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Private dailies hit
Myanmar after 50 yrs

AFP, Yangon

Privately owned daily newspapers hit
Myanmar's streets yesterday for the first
time in decades under new freedoms that
represent a revolution for a media industry
which was shackled under military rule.

Four Burmese-language titles -- The
Voice, The Golden Fresh Land, The Union
and The Standard Time -- made the transi-
tion from weeklies as new rules came into
effect that swept away state media's long
monopoly on daily printing.

"We prepared for about six months to
become a daily newspaper. We wanted to
be part of this historical milestone,” Aung

Soe, an editor ot The Voice, told AFP.
News stands in Yangon reported an

early morning rush by readers eager to
witness the latest sweeping change in the

country also known as Burma.
Myanmar's public has become accus-

tomed to an increasingly boisterous
media since the country's quasi-civilian
government relaxed its grip on the press
after coming to power in 2011 and intro-

duced other wide-ranging reforms.
Military rulers had seized control over

private daily papers in 1964, according to

media.

veteran journalist Thiha Saw of Open

News weekly.
Under juntarule, even an implied men-

tion of the democracy movement and its
figurehead Aung San Suu Kyi could have
landed reporters in prison, but the Nobel
laureate is now in parliament and regu-

larly appears in the papers.
Draconian pre-publication censor-

ship was officially scrapped in August,
but private weeklies had already started
pushing the boundaries of their free-
dom with reports on sensitive issues
and news updates posted daily on social

Of real-life 'Popeye’
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The 24-year-old Egyptian,
whose 31-inch biceps
measure the same as a
man's waist, says spinach
is to him what kryptonite is
to Superman.

Ismail, who entered the
Guinness World Book of
Records last year as the
man with the world's larg-
est biceps, added: "I like
chicken and beeft - any-

thing but spinach.”
The bodybuilder is the

toast of his hometown
Alexandria, which he left to
move to America in 2007 to
find better gym equip-
ment.

He said he was fat as a
child growing up in the
Middle East but had
returned home as 'the
Hulk'.

Ismail, who lives with his

wite Carolina, 30, in the US,
said: “I'm the first Egyptian
in the Guinness book. In
Egypt they had a celebra-
tion for me and my family -

theywere so proud.”

He is stopped wherever
he goes by men and
women wanting to feel his
arms and said that some of
his admirers tell him his
body motivates them to
workout - while others
have even said he inspired
them to 'get off drugs'.

However, he has had his
critics too, with some
claiming his muscles are
fake and accusing him of
using steroids, implants or
synthol - a synthetic oil
used by bodybuilders to
fluft their muscles.

But 'Big Mo', who can
lift 6001bs, the same
weight as an average-
sized grizzly bear, denies
cheating.

He even underwent an
ultrasound on Japanese TV
to prove his biceps are real,
and added: "It is hurtful.
['m proud of myself.”

Despite the attention,
Ismail keeps his feet tfirmly
on the ground and still

works 70-hours a week as
an assistant manager at a
gas station in Milford,
Massachusetts.

When he is not working
he can be found in the gym
sweating through a fero-
cious training regime.

Ismail eats 71b of meat,
9lb of carbohydrates and
three gallons of water
every day, and washes it all
down with three protein
shakes.

The gym buff has come
a long way since his youth
when he was embarrassed
by his body.

He said: “Before [ started
working out I was fat - [ was
always shy to take my shirt
off. Every time my mother
told me to go to the swim-
ming pool I'd wear a t-
shirt.”

But Ismail is not content
with his world record. He
aims to add eight more
inches to his biceps - tak-
ing them to an incredible
40-ins.

