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15 Afghans
die in fiery
[ran crash

AFP, Tehran

A pickup truck smuggling
fuel crashed into a car
carrying 15 Afghans in
southeastern Iran yester-
day, bursting into flames
and killing all on board as
well as three Iranians,
media reported.

The Mehr news agency
said the crash took place in
Kerman province on a
transit route for Afghans
illegally crossing the border
in the hope of finding work
in the Islamic republic.

Nearly a million
Afghans live in Iran ille-
gally, according to official
figures released in 2012.

Youths return to Shahbagh

FROM PAGE 1
The five points are
Sadarghat Launch
Terminal, Jatrabari
Crossing, Ashulia, Tongi
Crossing and Kamalapur
Railway Station.

People from all walks of
life and different organisa-
tions joined the sit-ins,
where protesters chanted
slogans demanding capital
punishment to war crimi-

nalsand abanon Jamaat.
"Protesters will con-

tinue their sit-in till
4:00pm tomorrow [to-
day|,"” said Imran H Sarker,
spokesperson of the
Shahbagh movement, at a
press conference in the
evening.

"We will visit Sadarghat

and Abdullahpur Manchas
first and then go to the rest
in phases,” said Maruf
Rosul, one of the key organ-

isers of the movement.
Earlier in the afternoon,

several hundred protesters
took to the Shahbagh inter-
section, chanting slogans
such as "We will rid the
country of Jamaat-Shibir

and anti-liberation forces.”
The number of protest-

ers swelled as the night
grew.

The protesters will hold
a public rally at Shahbagh
at 5:00pm today, said
Imran, who called upon all

to make therally a success.
Protesters had kept the

Shahbagh intersection

occupied round the clock
till February 21 ever since
the movement began on
February 5, demanding
capital punishment to war

criminals.
The occupation ended

on February 21, when the
organisers announced
they would take the move-
ment to different parts of
Dhaka and elsewhere in
the country.

HARTAL
Twenty-three pro-
liberation organisations,
including Ekattorer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Committee and Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote, brought
out torch processions from
several points of the capital

Capital almost cut ott
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Gonojagoron Mancha had

also called for a 22-hour
transport blockade from
6:00pm yesterday to resist
Hefajat's long march.
Gonojagoron Mancha

is a platform of youths
which demands death
penalty for all war crimi-
nals of the Liberation War.
[t was formed in February
and is led by bloggers and
online activists. It had
been on the receiving end
of propaganda that the
bloggers were atheists and
out to defame Islam and
Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh).

Transport workers and
owners feared that their
vehicles and vessels could
be vandalised on the eve of
what appeared to be an
impending contlict. Pro-
ruling party transport
owners and workers sus-
pended their services on
most of the routes leading
to Dhaka yesterday morn-

ing.

Fearing attack on trains
and sabotage, Bangladesh
Railway yesterday evening
cancelled around 10 trains
that were supposed to
head for Dhaka today from
railway stations in
Noakhali, Chittagong,
Sylhet, Jamalpur, Rajshahi,
Rangpur, Saidpur,
Dinajpur, Netrakona and

Brahmanbaria.
The trains were sup-

posed to leave for Dhaka
between 10:00pm vyester-

dayand 7:30am today.
Long-distance bus

services on most routes
from Dhaka also remained
suspended. Most of the
bus counters at the capi-
tal's three major terminals
were seen closed. The
terminals were deserted
and people who went
there had to return frus-

trated.
Mizanur Rahman, who

came to Dhaka from
Saidpur looking for a job,

said "l have to get back to
Saidpur as my son 1is
seriously ill. I have been
waiting here in Gabtoli
for two hours but found
no buses heading for

Saidpur.”
Launch owners associa-

tions decided to suspend
services between the capi-
tal and southern districts
from vyesterday evening.
However, only a handful of
launches reached Dhaka
yesterday morning.

Even the ferry service on
Mawa-Kewrakandi route,
which connects Dhaka
with 21 other south-
western districts, was
stopped from vyesterday

morning.
A number of people

needing to get to Dhaka
urgently were stuck in
places.

"After starting from
Madaripur for Dhaka, I
came to know at the ferry
terminals that the ferry
service has been sus-

pended. There are neither
any launches nor any
speedboats to get across
the Padma. What should I
do now?" said mechanic
Masud Hossain at

Kewrakandi.
Our Barisal correspon-

dent reports: Pro-
government transport
owners and workers asso-
ciations suspended ser-
vices on road and water-
ways since yesterday morn-

ing fearing attacks.
Bus service to Dhaka

from Sylhet was suspended
since yesterday morning,
reports our Sylhet corre-
spondent.

