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Atletico see
off Sevilla

REUTERS, Madrid

Atletico Madrid set up a
King's Cup final with city
rivals Real after Diego
Costa and Radamel Falcao
scored in a 2-2 second leg
draw at Sevilla on
Wednesday, to progress 4-

3 on aggregate.
Costa, who had scored

both Atletico goals from
the penalty spot in the
first leg, put the visitors in
charge after carving an
opening for himself in the
sixth minute and firing

low into the far corner.
His seventh goal in the

Cup made him the com-
petition's leading scorer
this season, one ahead of
Real's Cristiano Ronaldo
and Sevilla striker Alvaro

Negredo.
The Brazilian striker

then broke away down the
left and crossed low for
Colombia's Falcao, who
darted in front of his

marker to score in the 29th.
Roared on by a noisy
home crowd, Sevilla's most
dangerous player Jesus
Navas breathed life back in
to the tie with a curling shot
which went in off the far

post just before the break.
Sevilla, who beat

Atletico 2-0 in the 2010
Cup final, pressed hard in
the second half but did
not find a way past
Thibaut Courtois again
until Ivan Rakitic scored
in time added on.

Zlatan gets
2-game ban

REUTERS, London

Paris St Germain striker
Zlatan Ibrahimovic was
suspended for two games
by UEFA on Wednesday
for his sending off in the
Champions League last 16
first leg match with
Valencia, the European
governing body said.

The Swede was shown a
straight red card in stop-
page time after lunging at
fullback Andres Guardado
with his studs up in PSG's
2-1 victory in Spain on
February 12.

Ibrahimovic will miss
the return leg in Paris on
March 6 and the first leg of
the quarterfinal should
the French league leaders
progress.

"I'm surprised by the
decision," PSG coach Carlo

Ancelotti told reporters.

"l was already surprised
when he was shown the
red card. A two-game ban
is incredible. I hope that
UEFA will overturn the
decision. We're going to
appeal.”

UEFA also rejected
Schalke 04's protest that
Galatasaray striker Didier
Drogba was eligible to
play in their first leg in
Istanbul on Feb. 20.

Ivorian striker Drogba
joined the Turkish club in
late January from
Shanghai Shenhua. The
Chinese club had initially
tried to block the transfer
saying he had violated the

terms of his contract.
"Having examined all

the documents of the
case, the Control and
Disciplinary Body decided
to reject the protest
lodged by Schalke,” UEFA

said in a statement.

TEN Action

League One
Montpellier v Rennes
Live from 1:30am (Saturday)
ESPN

SerieA
Napoli v Juventus
Live from 1:45am (Saturday)
TEN Cricket
First 720
South Africa v Pakistan

Chelsea striker Victor Moses (L) celebrates scoring the second goal against Middlesborough during their FA Cup

fifth round match at the Riverside Stadium on Wednesday.
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Chelsea set up MU glamour tie

Chelsea remain on course for whatwould be a

fifth FA Cup title in seven seasons.
Interim manager Rafael Benitez has com-

plained about fixture congestion in recent
weeks, but with his side also still in conten-
tion in the Europa League, the European
championslookset for a busy few weeks.
Chelsea made eight changes to the side

beaten by City at the weekend, with Fernando
Torres and skipper John Terry both returning
to the startingline-up.

Oscar and Moses also came back into the
team and they almost combined to break the
deadlock in the 11th minute, but Oscar could

AFP, Middlesbrough

1131 79 Holders Chelsea ground out

a 2-0 win at second-tier
Ea

Middlesbrough on
Wednesday to set up an FA
Cup quarterfinal glamour

tie at Manchester United.
Second-half goals from

Ramires and Victor Moses
secured victory at the Riverside Stadium as
Chelsea bounced back from Sunday's 2-0 loss
at Manchester City, which had seen them slip
tofourth placein the Premier League.

__CUP

team-mate's cut-back.
Chelsea started authoritatively but as the

first half wore on, Middlesbrough came back

into the game.
In the 26th minute, Scott McDonald came

close to opening the scoring but his header
from Nicky Bailey's right-wing cross drifted
narrowly wide of the right-hand post.

The hosts went even closer five minutes
before half-time, with Petr Cech spilling a shot
from Boro winger Mustapha Carayol and

obliging Terry to make a hurried clearance.
It therefore came as something as arelief to

the visitors when Ramires put them in front

SPORT

Rafa loses
his cool

AFP, London

Chelsea have insisted Thursday will be
just another day at the office despite
interim manager Rafael Benitez hitting
out at the club's fans and management

the daybefore.
Benitez launched a broadside fol-

lowing his side's 2-0 win at
C UP Middlesbrough in the FA Cup fifth
round on Wednesday, criticising fans for protesting
against him and questioning why he was only appointed
on a temporary basis.
His outburst sparked speculation on social media that
his position was in immediate danger, but a spokesper-

son for the club said: "It's business as usual.”
Benitez was expected to take training as scheduled on

Thursday as the European champions began preparations

for Saturday's league game with West Bromwich Albion.
The 52-year-old Spaniard has risked the wrath of

owner Roman Abramovich by asking why the club
insisted on making him an 'interim' manager when he

replaced the sacked Roberto di Matteo in November.
"I have a title. Someone decided the title would be

'interim'. Why? Justin case?" he said on Wednesday.
"If they want to blame me for everything that is wrong

and then they say, 'We will put interim just in case,’ fine,

thatis yourdecision.
"I don't agree, butit's your decision and now everybody
has to take responsibility. If we are in the Champions

League, I willbe the happiest man in the world.
"But next year, I will leave anyway because I have fin-

ished my contract, so they (his critics) don't need to be
worried about me. What they have to do is concentrate on
supporting the team.

