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SENDING WORKERS ABROAD

Baira may go
for tougher
programimes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Association
of International Recruiting
Agencies (Baira) may go for
tougher programmes if any
negotiation, for including it
to send workers abroad, with
the government is not held.
On Sunday, the Baira
took a decision to suspend
its manpower export for an

indefinite period.
“As a registered business

body under the joint stock
company, the Baira has
rights to place its demands
betore the government and
we are only doing that,”
Baira President M Shahjalal
Mazumder told The Daily

Star yesterday.
Expatriates’ Welfare

Minister Khandker
Mosharrat Hossain refuted
any possibility for discus-
sion with the Baira alleging
that the recruiting agencies
was confusing people
about the ministry activi-
ties because they were
failing to send workers
abroad charging a huge
amount of money.

Women under the banner of Shachetan Nari Samaj bring out a protest march in the capital's Motijheel yesterday demanding punishment for
the Hefajat-e Islam activists who attacked ETV journalist Nadia Sharmin on April 6.

Tk 85cr spent for
Hefajat rally: Hanif

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About Tk 85 crore was spent for the April 6 Dhaka long
march and rally of Hefajat-e Islam, Awami League Joint

General Secretary Mahbubul Alam Hanif claimed yesterday.
A big plan was hatched to cause anarchy in the coun-

try. Leader of the Opposition Khaleda Zia was also behind
the plan, he told an anti-hartal rally in the capital's

Karwan Bazar.
“Being a former prime minister, how could you

[Khaleda] be a partof this heinous act?” he questioned.
Referring to a report in a national daily, the AL leader

said Tk 80 to 85 crore was spent for the programmes. Of
the amount, Hefajat managed Tk 45 crore while some
other parties in the BNP-led 18-party alliance provided

therest ofthe money.
The daily has published a list of those who provided

the money, he mentioned adding that the parties shared
the money between themselves at the otfice of a Bangla
newspaper and the editor of the Bangla daily also took Tk

4 crore from the amount.
Our heads, said Hanif, hang down in shame for such

an action by an editor ofanational daily.
Besides holding the long march and rally, Hetajat had

planned to kill war crime suspect BNP leader Abdul
Aleem and 50 madrasa students. It also plotted to torch
the holy Quran and several madrasas throughout the

country, he complained.
People refused to support Khaleda Zia in the last gen-

eral election and they will do the same in the next elec-

tion as well, maintained the AL leader.
Terming the BNP-led 18-party alliance’s 36-hour coun-

trywide hartal irrational, Hanif said the opposition was
trying to cause anarchyin the country to return to power.
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Hetfajat attacks on
journos pre-planned

Say observers in Ctg

ARUN BIkAsH DEY, Cig

At least 13 journalists have been assaulted
by Hefajat-e Islam activists in Chittagong
city, as elsewhere in the country, since
February 22, a few days after it formally

launched the anti-bloggers movement.
Journalists termed the attacks "planned”

and "targeted at objective journalism”,
which, they said, usually went against the

fundamentalists.
The radical Islamists made the latest

attack during Hefajat's Sunday hartal, leav-
ing three newsmen critically injured. The
victims were covering a pro-hartal proces-

sionat Ashkar Dighi Par.
Dr Mainul Islam, a professor at

Chittagong University, said Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Chhatra Shibir men under the
cover of Hefajat assaulted the journalists.

“The attacks are well-planned and tar-
geted at journalists of those media, which
the fundamentalists do not like,” he told
The Daily Star yesterday.

“It the journalists report incidents truth-
tully, it would go against Jamaat-Shibir men
because they are creating violence and
attacking police and religious minorities.”

General Secretary of the Chittagong

Union of Journalists (CU]J) Reaz Haider said,
“Although Hetajat leaders do not admit their
links with Jamaat-Shibir, it is now clear that
the Jamaat-Shibir men were behind Hefajat
as slogans to free Jamaat leader [Delawar
Hossain] Sayedee were heard from their

processions.”
Most of the Hefajat attacks have taken

place early this month. They assaulted five
journalists who were covering a Hefajat sit-
in at Wasa intersection on April 5. They
sustained severe injuries. Another attack

followed the next day at the same place.
Though Hefajat leaders "regretted” the

attacks on April 6, their followers did not
stop launching another attack the following
day. The attack on February 22, when
Hetfajat brought out a procession at

Anderkilla, left five journalists injured.
Journalists said these were attacks on free

journalism and the freedom of expression.
Nazimuddin Shyamal, ex-general secre-

tary of the CU]J, said journalists had always
been the target of political parties though
they did not belong to any parties and just
tried to reveal the truth. Whenever any true
news goes against any party, they attack
journalists, he said.

Indian High Commissioner Pankaj Saran lights a lamp to inaugurate the ICT Centre
of the Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the Pacific (Cirdap) in
the capital yesterday.
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Govt to hold talks to end
political crisis: Muhith

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance Minister AMA Muhith yesterday
said the government will take initiative to
hold dialogues among political parties to
end the country's existing political crisis.

Replying to aquestion about the initiative
to end political violence that causes huge
loss to the country's economy, he said, “Of
course, there will be dialogue; it is most
important.”

He was talking to journalists at a pre-
budget discussion at the Economic

Reporters' Forum (ERF) in the capital.
About holding of the next parliamentary

election, the finance minister said, “It will
not be under a caretaker, but an interim

government”.

The government will implement the
budget for the next fiscal till January which
will make it a regular budget, not an election
budget, he said.

Whichever government comes to power
after January, it will not get much time to
revise the budget. So, it will be presented in
such a way that it can be implemented by
any government, he added.

The minister said the abnormal fluctua-
tion in the country's share markets would
have stopped, if the demutualisation of two
stockexchanges could be implemented.

He said an act aimed at demutualisation
of the stock exchanges was being scruti-
nised byaparliamentary body now.

3 credit card
thieves held
in capital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion

yesterday arrested three
alleged pickpockets with
stolen credit cards in the

capital’'s Uttara.
At a press briefing held

at the office of Rab-1,
officials of the elite force
said they also seized
ditferent items, including
four televisions, which
were purchased with the

stolen credit cards.
The detainees are

Ayesha Siddika Urmi, 20,
Jobaida Sultana, 32, and
Md Uzzal, 29.

Acting on a tip-oft, a
Rab team arrested Urmi
while she was purchas-
ing, with a stolen credit
card, various products
from Tokyo Super Shop in

Uttara.
Afterwards, Rab

arrested Jobaida and
Uzzal at a house in Uttara
sector-12 and seized the
goods from their posses-

sion.
Lt Col Kismat Hayat,

commanding officer of
Rab-1, told The Daily Star
that the detainees could
purchase products from
different chain shops as
credit cards do not
require any password.

Three killed in
road crashes

METRO DESK

Three people were killed
and four others injured in
separate road accidents in
the country on Monday

and yesterday.
Our Daudkandi

Correspondent reports, a
person was killed and four
others were injured when
a CNG-run auto-rickshaw
carrying them collided
head-on with a human
hauler, Nasimon, in
Darikandi area of Titas
upazila in Comilla on

Monday.
Deceased, Rahima

Akhter Happy, 13, was a
class-VIII student of
Gouripur Subol-Aftab

High School.
Our Chittagong corre-

spondent adds, Ahmed
Rasel, 20, of Noakhali,
was killed after a truck hit
him in Baryarhat area at
Mirsarai upazila yester-
day.

Our Gopalganj corre-
spondent adds, Nandita
Biswas, 27, of Tungipara
upazila, was killed as she
suddenly fell from the back
seat of a running motor-
bike in Gopalpur area ot
Gopalganj yesterday.
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