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SNIPPETS

Templesetonfire

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Criminals set a temple on fire at Puraton Bazar on Daudpur
road in the town early yesterday. Sub-inspector Saiful
Islam of Sadar police station said, a gang set on fire the Kali
Mandir on Daudpur road and damaged an idol and some
goods. Krishna Saha, president of the temple, said that the
incident took palce at midnight. Seeing the fire, night
guard of the area extinguished the fire and informed it to
local Hindus. On information, police rushed to the spot to
investigate the matter.

Fire damages betel garden
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Betel leaves on 10 bighas were damaged in a devastating
fire at Taragunia village in Daulatpur upazila in the district
on Tuesday evening. Affected garden owners claimed that
the fire gutted leaves worth Tk 15 lakh. The fire originated
at the betel leaf garden of one Abdus Sattar Malitha at
about 6.00pm and soon engulfed over 10 bighas. Farmers
of the locality cultivated betel on about 60 bighas at
Taragunia.

UP member murdered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

Police recovered the body of a union parishad (UP) mem-
ber from a maize field at Kusharigaon village under Pirganj
upazila yesterday afternoon. The deceased was Alauddin
Fakir, 50, son of Hafizuddin of the same village and a mem-
ber of Bhamradaha union parishad of the upazila. Officer
in charge of Pirganj police station Mehedi Hasan told this
correspondent over cell phone that Alauddin Fakir went
out of his house at 10:00am on Tuesday. Later local people
found his body in a maize field half a kilometer away from
his house and informed police. The OC said there was an
injury mark under his left eye and he was murdered.

Bodyrecovered
OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Jamalpur

Police yesterday recovered the body of a man from
Brahmaputra river bank at Juanerchar village in
Dewanganj upazila of the district. The deceased is Abul
Kashem, 55, of Sayedabad village under Roumari
upazila of Kurigram. Locals found his body buried in
the sand on the bank, while his hands visible on the
surface, said officer in-charge Md Mizanur Rahman of
Dewanganj police station. Kashem had remained miss-
ing since Sunday night. Previous enmity might have led
to his killing, police said.

Cloth store gutted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A big cloth store was gutted by a fire at Shapla Super Market
in the town on Tuesday night. The fire originated from an
electric shot circuit at about 9:00pm at the shop and gutted
all the cloths in it. On information, a fire service unit from
Bogra town rushed to the spot and doused the blaze. The
affected shop owner claimed that the extent of loss from
the fire could go up to Tk 20 lakh.
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A vast maize field on the Karatoa river basin in Pirganj upazila of Rangpur. Eight districts
under Rangpur division are expecting a bumper yield of the crop this season.

Maize farmers set to
have a big harvest

MEHEDY HASAN, Rangpur

Fortune has smiled on the
maize farmers of eight dis-
tricts in the division as they
are set to have a big harvest

this season.
Locals said, growers were

became increasingly inter-
ested in cultivating the item
in the region due to its fair
prices and low production

cost.
Particularly the small and

marginal farmers of char
(newly emerged landmass)
areas in the river basin have
cultivated the cash crop on
their vast tract of land this

Season.
About 1,26,397 hectares

of land have been brought
under maize cultivation in
the region this year and the
production target has been
set at 9,10,058 tons, said
sources in the Department
of Agriculture Extension
(DAE).

The breakdown of
expected harvest is 77400
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tons of maize from 10,750
hectares of land in Rangpur
district, 57,816 tons from
8,030 hectares in
Gaibandha, 22,500 tons
from 3,125 hectares in
Kurigram, 1,42,632 tons
from 19,810 hectares in
Lalmonirhat, 45,180 tons
from 6,275 hectares in
Nilphamari, 3,27,917 tons
from 45,544 hectares in
Dinajpur, 1,22,688 tons from
17,040 hectares in
Thakugaon and 49,788 tons
from 6,915 hectares in

Panchagarh.
Shajahan Mia, farmer of
Kaunia upazila in

Rangpur, told this corre-
spondent that maize culti-
vation is gaining popular-
ity in the recent years due

to bumper yield and fair
prices of the crop. Good
weather is also a factor, he

added.

“I have cultivated the
crop on three acres of land,
spending Tk 60,000 and I am
expecting a profit of Tk
1,50,000," said another

farmer.
Md Sekendar Ali, addi-

tional director of DAE,
Rangpur Division, said
maize cultivation has
become popular in the
recent years in the dis-
tricts due to its high
yield and low production
cost.

The demand for maize is
increasing rapidly due to its
increased use as poultry
feed, fish feed and cattle
feed, he said.

[llegal arms
factory
unearthed

UNB, Bagerhat

Police unearthed an illegal
firearms factory and
arrested three people at
Kalia village in Sadar upazila
early Monday.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Milon Sheikh, 30, son
of Fazlu Sheikh of Kalia
village, Sahadat Hossain, 32,
son of Adam Ali Panchayet of
Badura village of Bagerhat
Sadar upazila and Faruk
Hawladar, 31, son of Abdul
Mannan of Mathbaria
upazila of Pirojpur district.

Two guns and a huge
quantity of iron rod, iron
plate, cutter and other arms-
making materials and 55
bottles of phensidyl were

also recovered from the spot.
Milon had long been

involved in making firearms
and selling those to pirates
and robbers, said police.

A case was filed in this
connection,

*NATIONAL

KILLING OF TRUCKER DURING HARTAL

Police sue 111 BNP,
Jamaat-Shibir
activists in Bogra

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

A case has been filed against
111 BNP and Jamaat-Shibir
men on charge of killing a
truck driver in the town dur-
ing BNP-led 18-party alli-
ance's daylong hartal across

the country on Tuesday.
The accused include

Masud Rana, president of
town unit Jubo Dal and
Harun-ur-Rashid Saju, pro-
BNP commissioner of ward
no-16in the municipality.
Miladun Nabi, sub-
inspector at Sadar police
station, filed the case against
41 named and 70 unnamed
activists on Tuesday night,
said officer in-charge Sayeed

Shahid Alam.
Of the accused, Mamun,

30, Ekram Ali, 40, and
Mostafizur Rahman alias

Mosharraf, 38, were arrested,
said Nabi, also the investiga-
tion officer of the case.
Father of an eight-year-old
boy, trucker Shahidul Islam
Khokon was killed by pickets
when he was coming with his
goods-laden vehicle through
the district from Dinajpur in
the early morning during the
shutdown. The deceased

hailed from the town.
He was buried in the

evening without postmor-
temn as his of family and the
members of Truck Labour
Union, Bogra opposed
autopsy, said the OC.
Following the order of
additional district magis-
trate Mohammd Hossain,
police handed khokon's
body to the family members
without autopsy, he said.
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Criminals cut down at least 2,000 banana and 300 papaya trees of a farmer at Bahorbula
village in Morrelganj upazila of Bagerhat district on Tuesday night.
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