father in

the days betore the game.
Dortmund continue their run as the

only unbeaten team in the competition,
but the winning goal came as late as the
93rd minute at the Signal Iduna Park.

Dramatic Dortmund

Despite the hosts’ bright start, a mis-
timed clearing header from Dortmund
centre-back Santana gave Malaga their
first chance on 25 minutes, which the
Spaniards pounced on to score the early

away goal the Germans had dreaded.
When the ball fell to Joaquin, the for-

mer Spain winger pulled the ball back
onto his left foot, out of reach of his
marker Marcel Schmelzer, and rolled his
shot through the legs of Neven Subotic

and past goalkeeper Roman Weidenfeller.
[t meant Dortmund had to score twice,

but they needed only 15 minutes to draw
level as Germany star Marco Reus sub-
limely tlicked on a pass between his legs
and into the path of striker Lewandowski.
Despite the attention of three defend-
ers, the Poland star needed no further
invitation to slot in his sixth goal of the

competition.
Dortmund had a nervous final few sec-

onds of the half as an unmarked Joaquin
came close to netting a second for Malaga.

Lewandowski forced Willy Caballero into
a diving save early in the second half, while
Weidenfeller produced an outstanding
parry to keep out Joaquin's header which
looked destined for the bottom corner.

Eliseu looked to have wrapped it up, 12
minutes after coming oft the bench, when
he knocked Julio Baptista's rolling, goal-
bound shot past Weidenfeller from close
range to leave Dortmund reeling.

But with the hosts pushing forward
frantically, left-back Jesus Gamez was
tackled by Santana, and the loose ball fell
to Marco Reus, who stroked it in to give
Dortmund hope.

And Santana was Dortmund's 11th-
hour hero when he stabbed the ball over
the line in a desperate scramble after
Marco Reus's shot across goal.

Police probe
Kompany
claims

AFP, London

Police in Britain have
revealed that they are
studying claims that
Manchester City captain
Vincent Kompany was
racially abused as he gave
a television interview
after his side's win at
Manchester United on
Monday.

The Belgium interna-
tional was being inter-
viewed alongside team-
mate James Milner in the
Old Trafford tunnel area
when a voice could be
heard off-camera appar-
ently shouting abuse,
although it was not clear
to television viewers what
was said.

Kompany scored an
own goal in the match,
cancelling out Milner's
opening goal for City, but
the away side prevailed 2-
1 through a late strike
| from Sergio Aguero,

e

Chelsea chasing history

HFP Paris

Chelsea can take a
step closer to becom-
ing only the fourth
side to win all three of

o4
i

"

GEFQ UEFA's major club
EUROPA competitions by
LEAGUE cementing a place in

the Europa League
semifinals when they travel to Rubin
Kazan onThursday.

Only Juventus, Ajax and Bayern
Munich can count Champions
League, Cup Winners' Cup and UEFA
Cup triumphs among their list of
honours, but Chelsea are well posi-
tioned to add their name to that elite
agroup as they head to Russia with a 3-
1 advantage from the first leg at

Stamford Bridge.
"We have established a good lead.

We know that the second leg will be
ditficult away from home, so it was
important to get the victory and
score three goals,” said Brazilian

midfielder Ramires.
"Obviously we want to qualify for

the Champions League but we don't
want to forgo the trophies that we are
chasing either,” added the 26-year-
old, sounding a slightly different
tone to teammate John Mikel Obi
after the Nigerian revealed his indit-
ference towards Europe's second-
tier competition.

"No disrespect to the Europa
League... butwhen you get that buzz,
and you hear the Champions League
song, it's different.

"It has been kind of frustrating to

watch (Champions League matches)
- and we have to then play on

Thursday night,” Mikel admitted.
History overwhelmingly favours

Rata Benitez's side with the Blues
having won all five previous encoun-
ters against Russian opposition and
Rubin, despite an 18-game European
unbeatenrunin Kazan, farless domi-
nant in Moscow, the wvenue for
Thursday's return leg, having lost
three of their past four matches at the

Luzhniki Stadium.
Chelsea's London rivals

Tottenham face a significantly
sterner challenge as they make the
trip to Basel to face the Swiss league

FIXTURES

(kick-off times 1905 GMT unless stated otherwise):

Rubin Kazan (RUS) v Chelsea (ENG) (1600), Basel
(SUI) v Tottenham (ENG), Lazio (ITA) v Fenerbahce

leaders with their last-eight tie
evenly poised at 2-2 after Spurs
recovered from a two-goal deficit at

White Hart Lane last week.
Adding to Andre Villas-Boas' prob-

lems is the absence of Gareth Bale,
Aaron Lennon and William Gallas
after the trio all sustained injuries in
thefirstleg.