Hefajat, a Chittagong-
based Islamist group,
called the long march
apparently to gear up the
ongoing campaign
against the Shahbagh
movement spearheaded
by bloggers demanding
capital punishment for
war criminals and a ban
on Jamaat.
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and staged sit-ins at 20

points.
The sit-ins took place at

Gabtoli, Shahbagh, Matsya
Bhaban, Paltan,
Shantinagar, Nurhossian
Square, Bangabandhu
Avenue and Dhupkhola,
among other places, to

enforce the hartal.
Nasiruddin Yousuff

Bachchu, president of
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote,
said 102 other organisa-
tions joined the sit-ins in
support of the shutdown.

Hefajat

FROM PAGE 20
The transport owners,

though, denied the allega-
tion of being forced by the
government. They cited
the fear of torching and
vandalising of vehicles by
pro-hartal activists as the
reason for not renting
vehicles.

“Pro-hartal pickets torch
and vandalise our vehicles
during shutdowns. As we
are the victims of the attack,
we are unwilling to supply
buses to anyone,” said
Manjurul Alam Manju,
general secretary of
Chittagong Zilla Sarak

Paribahan Malik Group.
In a bid to press home its

13-point demand, Qawmi
Madrasa-based Hetajat-e
Islam Bangladesh last
month announced the long

march towards Dhaka.
To resist the
programme, sSome pro-

liberation organisations
enforced a countrywide
24-hour hartal from
6:00pm yesterday.

Hetfajat supporters from
Hathazari, Patiya, Satkania
and other upazilas started
to gather before the
Jamiatul Falah Mosque
near Wasa intersection
after Fajr prayers.

At the protest rally, the
demonstrators chanted
slogans and demanded
punishment to atheists for
“‘defaming” Islam and its
Prophet (pbuh). They
offered Juma prayers on
the street.

Commuters suffered a
long tailback between the
GEC intersection and
Bahaddarhat from 8:00am

to 10:00am due to the rally.
Md Salman, an Alim

student at Al Jamiya
Islamia Patiya Madrasa,
joined the demonstration.
He said his senior brothers
collected Tk 500 from each
of the students as fares to

go to Dhaka.
“Reaching here from

Patiya, 40 kilometres from
the port city, I came to know
that no bus was leaving.
Around 1,000 students of
our madrasa came here, but
our senior brothers didn't
inform us about the situa-

tion earlier,” he mentioned.
Moinuddin Ruhi, joint

secretary general of
Hefajat, said about 250
vehicles left the port city

for the capital until
10:00am yesterday.
The Hefajat men

assaulted four Ekattor TV
journalists who were cov-
ering the rally.

Tel: 9568132, Fax: 880-2-7126151

Memo No. Pur-312/2013/2863
Amendment of BPDB's International Tender Enquiry No. Pur-312/2013 dated 06-02-
2013 for Procurement of Electrical Spares (LV Switch Gear) for GT Unit 8&9 of
Shahjibazar Gas Turbine Power Station, BPDB, Hobigan,;.

Sub:

WAPDA Building, 9 Floor
Dhaka

S1)

Bangladesh Power Development Board
Office of the Directorate of Purchase, BPDB

e FAHr 31E a2 TP

The subject tender is amended as follows:

rd

Addendum No.01
Date: 31-03-2013

S Tender enquiry No. & Description Existing Amended as
No. date
01 Pur-312/2013 Tender last selling date 31-03-2013 15-04-2013
Date: 06-02-2013 (Tender Notice SI. No. 17)
Tender closing & opening | 01-04-2013 16-04-2013
date (Tender Notice SI. No.
18 & 19)

e f[Rgye OFae (e

Bangladesh Power Development Board
Directorate of Purchase
Bangladesh Power Development Board
WAPDA Building 9t Floor
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Phone: 9550532, 7120887, Fax No. 7126151

fre s Q1S e T

Memo No. Pur-148/Trans./Rev/12-13/Lot-1/2879 Date: 01-04-2013

Cancellation of Tender Inquiry
No-Pur-148/Trans./Rev/12-13, dt-09-09-2012

Pur-148/Trans./Rev/12-13, dt-09-09-2012 3z wifee
ST WEAEee naotas f[eEice Lot-1: Supply of
100-Nos 250KVA Dist. Transformer ez =iy j2re
Vo TAAY FEATH MR 110w Pl R2e |

All other terms and conditions of tender shall remain unchanged.

