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KSA may take
more workers

Saudi team assessing
manpower sourcing
system in Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Saudi Arabia might recruit an increased number of
Bangladeshiworkers after assessing the manpower sour-

cing system here.
The visiting eight-member Saudi delegation will submit

areportto its government for assessment of the system.
The team led by its chief Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Hajja

yesterday met Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas
Employment Minister Khandker Mosharraf Hossain at the

latter's office to discuss recruitment of Bangladeshiworkers.
Talking to newsmen after the meeting, Sultan said they

visited relevant departments of Bangladesh government
and assessed the manpower sourcing system including

training and registration of jobseekers.
“We are satisfied with the measures taken by the

Bangladesh government to train up the workers. We hope
the training would help workers sustain their positions in
the Saudi labour market after competing with other

nationals,” he added.
Responding to a query about a recent crackdown on

migrant workers in Saudi Arabia, Sultan said his govern-
ment was taking legal action against illegal expatriates,

regardless of nationality.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

Criminals early yesterday removed 945 clips holding the rail lines to their sleepers in Bogra. Inset, some of the removed clips.
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MOLLAH VERDICT

SC hears
govt appeal
for 2nd day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami leader _
Abdul Quader Mollah was

§ GHULAM AZAM'S TRIAL

Detence claims four
charges not proved

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT
passively involved in the

killing of Pallab, a student
of Mirpur Bangla College,
during the Liberation War
in 1971, Additional
Attorney General MK

Rahman told the Supreme

Court yesterday.

SEE PAGE 12 COL 4 .

" The defence of war crimes accused
* Ghulam Azam yesterday argued that the
+ prosecution failed to prove four charges
- as the investigation officer of the case did
. not verify the objectivity of newspaper

reports presented as evidence.
Defence counsel Imran Siddiq told the

International Crimes Tribunal-1 that the

prosecution submitted newspaper clip-
pings as evidence to prove four charges,

complicity to crimes against humanity.

“But the IO [investigation officer| of the .
case did not verify the objectivity of the .
* war crimes charges
- framed against their cli-

He argued that a censorship was -
SEE PAGE 12 COL 2 .

newspaper reports,” Imran said as he
placed his closingarguments at Tribunal-1.
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Pay as you

8= weigh

REUTERS, Sydney

A Samoan airline that says it is
the world's first carrier to
charge passengers by their
weight rather than per seat
defends the plan as the fairest
way to fly, in some cases actu-
ally ending up cheaper than

conventional tickets.
Samoa Air, which opened in

2012, asks passengers to
declare their personal weight

during booking, which is then
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2
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KAMARUZZMAN'S CASE
Defence starts

- placing final
-arguments

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The defence of Jamaat-e-
- Islam leader Muhammad
. Kamaruzzaman yesterday
conspiracy, planning, incitement and - started placing the closing
. arguments before the

International Crimes
Tribunal-2 challenging the

ent.
SEE PAGE 12 COL 1

HARTAL LOSSES

Govt mulls
one-day
weekend

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to cut losses due
to hartals, the government
will be shortening the
weekends by one day in
weeks when strikes are

called.

The proposal was for-
warded yesterday to the
Prime Minister's Office for
approval.

If approved, govern-
ment officials will have to

work on Saturdays.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

MPs press tor
more money

Ask for focusing on
development projects
ahead of JS polls
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think our
political parties are
sincere about
resolving the ongoing
political turmoil?

® Yest (4.5%)

& No om——  (95.5%)

\ TOTAL VOTES: 381

Chairmen of parliamentary standing committees yester-
day urged Finance Minister AMA Muhith to dedicate
more allocations to the projects which will bring them

“political benefit” in the next national election.
“People will elect us again if more allocations are dedi-

cated to projects of schools, colleges, madrasas and

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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TODAY'S POLL
Do you agree with the International

Monetary Fund (IMF) that the ongoing

political instability is affecting the
economic activities of Bangladesh?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT .
facebook.com/dailystarnews ¥,

Taliban kill 44

in attack on
Afghan court

AFP, Herat

Taliban militants stormed an Afghan court yesterday,
killing at least 44 people in a bid to free insurgents stand-
ing trial, officials said, in the deadliest attack for more

than a year.
Militants disguised as soldiers tried unsuccesstully to

free suspected Taliban members in capital of the Farah

province, Afghan officials said.
The Taliban said they were behind the attack in Farah,

which borders Iran.
The multiple bomb and gun assault will raise further

questions about the Afghans’ ability to secure the coun-
try as Nato winds down its combat mission in the war-

torn country by the end of next year.
"l can confirm that 34 civilians, six army and four

policemen have been killed and 91 people, the majority
of them civilians, have been injured,"” Najib Danish, inte-

rior ministry deputy spokesman, told AFP.

"Nine attackers have also been killed."

The death toll was the highest in Afghanistan from a
single attack since a Shia Muslim shrine was bombed in
Kabulin December 2011, killing 80 people.

Wakil Ahmad, a doctor at Farah hospital, said medics

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

36 Rajshahi
Shibir men
arrested

Arms, bomb-making

materials seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Law enforcers yesterday
busted a den of Islami
Chhatra Shibir in Rajshahi
city and arrested 36 activ-
Ists in connection with the
Monday's attack on

policemen.
A bomb, 19 Chinese

axes, bomb making mate-
rials, two laptops, Jihadi
books, banners, posters,
leaflets and many secret
documents of the student
body associated with the
Jamaat-e-Islami were also

seized.
Among the arrestees, 26

confessed that they had
been directly involved in
the attack that caused
injury to four policemen,
said Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police Commissioner SM

Moniruzzaman.
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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Mobile phone
steps into
41st year

BBC ONLINE

The first mobile
phone call was
made 40 years ago
yesterday, on 3 April

1973,
Martin Cooper, a

senior engineer at
Motorola, called a

rival colleague at
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

April 4
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