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Rutherford
stakes NZ
Test claim

AFP, Queenstown

Opening batsman Hamish
Rutherford pressed his
claim for a Test debutas a
New Zealand XI made
slow progress against
England on the second
day of a four-day warm-
up match in Queenstown

on Thursday.
The home side were six

for 224 at stumps in reply
to England's first innings
total of 426, with two late
wickets for the tourists
swinging momentum
their way.

England started the day
at seven for 357 and Ian
Bell added 31 to his over-
night total before the first
innings came to a close
when he was dismissed on

158.
Rutherford, the son of

former New Zealand
opener Ken Rutherford,
made a classy 90, includ-
ing 13 fours and one six,
before being bowled by

Chris Woakes.
While the 23-year-old

was disappointed not to
bring up a century;, his
performance is likely to be
enough to cement a Test
spot in a New Zealand
team missing Martin
Guptill through injury.

SA-Pakistan
first T20
today

CRICINFO, Durban

South Africa's summer of
Test cricket is over but the
sunshine and good times
are not. Another three
weeks of activity awaits
and it is up to the limited-
overs formats to turn what
has been a one-sided
series into a competitive,

two-way street.
The balance has defi-

nitely tipped. It is no lon-
ger a No. 1 ranked team in
conditions that suit them
up against a side deter-
mined to prove something.
Both South Africa and
Pakistan, who meet in the
first of two Twenty20
Internationals at
Kingsmead on Friday;,
hover in the middle of the
Twenty20 rankings at the
moment. While South
Africa have never tasted
the success of a major
trophy, Pakistan have and
were responsible for dump-
ing South Africa out of the
2009 World Twenty20 --
which they went on to win
-- and beating them in
both other meetings at a
major tournament.

A wake
up call

AFP, London

Former Arsenal footballer
Tony Adams has revealed
that professional cricket-
ers are recelving treat-
ment at his Sporting
Chance clinic, in the wake
of the inquest into the

death of Tom Maynard.
“We are already putting

cricketers through the
Sporting Chance Clinic,
rugby players, jockeys,"
Adams told the

Independent newspaper.
Adams established his

clinic after struggling with

alcoholism himself.

Confident
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series is our best chance to

do something positive
against Sri Lanka,” said
Jurgensen.

Both captain and coach
expressed their optimism
over the young players as
they believed that the
youngsters will grab the
chance to prove their
worth and hoped that it
will be a very good and
competitive series.

New Zealand XI batsman Hamish Rutherford, who hit a magnificent 90, plays the
ball towards fine leg on the second day of England's four-day warm-up match in

Queenstown yesterday.
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Sack Whatmore: Moin

Ly i

pﬂl Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Former Pakistan captain Moin Khan
Thursday demanded the sacking of
national coach Dav Whatmore following
the team's 3-0 whitewash by South Africa,

saying a local man should replace him.
Pakistan flopped miserably against

the world number one Test team, losing
the first Test by 211 runs, the second by
four wickets and the last by an innings

and 18 runs.
Whatmore masterminded Sri Lanka's

triumph in the 1996 World Cup and led
minnows Bangladesh to their first-ever
Test series victory and their first appear-

ance in theWorld Cup Super Eights in 2007.
But Moin said he was not up to the job.
"Whatmore is an overrated coach,”

Moin told AFP. "There is a concept in
Pakistan that a foreigner will not get
involved in players' politics but
Whatmore is now fighting for survival."
Former Australian batsman Whatmore
took over in March last year and led
Pakistan to the semifinals of the World
Twenty20 tournament, but he has come
under fire after two successive Test series

defeats.
Moin, who managed only four wins in

his 13 matches as Pakistan captain, said
Sri Lanka's World Cup win in 1996 owed

more toits players than Whatmore.
"Ask any player of that team and he will

tell you that in 1996 Sri Lanka had world-

class players and their success was due to
their players and not because of the

coach,” said Moin.
Moin also criticised Test and one-day

captain Misbahul Haq.
"Both coach and captain are fighting

for survival. They should have aplananda
vision with which they should leave the
team on a firm footing but I can't see any
plan. Instead, they keep their interests

before the team."
Pakistan has never been short of

cricketing talent but the national team
has suffered over the years from bickering
and infighting. Moin, who played 69 Tests,
said a foreign coach could not communi-

cate with the players properly.
"When a foreigner is our coach, our

players have a communication problem
and the coach is also unable to brief the
players on their mistakes and it's a big
problem,"” said Moin, a member of the