April looks awtul
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The opposition alliance in

the statement will also
urge the government notto
obstruct the long march,

the leader added.
In this situation, nei-

ther the government nor
the ruling Awami League
has yet come up with any
effective measure to
contain the deteriorating
law and order and to
remove people's fears of
a further escalation of
violence in the days to

come.
The government is try-

ing to persuade the top
leader of the Hefajat-e
[slam not to stage the long
march out of a sense that
the BNP and Jamaat might
cash in on their programme
by instigating violence,
official sources say.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, Agriculture

Minister Matia
Chowdhury said the gov-
ernment had no contlict
with Hefajat-e Islam. "We
are trying to persuade
them [not to hold the long

march].”
But Hefajat-e Islam

leaders have turned down
the government's request
and expressed their deter-
mination to make the long
march a success. They are
also taking almost mili-
tant preparations by form-
ing a squad comprising
313 diehard activists to
face any situation, even
death.

"We will not engage in
any kind of conflict. But the
dedicated 313 will be ready
to face even death to uphold
the Islam,”" Mufti
Fayezullah, joint secretary
general of Hefajat-e Islam,
told The Daily Star yester-

day.

The Islamist organisa-
tion at a rally in Chittagong
city vesterday reiterated
thatitwould enforce indet-
inite shutdowns from April
7 if the government
resisted their long march

on April 6.
AL joint general secre-

tary Mahbubul Alam
Hanif, who is also special
assistant to the prime
minister, yesterday said
the government would not
create any obstacle to the
long march if it was peace-
ful.

“If the situation is oth-
erwise, the law enforcers
will take action,” he told
reporters, emerging from
a meeting with Home
Minister Muhiuddin
Khan Alamgir at the lat-
ter's office in the secre-
tariat.
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A burning reminder

FROM PAGE 20
Amid all these, the BNP-

led 18-Party alliance and
Shibir enforce a country-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal
today, protesting Friday's
killings in Sirajganj and
Chapainawabganj and
demanding the immedi-
ate release of their party
leaders, among other

things.

In Rajshahi city, the
Shibir men in a demonstra-
tion of sheer brutality yes-
terday thrashed a police-
man's head with his helmet
and bricks during a clash,
leaving three more police-
men wounded, reports our
district correspondent.

Jahangir Alam, the criti-
cally injured police officer,
was in charge of

Upashahar police camp.
On the eve of today's

hartal, the Jamaat-Shibir
activists vandalised a bus
and a truck at Kapasia and
blocked the Dhaka-
Rajshahi highway for about
an hour from 8:00pm, said
SM Moniruzzaman, com-
missioner of Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police.

In Dhaka, unknown
miscreants set six passenger

Shibbari Mor around
9:00pm. Nobody was hurt
as all the passengers got

outofthe bus quickly.
In Khulna, Shibir activ-

ists vandalised around 16
vehicles, including a police
van, and exploded more
than 10 cocktails in ditfer-
ent areas, reports our

Khulna correspondent.
Police and witnesses

said hartal supporters
riding bikes torched the
police van belonging to
Botiaghata Police Station
near New Market area
around 7:15pm and vanda-
lised at least seven vehicles
in the same area. A few
minutes later, two more
buses were torched near
Ferryghat Mor in the city.
Earlier, Shibir activists
vandalised eight auto-

rickshaws and a bus and
torched an auto-rickshaw
on Khan Jahan Ali Road in
the city around 8:00am
after police intercepted
their procession near

Tootpara graveyard.
Police rounded up 72

Jamaat-Shibir men,
including Prof Abdul
Matin, nayeb-e-ameer of

Khulna city Jamaat.
In Feni, around 30 Shibir

activists vandalised five
vehicles at Shahidullah
Kaiser Avenue of the town
around 11:15am when
they reached there with a
procession, police said.

In Bogra, unidentified
miscreants exploded sev-
eral homemade bombs
simultaneously at Sherpur
road, Upashahar and
Borogala areas in the town.

Perfect plot; time
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posts show that they were

posted in February this year.

Arif has been writing in
socio-political blogs
www.sachalayatan.com,
amarblog.com, and in
somewhereinblog.net for
more than four vyears.
These blogs open to public
have no contents offensive
toreligion.

