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Bangladesh national football team's coach Lodewjik de Kruif watches over his charges during a practice session at the Police Headquarters
Ground in Kathmandu yesterday. Bangladesh will take on Palestine in their first match of the AFC Challenge Cup Qualifiers today.

Bangladesh face
Palestine challenge
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a bright start in the AFC
Challenge Cup Qualifiers
when they take on favourites
CHALLENGE Palestine in one of two
matches on the opening day
atthe Dashrath Stadium in Nepal today.

Ranked 153, Palestine are sixteen
places ahead of Bangladesh in the FIFA
rankings and have not lost against
Bangladesh in two encounters since 2006;
winning once and drawing once.

This makes Bangladesh task of qualify-
ing from Group D as champions that
much harder. A positive result against
Palestine will be absolutely necessary if
there is any hope of progressing since
Bangladesh will also face the hosts and
ever-improving Nepal and the unknown
quantity of Northern Mariana Island in
their other two games.

Nevertheless, Bangladesh will have to
face an uphill task to tame Palestine, com-
prising mostly of footballers playing in
Europe and a team that have already
showed their quality by beating India 4-2
in arecent friendly match in New Delhi.

Bangladesh, who last played interna-
tional matches in November 2012 against

5 Bangladesh will be hoping for

Thailand (0-5) and Malaysia (1-1), will
certainly pin their hopes on the newly-
appointed coach Lodewijk de Kruif, even
though the Dutchman only had seven
days to prepare his charges before the first
competitive match.

“All the players worked very hard. The

most important thing is that the boys are
willing and motivated to deliver something
better. They want to fight for the country,”
said Kruif at a pre-match briefing in

Kathmandu according to goalnepal.com.
“We have been working hard every day

and are well prepared. Let see what hap-
pen in tomorrow's match against

Palestine,” said the optimistic coach.
Kruif's counterpart Jamal Mahmoud

was also upbeat about qualifying for the
finals despite not having three to four key
players who have been playing in different
leagues outside Palestine.

“We are here to win and want to qualify
for the finals as group winner,” said Jamal,
who guided Palestine to the semifinals of

the 2012 final round.
Before coming to Nepal, Palestine

played two friendlies against Kuwait who
beatthem2-1 and India who theybeat 4-2.

“We have beaten Bangladesh 2-0 in our
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Zamrul,
Mirona win
10km run
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National athletes
Mohammad Zamrul Islam
and Mirona Akter became
champion in respective
men's and women's sec-
tion of the Dhaka
International 10 kilometre
run amid festive mood

yesterday.
Zamrul took 28 min-

utes 24 seconds to com-
plete his run which
started from Gulshan
Ladies club and finished
at the end of Manik Mia
Avenue via Gulshan-1,
Tejgaon, Bijoy Sarani and
Khamar Bari.

Zamrul is an athlete of

Bangladesh Army and he
was the runner-up in the
5000m run of the last
national athletic champi-
onship. Zamrul's team-

mates Rafiqul Islam and
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Aus seek spin fix
Hyderabad Test from today
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Amid heavy security and water-tight
arrangements, Australia head into the
second Test against India with as much of
a demoralizing burden as England went
into their Mumbai game last year with. A
match down and with the certainty of vile
turners to follow: the ends of teams on the
subcontinent have always followed a set
pattern, a trend that Alastair Cook-led
England bucked with élan as they turned
things around for a 2-1 series win after

havinglost the opening encounter.
Australia's site of resurrection — if that

happens at all - will be Hyderabad, where
aseries ofbomb blasts ravaged normallife
a few weeks ago. The visitors seek a man-
date similar to England's after a resound-
ing loss at Chepauk. The means at their
disposal, however, are not quite the same.
In Monty Panesar and Graeme Swann,
England had two spinners able to hold
their own against India's batsmen.
Australia lack a big turner and their only
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However, Siddikur could
manage only a par-score
in the 18th which meant
he failed the qualifying
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Real Madrid captain Iker
Casillasis expectingaback-
lash from Barcelona when
the two meet again in the
league on Saturday after
Madrid's 3-1 victory over
the Catalans onTuesday.

T i
Spanish
champions booked their
place in the Spanish Cup
final with a complete per-
formance that restricted
Barca to very little going
forward and contained
their usual lightning speed
on the counter-attack.

But Casillas believes he
knows many of his interna-
tional colleagues in the
Barca side too well to think
they will take defeat lying down.

"I know many of the Barcelona players
and I know that they are competitive," he
told the club's website.

Despite their joy in the cup, in the league
it is Barca who have been the dominant
force this season as they arrive in the capi-
talwith a 16-pointadvantage over Real.

And with another huge Champions

FIXTURES

Saturday
Real Madrid v Barcelona, Deportivo
La Coruna v Rayo Vallecano,
Osasuna v Athletic Bilbag, Valencia
v Levante

Sunday
Granada v Real Mallorca, Espanyol
v Real Valladolid, Malaga v Atletico
Madrid, Real Sociedad v Real Betis
Monday

League game to come against Manchester

United on Tuesday, many expect Jose

Mourinho to make a number of changes.
However, Casillas believes it is impor-

tant to try and maintain their positive
momentum heading into their trip to Old
Trafford with the teams locked 1-1 after

the firstleg of theirlast-16 duel.
"We need to be aware that when we

don't win in the league the
fans suffer. We have the
duty to fight for every game
and the next one is
Barcelona.

"What we want to do is
win and continue to cut the
gap at the top. It is a deficit
that perhaps doesn't
reflect the real difference
between the teams, butit is
a competition where con-
sistency is rewarded and
Barcelonahave been better
than us.

"It is a considerable lead, but with the
crowd behind us we want to end a week

thatcould be the turning point.”
Casillas will definitely miss the match

as he continues his recovery from a bro-

kenboneinhishand and Angel Di Maria s
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Bangladesh physio Vibhav Singh (L) has a chat with opening batsman Tamim Igbal during the training session
at the Matara Sports Club today. Tamim, who is nursing an injury on his left wrist, resumed practice with the bat

during the session. PHOTO: COURTESY

mark by two shots.
Siddikur, who is the

first Bangladeshi to play

and win on the Asian Tour,
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Women's
Hockey
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Dinajpur Municipal
School recorded a 4-0 win
over Nahar Acadey of
Mirpur in the Walton
Motorbike 2Znd Women's
Hockey League at the
Maulana Bhasani Hockey
Stadium yesterday.
Ayesha, Sheli, Joba and
Hasina scored one goal

each for Municipal

School.
In the day's other

match, Narail DSA
thrashed Anandamoyee
School 6-0 with Nahida
Akter slotting three goals
while Kimi Karmaker
scored twice and Sampa
Biswas netted one goal.