World Cup-winning team in 1992.
Moin said the Pakistan Cricket Board

(PCB) had blundered in replacing Mohsin

KhanwithWhatmore last year.
"Pakistan players were happy in

Mohsin's coaching," said Moin of the
former coach, under whom Pakistan
routed the then-world number one Test

team England in Januarylast year.
"If Whatmore doesn't resign himself,

then the PCB should sack him," he added.
Pakistan play the first of two Twenty20

Internationals against South Africa at
Durban on Friday. They also play five one-
dayinternationals on the tour.

Nadal keeps winning

@ Tennis

AFP, Acapulco

Rafael Nadal eased into the
quarterfinals of the Mexican
Open on Wednesday, con-
tinuing his comeback from
the knee injury that
sidelined the 11-time Grand
Slam champion for seven
months.

Nadal, playing in his
third tournament in four
weeks after his lengthy
layoff, needed one hour
and 16 minutes to get past
Argentine qualifier Martin
Alund 6-0, 6-4.

The relatively low-key
clay court tournaments in
Latin America were
expected to serve as Nadal's
preparation for prestigious
Masters Series eventson US
hard courts at Indian Wells,
California, and Miami.

Men's main draw play

begins at Indian Wells on

March?7.
In Acapulco Nadal is

seeded second behind fel-

low Spaniard David Ferrer.
At number four in the

world, Ferrer is currently
ranked one spot higher
than former number one
Nadal and is the three-time
defending champion in

Acapulco.
Ferrer and defending

women's champion Sara
Errani also booked their
guarterfinal berths in this
combined ATP and WTA

event onWednesday.
Thirty-year-old Ferrer

defeated US gqualifier Wayne
Odesnik 6-2, 6-1, while
Italy's Errani defeated
Canada's Eugenie Bouchard
7-6(7/4),6-2.

Men's third seed Nicolas
Almagro of Spain also

Siddikur eyes history
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six shots in the last three holes to miss the play-off for the
fourth and final ticket to the Open Championship by two

shots.

“I've forgotten about that and have already moved on.
I'm looking forward to the last day and if | can keep play-
ing like how I did, then I'll be able to earn a place in the
Open Championship,” said Matsuyama.

Singapore's Quek, who is aiming to become the third
Singaporean after Mardan Mamat and Lam Chih Bing to
play in the Open Championship, was in the lead for 17
holes but hit his tee shot into the water on nine for a dou-

ble bogey.

“I'm happy to be on five-under with a double bogey! In
two-day events, you have to make as many birdies as you
can. | guess my focus tomorrow is to enjoy the round and

putinalownumber,” said the 26-year-old.
Australian Barr mixed his round with eight birdies and

one eagle against a double bogey and three bogeys as he
plots a return to the Open Championship where he made

his debut at the Royal Troon Golf Club in 2004.
“I started to hit the ball pretty well at the start and

putted pretty good. I just had a couple of soft mistakes.
This is a golf course where you can get in big trouble with-
out doing many mistakes. Overall 'm happybutl hopeto

hold it together,” said Barr.

advanced, rallying in the
second set to finish offa 6-4,
7-6 (7/4) victory over com-
patriot Tommy Robredo.
Ferrer arrived in
Acapulco fresh from a
victory on Sunday at

Buenos Aires.
Last season he won both

the Buenos Aires and
Acapulcotitlesto kick-starta
season that included an
ATP tour-leading seven

titles.
Ferrer next faces Italian

Paolo Lorenzi, a 6-4, 6-3
winner over Spain's Pablo

Andujar.
Nadal, seeking a 38th

career clay court title, will
face Argentina's Leonardo
Mayer in the quarterfinals.
Mayer defeated Russian
Andrey Kuznetsov6-2, 6-2.