However, January arrival Lewis
Holtby remained confident
Tottenham could still secure their

place in the last four.
"We are good away from home, we

have got some good results this sea-
son so we're still positive and our
confidence is high," said the German

international.
Benfica will go to Newcastle as the

favourites to advance following a 3-1
victory in the Portuguese capital last

time out.
Only twice has a side recovered

from a two-goal, first-leg deficit in
the competition's knockout phase
since itwas rebranded four years ago,
and while Newcastle are unbeaten in
13 European home fixtures they have
only won by more than one goal on
two occasions in that time.

A meagre return of 10 goals in 11
games since the start of this season's
eroup stage doesn't bode well for the
Magpies, but midfielder Yohan Cabaye

is optimistic about his side s hopes.
"In front of our supporters, I'm

sure we'll have chances. Now it's up
to us to control the match well and
play the 90 minutes right to the end
to try and qualify,” said the French

international.
With the club having announced a

sell-out for Thursday's match,
Cabaye added: "It'll be a whole dif-
ferent atmosphere and [ know we can

count on ourfans.”
Lazio must overturn a 2-0 deficit

in Rome if they are to make it through
to the semis after Pierre Webo and
Dirk Kuyt struck two late goals for
Fenerbahce a week ago.

However, the Italians will be
forced to play in front of an empty
Olympic Stadium after the club was
sanctioned with a two-match sta-
dium ban following crowd trouble in
their last-32 tie against Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

Al-Thani blames
racism for defeat

AF P, Dartmund

AFp, Istanbul

Real made to sweat

they started in perfect fashion.

Malaga president Abdullah bin Nasser
Al-Thani has called for UEFA to investi-
gate his team's dramatic 3-2 Champions
League defeat at Borussia Dortmund

9 which heblamed onracism.

Dortmund scored two goals in 70
seconds in added time at home on Tuesday to reach the
last four of the Champions League after their dramatic
quarter-final finished 3-2 on aggregate after last
Wednesday's goalless first-legin Malaga.

Replays showed both Germany midfielder Marco
Reus' 91st-minute equaliser and Felipe Santana's 93rd-
minute match-winner looked to have been scored from
offside positions, leaving Malaga's Qatari billionaire
president fuming.

"This is not football, but racism, clearly,” he wrote on
his Twitter account after his side were denied a
Champions League semifinal place on their first season

in the competition.

"l hope to open a thorough investigation UEFA regard-
ing the Spanish club out this way [sic].

"Thank you very much for the team, you have been
Champions on the pitch, I'm sorry to go out this way (to)

injustice and racism."”
After the match, the Spaniards’ coach Manuel

Pellegrini was highly critical of Scottish referee Craig
Thomson, but Malaga's second goal by Eliseu, eight
minutes from time which had made it 2-1, was also

shown to have been offside.
"It was like there wasn't a referee on the pitch at the

end, it was chaos in the closing stages, there were six or
seven things which went unpunished in our area,” fumed
Pellegrini.

"There was a chain of mistakes. Whatever needs to be

changed, must be changed.”
Malaga's sense of injustice was reflected in the

Spanish media.

Real Madrid withstood a second-
half onslaught from Galatasaray to
qualify for their third successive
Champions League semifinal 5-3
on aggregate, despite losing 3-2 on
the night.

Already leading 3-0 from the
first-leg last week, it took Los
Blancos just eight minutes to build
on their advantage as Sami Khedira
crossed for Cristiano Ronaldo to
prod home from close range.

However, after Ronaldo had
missed a guilt edged opportunity
to double his tally on the night,
Galatasaray produced a remark-
able comeback as Emmanuel
Eboue thumped in an equaliser
from the edge of the box.

Wesley Sneijder and Didier
Drogba then added two goals in a
minute to ensure a nervy final 18
minutes for Madrid.

Alvaro Arbeloa saw two quick-
fire yellow cards a minute from
time to ensure he will miss the first-
leg of the semifinal, before Ronaldo
sealed Madrid's path into the last
four with another sweet strike in
stoppage time.

Madrid had been warned about
the wall of noise they would face in
[stanbul but just like in the first leg,

Angel di Maria ought to have
done better when his shot towards
an open goal was deflected wide
after Fernando Muslera had scam-
pered from his line to deny Gonzalo

Higuain just three minutesin.
However, the visitors continued

to take the game to Galatasaray in
the early stages and reaped their
reward just five minutes later.
Mesut Ozil was once more the
creator for the Spanish championsas
he slipped Khedira through on the
right side of the area and his driven

cross was turned in by Ronaldo for
his 10th goal in just 10 Champions

League appearances this season.
Ronaldo then played in Di Maria

for what would have been the visi-

tors' second on 25 minutes had
it not been for an incredi-
ble save from Muslera to ﬂ e
turn '[l"%E' Argentine's ":I; k.
driven effort over the bar. rﬁ d
The hosts created '
hardly anything of note
going forward in the first-
half, but Sneijder did test Diego
Lopez's handling with a powerful
drive from the edge of the area after
Madrid had switched off from a
short corner seven minutes before
half-time.

Real Madrid superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo exults

agamst Galatasaray
during their Champions
League quarterfinal in
Istanbul on Tuesday.
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