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Youths take lesson

FROM PAGE 20
People from all walks of

life, including lawyers,
businessmen, students
and parents with their
children, attended the rally
in Old Dhaka braving the
countrywide violence
amid the 60-hour hartal
being enforced by Jamaat

and its ally BNP.
Speakers at the rally

urged the people to stand
up against fundamental-
ists and extremists to end
the culture of impunity the
Jamaat-Shibir enjoyed
over the decades since
independencein 1971.

They also denounced
the attacks on minority
communities in parts of
the country.

“We have clearly stated
that this politics of killing
must stop at once,” said
Imran H Sarker, the
spokesperson for the
Shahbagh movement.

Referring to the martyrs
of the Sepoy Mutiny, Imran
said, “We take our lessons

from history to carry on
our movement. We take
lessons from the revolu-

tionaries of Bangladesh.”
In response to the alle-

gations from some quar-
ters that the protest is
being influenced by cer-
tain powers, Imran said,
“Of course, we are being
influenced ... we are being
influenced by the martyrs,
by the ones who you killed

in1971."
On the question raised

by some other quarters it
Shahbagh was more pow-
erful than the government,
he said: "It is Shahbagh
that votes and brings a
government to power.
Shahbagh is 16 crore peo-
ple who give the responsi-
bility for running the coun-
try.”

He strongly criticised
those who are “trying to
confuse the people of the
country through press
conferences and TV talk
shows” and urged them to
stop such efforts. “Stop

trying to spread propa-
ganda about the people's

movement.”
As part of its nationwide

programmes announced
on February 21, there will
be a grand rally at Jatrabari
in the capital at 3:00pm
tomorrow and at
Suhrawardy Udyan at the
same time on March 7.
Commemorating the
International Women's
Day on March 8, there will
be a rally held at the
Projonmo Chattar under
the banner of “Nari
Gonojagoron Mancha,”
Imran said, urging all pro-
gressive women organisa-
tions and groups to join the
movement that began on
February 5 demanding
capital punishment to all

war criminals.
Women had not only

been at the forefront of the
Liberation War, they have
also been an integral part
of the Shahbagh move-
ment, he said, adding that
women would conduct the

March 8 rally.

The first day of the 60-
hour shutdown yesterday
made no impact on the
anti-hartal demonstra-
tions with people sponta-
neously responding to the
call from the Shahbagh
protesters to denounce the
Jamaat-Shibir and BNP

shutdown.
Several thousand pro-

testers brought out an anti-
hartal procession from
Shahbagh around 11:15am.
The hour-long peaceful
procession paraded
through Kataban, Nilkhet,
Palashi, Chankharpul, Doel
Chattar and Buet before
returning to the intersec-
tion.

People at different
points chanted anti-
hartal slogans with the

protesters.
Also vyesterday, leaders

of Olama Mashayekh
Oikya Jote joined the pro-
test around 12:30pm and
expressed solidarity with
the demonstrators.

Karachi bomb blast kills 45

FROM PAGE 20
No group has yet said it

planted the bomb, which
went off near a mosque as
worshippers left evening
prayers.

Pakistan's Shia minority
are the target of frequent
sectarian attacks from

Sunnimilitant groups.
The explosion sent a

huge column of smoke into
the sky above Karachi and
caused a power cut in part
of the city.

Rescuers have been
struggling to reach people
trapped under the rubble.
Residents have been using
car headlights to help the
search for survivors, local
media reports said.

More than 50 people
were injured, and there are
fears the number of dead
will rise. Police are investi-
gating where the explosives
were planted and whether
itwas asuicide attack.

Rescue work was
delayed as some residents
fired guns into the air in
anger at the carnage,
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reports said.

Pakistan's main politi-
cal and religious leaders
rushed to condemn the
attack -- the latest to target

the Shia minority.
Nearly 200 people were

killed in two separate bomb-
ings targeting the Shia
community in the south-
western city of Quetta in

Januaryand February.
Some relatives of the

victims there initially
refused to bury their dead

Shutdown compounds
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‘1 stopped shipment fear-

ing the trucks would get
caught up in the political
violence en route to
Chittagong port -- and
more importantly,
goods might get damaged
completely.”

Now, Ahmed is in nego-
tiation with his client in
Europe to extend the lead
time. He is offering a 5
percent discountinreturn.

“I have no other option.