BSJA's new
president

SPORTS REPORTER

Sayeeduzzaman has been
elected president of the
Bangladesh Sports
Journalist Association
(BSJA) as the annual gen-
eral meeting and election
was held at the BSJA office
adjacent to the
Bangabandhu National

Stadium yesterday.
Sayeeduzzaman of

Daily Kalerkantho beat
Syed Mohammad Mamun
of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha to be elected
president as other office
bears were elected unop-
posed. Syed
SaidurRahman Shamim
was retained as general
secretary for another two-

year term.
Veteran cricket coach

and BSJA member Jalal

Ahmed Chowdhury con-
ducted the election.

Shooting
camp ends

SPORTS REPORTER

A three-week training
camp for the budding
shooters has been com-
pleted yesterday at the
National Shooting
Complex as 47 shooters
including 22 girls took
part in it,

Out of those shooters,
16 shooters have been
selected for the further
training. All participants
were taught the basic of
shooting, rules and regu-
lation, way of the practice,
said a press release from
the National Shooting
Federation of Bangladesh
yesterday.

Baridhara
in second

SPORTS REPORTER

Uttar Baridhara Club
notched their second
victory in the Premier
Bank Bangladesh
Championship League
with a 2-0 win over
Chittagong Abahani at the
Birshreshtha Shaheed
Mostafa Kamal Stadium
yesterday.

After a barren first half,
Jibon struck a brace in the
54th and 64th minute
respectively for Uttar
Baridhara, who climbed
up to the second position
with eight points from
four matches, just two
behind leaders Farashganj
SC. Chittagong Abahani
remained with six points
from four matches.

In the second match,
Argani Bank defeated
Victoria SC by a single
goal, thanks to a 67-
minute strike from
Shamim. The maiden win
took Agrani Bank to the
sixth position from the
bottom with four points
from as many matches.

AIUB win
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and Stamford University

beat ULAB.

A total of 32 universities
took part in the eight-a-
side competition, which
was held for the first time
in the country. The tourna-
ment was a brainchild of
former national cricketers
Akram Khan, Athar Ali
Khan and Khaled Mashud.

Players press
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national football team

reached Nepal on
Wednesday midnight and
had their first practice
session yesterday at the
Chyasal Technical Centre
while hosts Nepal Football
Association declared its
squad with five new faces
yesterday.

DHAKA FRIDAY
MARCH 1, 2013

E-MAIL: sports@thedailystar.net
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On collision course?

“ a Tennis

AFP, Dubai

Novak Djokovic, the world number one,
and Roger Federer, the defending cham-
pion, moved nearer to a showdown in
Saturday's final when both raced into the

quarterfinals of the Dubai Open.
Federer set the pace by getting there in

only 71 minutes against Marcel
Granollers, the world number 34 from
Spain, with Djokovic taking just 90 min-
utes to get past another Spaniard, Roberto

Bautista-Agut, the world number 55.
Djokovic applied constant pressure

with his speedy court coverage and the
weight and angles of his ground strokes,
and might have won in under an hour had
he not lapsed briefly in the second set,

letting Bautista Agutbackintoit.
This enabled the man nicknamed

"Bati" to launch some hard blows, come
from 2-5 down, and save four match
points in a 24-point ninth game before
goingdown6-1,7-6 (7/4).

Federer mixed phaseswhere he appeared
to be coasting, with moments when he
suddenly switched two gears to deliver
stunning winners, ina6-3, 6-4 success.

Hewas also tactically unpredictable.

Encouraged by the fast court and per-

haps by his opponent's frequent charges
into the forecourt, Federer came to the net
more often than usual. But he was curi-
ously unclear about why he did not

attempt this more often.
"It's something | have been trying my

whole life, to be more aggressive," he said.
"I would like to serve-volley more -- but
I'mwinning, soit's okay.

"l don't know why I don't do it more.
Perhaps because courts around the world
are on the slower side, and you come to
the quicker courts like this and you don't
dare. It's a habit."