Biddyut/Jana-1235(5)/2/4/13
GD-1312

Directorate of Purchase

Abul Baser Khan
Director

BPDB, Dhaka

GD-1311

Biddyut/Jana-1237(5)/2/4/13
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State under siege

FROM PAGE 1
better than what Rashed

Khan Menon had to say in
his reaction. For him, there
is an inherent contradic-
tion in the government's
prosecuting the war
crimes trial and at the
same time caving in to the
bigots' demand that "athe-
ists" be dealt with firmly.
Unsurprisingly, a very
large number of secular-
oriented citizens agree
with Menon.

A particular ditficulty
with a besieged govern-
ment handing out conces-
sions to the opposition is that
there is hardly any end to
such slipping away of moral
authority. One concession
leads to another, and then

another. Andsoitgoeson.
Some recent instances

of concessions not really
helping governments in
distress, despite the condi-
tions being at quite a vari-
ance with those pertaining
in Bangladesh today, might
come in handy. In 1977,
having triumphed (with a
good deal of rigging thrown
into a process he would have
won anyway) at the elec-
tions, Pakistan's Prime
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
was swamped with
demands that fresh elec-
tions be called. He eventu-
ally reached a deal with the
rightwing Pakistan National
Alliance on the evening of 4
July that year. At dawn the
next day, the army over-
threw his government.
Earlier, in 1974,
Pakistan's Jamaat-e-Islami
and other fanatical groups
pushed the Ahmadiyya
community into a corner
and loudly demanded that
the Bhutto government
declare the community as
non-Muslim. Bhutto did as
asked. And then came
other demands, all of

which the Bhutto adminis-
tration acquiesced in.
Those concessions did not

help Bhutto survive.
An embattled Shah of

[ran, in his final year as
monarch, went on a spree
of concessions to the cler-
ics. He dismissed his min-
isters, arrested his
respected Prime Minister
Amir Abbas Hoveyda and
installed his long-time
critic Shahpour Bakhtiar as

head of a new government.
Such a retreat only

emboldened Ayatollah
Khomeini and his follow-
ers, who made it clear their
goal was a capture of
power in Tehran. The mon-
archy collapsed, secular
[ran passed into history
and the country turned

into a closed society.
Today, in Bangladesh,

the great danger is that the
agitation spearheaded by
the clerics and publicly
supported by the opposi-
tion BNP has pushed the
war crimes trials into the
background. Into that
suddenly empty space has
come an assortment of
demands that patently
militate against constitu-
tional politics and demo-
cratic order. Organisations
like Hefajat-e-Islam have
vowed to bring the country

to a standstill.
The Jamaat remains

conditioned to demonstra-
tions of violence. The BNP,
trying to derive as much
advantage as possible from
the clerics' agitation, now
has a single demand -- the
overthrow of the legally
established government.
Meanwhile, demands have
begun to arise from the
fundamentalists that secu-
larism be done away with
and replaced by invoca-

tions to Allah.
The fundamentalist

assault has cleverly moved
from condemnation of the
government to an assault

on the principles and val-
ues of the War of
Liberation. The state of
Bangladesh is now under
threat from those who
have already forced one
concession from a nervous
government. Any more
concessions could clear
the path to even bigger

danger.
Where does Bangladesh

go from here? The BNP's
Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain has spoken of a
government conspiracy to
impose a state of emer-
gency in the country. The
past comes in here again.
Indira Gandhi clamped
emergency in India in June
1975 when Jayaprakash
Narayan asked the military
to act against the govern-
ment. The move discred-
ited her, but it restored
orderin the state.

In December 1974, the
government of
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, con-
fronted with demands fora
"Muslim Bangla”, extreme
leftwing lawlessness,
creeping rightwing-
engineered chaos and
rising crime, imposed a
state of emergency in
Bangladesh. Disorder was
rolled back, until conspir-
acy overturned the state in

August 1975.
Circumstances today

call for a firm yet humane
handling of the opposition
agitation. The government
must not be seen to be
caving in to the forces of
bigotry and extra-
constitutionalism.
Preserving the state, with
all its original principles
intact, must be the priority.
The job can be done in line
with the constitution.,
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