[f I let the trucks out of my

factory and they got burnt,
[ would have been com-
pletely ruined. And I do not
want to go for the expen-
sive air shipment as it will
leave me with no profits,”

my

Ahmed told The Daily Star.
Faisal Samad, managing

director of Surma
Garments Ltd, too, is fac-
ing identical shipment

plights.
“A good few trucks were

supposed to carry the
goods from my factory in
Savar to Chittagong port
on Saturday, but I did not
allow any trucks to leave
the factory lest the goods
get damaged by the vio-

lencein streets.”
Thisis acommon story for

almost all of the country's
5,500 garment factory own-
ers, who are now facing pos-
sible order cancellations,
delayved payments and pen-
altyforlate shipment.

“The production at
factories has also been
halted due to the hartals,”

Samad said.
Logistics have severely

been atfected.

“Dyeing, washing and
finishing, all of which take
place offsite, have to be
stopped. Workers living in
remote places are unable

to turnup at factories.”
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin,

president of Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,
said the current political
situation has left garment
exporters with “sleepless
nights”.

“"We cannot get our
goods from point A to point

B -- we are totally stuck.
[The political commotion]

issuicidal for the country.”
If the situation persists,

it will give way to “social
unrest’ as many factories
will become bankrupt
leaving workers with no

jobs, said Mohiuddin.
“It will severely dent the

image of our country -- and

our shining garment sector.”
The garment sector's

contribution makes up 80
percent of national exports

annually.
In fiscal 2011-12, the

sector raked in nearly $20
billion, and it has already
made $12.04 billion in the
first seven months of cur-
rent fiscal year.

Govt appeals tor death penalty
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the 65-year-old on five

wartime criminal offences
out of six he was charged
with.

After delivery of the
verdict, youths gathered
at Shahbagh in the capital
demanding capital pun-
ishment to all war crimi-
nals. The unprecedented
sit-in demonstration led
to the parliament amend-
ing the International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act,
1973, with a provision that
allowed the state to file an
appeal with the Supreme
Court against any inade-
quate sentencing of the

tribunals.
Yesterday, the attorney

general's office submitted
the 484-page appeal on

behalf of the government
challenging the Tribunal-2
verdict.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam told The
Daily Star that his office
would today file an appli-
cation with the chamber
judge of the Appellate
Division for fixing a date
for a hearing on the
appeal.

MK Rahman, addi-
tional attorney general
and coordinator of the
prosecution team at the
tribunals, told reporters
that they filed the appeal
against the “inadequate
sentence’ awarded by the
Tribunal-2 to Quader
Mollah, and for capital
punishment.

In Mollah's case,
tribunal awarded him llfr:
sentence (30 years) for two
of the five acts of crimes
against humanity in
which at least 350
Bangalees were killed and
a girl was raped.

He also got 15 years'
imprisonment for com-
plicity in three other crimi-
nal offences in which six
people were killed.

He was acquitted of the
sixth charge of killing hun-
dreds of people at
Keraniganj during the
Liberation War.

The appeal filed yester-
day also sought Mollah's
death penalty on the above

charge.
The Appellate Division

would have to dispose of
the appeals within 60 days
of theirfiling.

Barrister Abdur Razzaq,
chietf defence counsel for
(Quader Mollah, told The
Daily Star that they were
likely to file an appeal with

the apex court today.
He said they would state

in their appeal that Quader
Mollah was innocent, and
the prosecution could not
prove any charge before
the tribunal.

Mollah was in Faridpur,
not in Dhaka, during the
nine-month Liberation
War but the offences,
which were brought in the
charges against him, took
place in Dhaka, Razzaq
claimed.
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Empowered lives,
Resilient nations.

UNDP Bangladesh invites Expressions of Interest from eligible national suppliers for the
Provision of Printing and Promotional Services on Long Term Agreement basis. All interested
suppliers may collect the Bidding documents (EOI) from http://www.undp.org.bd/proc_more.php
through a formal registration process that will register bidders into participants list, so any
correspondence, questions regarding the bidding documents and respective answers can be sent
to all bidders.

Submission of Documents: Sealed envelope should state the expression of interest subject
mentioned above and should be submitted to the UNDP-Registry, IDB Bhaban (12th Floor),
Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207.

go beyond

The deadline for submission of expression of interest is 13 March 2013, 14.00 p.m. Local Time.

Grey.GP.2013