"l have a contract until the end of the season, that's it,
so theydon'tneed to be worried about me."

Benitez has faced opposition from a core of disillu-
sioned Chelsea fans ever since he arrived at the club but
he says those supporters have unrealistic expectations
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Victory in the fifth-round tie means

not get enough purchase on his shot from his

six minutes into the second half.

aboutthe current squad.

ﬂﬁ Football

AFP, Munich

Saturday.

Bayern Munich ended their three-year
wait for a competitive win over Borussia
Dortmund on Wednesday as Arjen
Robben's first-half strike sealed a 1-0

German Cup quarter-final victory.
February 2010 had been the occasion

of Bayern's last league or cup win over
Dortmund -- a six-game stretch -- but
Robben's thunderbolt two minutes
before the break at the
Allianz Arena was enough
to put Munich in the last

four.
A pre-season Supercup

final win in Munich last
August had been Bayern's
only source of comfort

against Borussiarecently.
Despite having spent much of this

season on Bayern' bench, Robben took
over on the left wing from France's Franck
Ribery, who was suspended, to show

RESULTS

VfB Stuttgart 2 (Gentner 18,

Ibisevic 81) VfL Bochum 0
Bayern Munich 1 (Robben 43)

Bayern fell Borussia

1 drubbing of Werder Bremen last

This was the clash of Germany's titans -
- Bayern Munich, 17 points clear in the
Bundesliga against defending league
champions and cup holders Dortmund,
who have dominated the top tier of

German football for the last two years.
Germany defender Mats Hummels

dropped out the day of the game with flu
and in his place Brazilian Felipe Santana
partnered Neven Subotic at centre-back

for Dortmund.
Robben's inclusion for the suspended

Ribery was the only change
from the team which won
3-1 at Arsenal in the
Champions League just

over aweekago.
Dortmund hammered

Bayern 5-2 in last May's

German Cup final, when Poland striker

Robert Lewandowskinetted a hat-trick.
If Wednesday's game needed extra

spice, Lewandowski has been strongly
linked to a move to Bayern with his con-

coach Jupp Heynckes what he has been tracttoexpirein2014.
missing. In a tight, nervy cup game, both teams
The 29-year-old ex-Chelsea and Real hadtheiropportunities.

Madrid star sank to his knees and beat the

turfat the final whistle in delight.
He has now scored in three of Bayern's

last four games after netting in recent
Bundesliga wins over Wolfsburg and the 6-

The brightest chance of the first-half
fell to Javi Martinez when his shot straight
at Roman Weidenfeller was parried and
the Dortmund goalkeeper scrambled
backto grab the loose ball on 36 minutes.

'Pure football

AFP, Madrid

Xabi Alonso has described Real Madrid's
decisive clash with Manchester United at
Old Trafford next week as "pure football.”
The ex-Liverpool man will be joined
d by former United favourite Cristiano
Ronaldo as the Spanish champions try to
overcome a disappointing 1-1 draw at the Santiago
Bernabeu in the first-leg between the two in their quest

fora 10th European title.
"From the fans' point of view and because of the his-

tory of both clubs, this meeting is pure football," he told

Champions Matchday magazine.
"For Cristiano, who wore the United shirt for many

years, itis something even more special. Itis forme too.
"When I played for Liverpool the games against United
were very intense and important due to the rivalry that

existed between the clubs.
"We know it is now a few years since Real Madrid won

itslast European title, but it is not easy to win this compe-

tition because we are facing the best teams in Europe.
"It doesn't have to become an obsession because this

doesn'thelp, butyesitis animportant objective."

All eyes will be on Ronaldo as quite apart from his
United past, the visitors' chances of progression would
appear to rest on the Portuguese's broad shoulders and
Alonso is confident that the man who has already scored
43 times this season will find the target again at his old

stomping ground.
"He is one of the most ambitious players I have known,

he has great desire and wants to score a goal in every game.
“His physical capacity and technique is incredible. He

is a complete player. He has a tremendous shot, he knows

how to beat an opponent in one-on-one situations and
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| howto find space and take advantage ofit."

Becks hungry
for more

AFP, Paris

David Beckham is looking
forward to renewing
acquaintances with the
Champions League after
an impressive full debut for
Paris Saint-Germain in the
biggest fixture in French

football on Wednesday:.
After a 15-minute

cameo appearance from
the bench as PSG beat
bitter rivals Marseille 2-0
in the league on Sunday,
the veteran Englishman
was handed his first start
for his new club as the two
clubs met again in the last

16 of the French Cup.
He lasted for fully 85

minutes before being taken
off to a deafening ovation
from a full house at the Parc
des Princes as the capital

club once again won 2-0.
"I felt good," he said

after the game, won by the

home side thanks to a brace

from Zlatan Ibrahimovic.
“I've been working

hard over the last month
to get fit but it helps to
have players around you

| like those here."
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