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FIRST

DAY OF

18-PARTY HARTAL

1) A picket hurls a cocktail, circled in red, at an auto-rickshaw in
Kamalapur of the capital yesterday, the first day of the BNP-led 18-
party alliance's 36-hour countrywide hartal. 2) Inter-district buses
stay put at Sayedabad bus terminal. 3) A three-wheeler burnt by
pro-hartal activists at Dampara in Chittagong city. 4) Rickshaw
vans sit idle in the capital's Paribagh. 5) People use water to put
out the flames on a private car set ablaze by hartal supporters in
front of BNP's Nayapaltan headquarters in the capital.
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VESTED PROPERTY RETURN ACT
Scrapping of
Nnew provision
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rights activists and civil
society members yesterday
expressed concern over a
new provision in the pro-
posal for amending the
Vested Property Return Act,
2001 that was approved by
the cabinet on April 1 and
demanded scrapping of the
provision.

According to the new
provision, the land minis-
try will have the jurisdic-
tion for extending the
timeframe for publishing a
gazette of the list of vested
properties, lodging appeal
for property ownership
and disposing of cases.

In this regard, they said
it the provision exists, the
ministry will continue
publishing new lists of
vested properties for an
indefinite period and con-
tinue to make people sutfer.

There might also be the
chance that other proper-
ties will be declared as
vested property, they told
a press conference at
Dhaka Reporters Unity
organised by nine rights
and social organisations.

The organisations
include Ain o Salish Kendra,
BLAST, ALRD, Nijera Kori
and Arpito Sampotti Ain
Protirodh Andolon. Advocate
Subrata Chowdhury, presid-
ium member of Hindu
Buddha Christian Oikkyo
Parishad, also spoke.

ZIATRUST GRAFT CASE
Hearing
deffered again
till May 22

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
for the third time deferred
the hearing till May 22 on
charge framing against
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia and three others in Zia
Charitable Trust graft case.

The order was passed
after Taherul Islam
Towhid, Khaleda's coun-
sel, submitted a petition
seeking an adjournment
of the hearing.

In the petition, Towhid
said Khaleda could not
appear before the court
due to security reasons as
BNP-led 18-party alliance

enforced hartal yesterday.
The court extended the

bail term of other accused-
-Ziaul Islam Munna, assis-
tant private secretary (APS)

HEFAJAT'S ATTACK ON FEMALE JOURNALISTS

Journos demand
punishment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalist leaders yesterday protested the attacks on
female journalists by activists of Hefajat-e Islam in a long
march rallyin the capital on April 6.

They demanded that the government ensure punish-
ment to the culprits, and ensure journalists’ security and
freedom of the press. They also urged journalists to take
strong position against the religious bigots.

The leaders made the remarks when addressing a rally
betore Jativa Press Club in the capital. Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DU]J) jointly organised the event to protest
the attacks on the female journalists.

On April 6, activists of the radical Islamist group
assaulted four journalists, including Ekushey Television
reporter Nadia Sharmeen, and passed lewd comments to
them when they were doing their duties at Hefajat's rally.

BFU] President Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury said
although attacks on the journalists and media vehicles
were common during the political parties’ programmes,
the attacks on the temale journalists have introduced a
new dimension in the country.

Any attack on the journalists and media is a bad omen

British High
Commission
opens condolence

book for Thatcher

The British High
Commission in Dhaka
yesterday opened a condo-
lence book in memory of
former British prime min-
ister Margaret Thatcher,
for diplomats, politicians
and public to sign.

Robert Gibson, the
British High
Commissioner in Dhaka,
opened the condolence
book by signing first at
2:00pm yesterday.

“"Most politicians want
to change the world but a
few managed to do this.
Baroness Thatcher was
one of the few that did.
She helped pioneer a new
form of dynamic free-
market conservatism; one
that has since taken root
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WHY STUDY AT SLS, IUB

SCHOOL OF LIFE SCIENCES (SLS)

ADMISSION OPEN
SUMMER 2013

« BSc BIOCHEMISTRY « BSc MICROBIOLOGY

* Most sought after subjects within the country and abroad
* Modern state of the art laboratory & equipment- Best in Dhaka

« Work on international research collaborations

* Faculty members from prestigious national and international universifies

* Affractive career opportunities

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

«|LUB- most prominent research based private university in Bangladesh

« Merit based scholarships up to 100%
*Payment: 3 installments per semester

OUR GERMAN MADE STATE OF THE ART

* Minimum GFA of 3.5 both in S5C and H3C

*O'Level in 5 subjects with a GPA 2.50 & A'level in 2
subjects with @ minimum GPA 2.00

*International Baccalaureate/High School Diploma

*Biclogy in SSC/O'Level

LABORATORY INCLUDES
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