Seeing the fake blog, Arif
on March 20 published a post
in his facebook page: "They
have planned to kill me, as
they have created a blog in
wordpress.com and posted
atheistic write-ups on back
dates demeaning Islam and

Muhammad (pbuh).
"Jamaat-Shibir will

circulate and promote this
blog in the social media
introducing me as an athe-
ist even before my blood
stains the footpath after
they have slaughtered me,"
read Arif's post.

A technical analysis by
another blogger, however,
reveals that the fake
wordpress blog under Arit's
n a m €
[http://jebtikarif.wordpress
.com)] was created on
February 22 at 23:43:23pm,
just seven days after the
killing of blogger Ahmed
Rajib Haider. Rest of the
posts were uploaded in the
next 40 minutes, shows the

sitemap of the blogaccount.
But the creator of the blog

could not modify the upload
time of the photos or the
cartoons. By default the
photos were saved in the
folder of the actual month
when the photos had been
uploaded, whichis February.

Arif in his facebook post
said he had never written or
uploaded those posts. He,
in fact, does not have any
blog onwordpress.com.

Referring to the editor
of a pro-Jamaat-Shibir
newspaper, Arit said he
[the editor] would publish
the screenshot of the fake
blog on the first page of his
newspaper to prove that
he [Arif| was an atheist.

"They are trying to elimi-
nate us by treatingus as their
political opponents. As part
of the plan they had been
filing cases against us show-
ing these pages,” said Arif,
adding, "l have reported the
matter to Bangladesh
Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC), buttono avail."

He told The Daily Star
that Jamaat-Shibir men
had been creating take
online pages using names
of some other bloggers
and activists, including
Imran H Sarker and Omi
Rahman Pial.

Omi Rahman Pial, well
known for his research-
based write-ups on the
Liberation War, has also
been made a similar target.
The Jamaat-Shibir activists
opened a few facebook
accounts and at least one
blog using his name and
posted anti-religious
write-ups, which Pial
never wrote.

“llodged a general diary
with Rampura Model
Police Station regarding
the matter. They |[the
Jamaat-Shibir activists| are
doing this as they would
file a case against us show-
ing those blogs,” Pial said.

Some other bloggers
and activists, who have
been demanding death
penalty for war criminals
at Shahbagh, claimed
that Jamaat-Shibir had
targeted some of them.

In February, fanatics
killed blogger Rajib.

After the killing, a blog
with atheisticwrite-ups titled
"Nurani Chapasomogro” [A
Collection of Holy Lies| was
circulated in the social net-
work claiming that Rajib had
been an atheist and his mur-
derwasjustified.

Law enforcers said the
five students of North
South University, who had
been arrested in connec-
tion with the murder,
admitted that they had
killed Rajib for the anti-
Islam write-ups in his blog.
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Infrastructure Development Company Limited (IDCOL), a public-private partnership organization, is the market leader in
developing and financing private sector large, medium and small-scale infrastructure as well as renewable energy projects.
IDCOL solicits applications for the following positions:

Unit Head: (Large Infrastructure / Small
& Medium Infrastructure) - 2 posts

A. Qualifications
0 BBA/MBA (major in Finance) with minimum CGPA of 3.00

B. Major Duties and Responsibilities

[ Provide services such as agency / security trustee under loans;
[J Obtain and compile copies of loan applicants’ credit histories,

corporate financial statements, and other financial information;
Q0 Review and update credit and loan files;
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A. Qualifications

J BBA/MBA (major in Finance) with minimum CGPA of 3.00
and first class/division in all other examinations;

D. Remuneration: Competitive salary and benefit packages
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d BBA/MBA with minimum second class or CGPA of 3 and
first class/division in all other examinations;

O Strong written and oral communication skills in English;

Q Strong computer skills in word processing, spread sheet

B. Major Duties and Responsibilities

1 Conduct financial and economic analysis of projects;
- Prepare financial models and sensitivity analysis;
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D. Remuneration: Competitive salary and benefit packages

Persons tulfilling the above criteria should send their resumes and a recent passport size color photograph to
recruit@idcol.org or UTC Building, Level-16, 8 Panthapath, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215 by 30 April 2013.
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