Later he explained it as an outcome of
his bright new pink shoes, about which he

was questioned.
"That's the problem: I come to the net

and the guy knows," Federer grinned. "It
ain't good, you know. Definitely not cam-

ouflage."
Djokovic's match confirmed the impor-

tance, even for the best player in the world,

to keep his mind pinned down till the end.
"l played a good match for an hour or

so, but then I didn't stay committed to

every point," headmitted.
Djokovic now plays Andrea Seppi, the

seventh seeded ltalian, whose elegance
off the ground may punish any further

lapses more severely.
Federer will follow Djokovic with a

match against Nikolay Davydenko, the
former world number three who ousted
the sixth seeded Janko Tipsarevic, and
followed it with a 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) victory
overVictor Hanescu, of Romania.

Federer has a likely semifinal with
Tomas Berdych, his Wimbledon con-
queror of two years ago, who overcame
jet-lag, an umpire's warning, and a diffi-
cult first set against Germany's Tobias
Kamke before calling for changes to the

time limit rule.
Berdych emerged relieved and dis-

gruntled after surviving 7-5, 6-1 against
the world number 90, apparently under

pressure from multiple sources.
Berdych plays Dmitry Tursunov of

Russia but another Russian, Mikhail

Youzhny, the eighth seed, was beaten.
His conqueror was Daniel Brands, six

feet five inches tall, with an imposing net
game, who upset the seedings in the Gulf
for the second time this year, having

reached the semisin Doha.
Brands now faces Juan Martin del

Potro, the fourth-seeded former US Open
champion, whose 6-4, 6-4 win over
Somdev Devvarman, the Indian returnin g
after many months out with injury,
received rather modest acclaim.

However his ensuing "match" with his
Argentine compatriot Diego Maradona,
the footballing legend who is in the coun-
try on ambassadorial duties, was received
as if del Potro had scored at the
Bombonera stadium in Buenos Aires.

S'kara to play in tour
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U-16 football

SPORTS REPORTER

are also in the Test squad,

have also been included
for the fixture, but 19-year-
old offspinner Tharindu
Kaushal misses out, and
may instead be given a Test
debut in the two-Test
series. Kaushal is the lead-
ing wicket-taker in the
ongoing first-class tourna-
ment, having bagged 31
wickets at 13.22, with four
five-wicket hauls in four
matches. He had also been
named in the Test sguad
for the home series against
New Zealand in November,
before he'd played any
first-class or List A cricket,
but didn't get a match in
the series.

The Emerging XI is
coached by former Sri Lanka
wicketkeeper-batsman
Romesh Kaluwitharana.
SQUAD
Angelo Perera (captain),
Kithuruwan Vithanage,
Kumar Sangakkara, Ashen

Silva, Niroshan Dickwella,
Udara Jayasundera, Shehan
Jayasuriya, Ashan
Priyanjana, Ishan Jayaratne,
Dushmantha Chameera,
Kasun Madushanka,
Chaturanga de Silva,
Dulanjana Mendis, Ramith
Rambukwella, Vishwa
Fernando, Lahiru Gamage.

Cox's Bazar
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(Nazmul Hassan Papon)

made a presentation on
the 2014 World Cup. We
had a very fruitful meeting
with the Prime Minister,”
said Mallick without elabo-
rating further.

It was learnt that the
BCB is going to get their
desired ground at the golf
course and the Civil
Aviation and Tourism
Ministry is likely to hand
over the land within the
next two weeks to imple-
ment the project before

ICC's mega event.

Sheikh Russel came from
behind to taste their first
victory in the
Grameenphone U-16
Football Tournament
when they handed a 4-3
defeat to Team BJMC in
their last group match at
the BFF Artificial Turf
yesterday.

BJMC went ahead with
strikes from Ibrahim and
Hasan in the 24th and
35th minute before Imran
reduced the margin in the
51st minute. Shahed lev-
elled the margin in the
64th minute.

Rana put BJMC ahead
again in the 70th minute
while Mainul equalized
five minutes later and
Shahed wrapped up the
victory for Sheikh Russel
one minute from time.

In the day's other
match, Brothers Union
played out a goalless draw
against Feni Soccer Club.
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