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Some army men
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section had resorted to

human rights violation,
intimidation to extort
money and gagging the
mass media.

Interference of the
armed torces in the admin-
istration in the name of
resolving political crisis can
never be acceptable,
because such an act hin-
ders the democratic pro-
cess and rule of law, said
TIB Chairperson Sultana
Kamal.

"The armed forces can
never be an alternative to
the democratic process in
running the country. They
are meant to be carrying
out designated duties of
ensuring the country's

defence,"”" she mentioned.
She called upon all polit-

ical quarters not to repeat

the situation like the politi-
cal crisis of so called 1/11
and let the armed forces
intervene in the demo-
cratic process.

It is the duty of the peo-
ple to solve any political
problem and help build
democracy and establish
the rule of law, noted the
former adviser of a care-

taker government.
Sultana observed that

the army's involvement
with the caretaker govern-
ment in 1/11 was an acci-
dentin the country's demo-

cratic process.
There is no grudge

against the armed forces as
they are run by the sons and

citizens of this soil, she

added.
Citing her personal expe-

rience as an adviser to a
caretaker government, she

said like any political gov-
ernment, a military-backed
government too lobbies for

undue favour.
Dr Iftekharuzzaman,

executive director of TIB,
said allegations against the
military-backed caretaker
government were dis-
cussed also in parliament
immediately after the
Awami League govern-
ment took over in January

2009.
He appreciated the

armed forces for their sig-
nificant contributions to
separation of judiciary,
preparation of the national
voter ID database, UN
peacekeeping missions
and management of natu-
ral disasters.

He also pointed out
some aberrations in the
forces.

Though the armed
forces are run with public
money in the public inter-
est, there are challenges
over good governance,
transparency and account-
ability in the forces due to
lack of public discourse
and a defence policy, he

noted.
"There is no definitive

policy in defence opera-
tions and we don't know
what deterrence is there
against corruption. As a
result, there are chances tor

abusing power."
The defence forces

should go through public
scrutiny with parliamen-
tary dictate on the defence
budget to enhance their
image and credibility and
achieve professional excel-
lence, observed
[ftekharuzzaman.

TIB trustee member M
Hafizuddin Khan said the
forces’ involvement in
regular trade and busi-
nesses 1s unacceptable as it
compromises with military
professionalism and ham-
pers discipline and desig-
nated duties.

On January 11 (1/11) in
2007, the then president
lajuddin Ahmed had
declared the state of emer-
gency. lajuddin also
resigned from hisroleas the
chief adviser of the care-
taker government, and the
2007 general election was

dismissed.
The following day, for-

mer Bangladesh Bank gov-
ernor Fakhruddin Ahmed
took over as the chief
adviser of the army-backed
caretaker government.

Navy to get 2 submarines
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In scripted answer to the
query, the premier also
described her govern-
ment's various measures
to modernise and
strengthen the army and
air force.

She said two new army
commands and an infan-
try division, two air
defence brigades, more
than one armoured, artil-
lery and engineering bat-
talions and other neces-
sary supportive units will
be added to the army to
strengthen the force as part
of implementation of the
forces goal-2030.

The forces goal will be
implemented in four
phases in light of the
defence policy formu-
lated by the then

Bangabandhu-led govern-
ment in 1974, Hasina told
the House.

Besides, she said, the
government has moved to
purchase fourth genera-
tion MBT-2000 tanks,
multi-launcher rocket
system, weapon locating
radar, automatic grenade
launcher, anti-tank
weapon, non-guided anti-
tank weapon, anti-tank
guided missiles etc for the
army.

“The activities will
begin this financial year
to buy multiple rocket
launch system, weapon
locating radar, ground
surveillance radar and
aircrafts carrying soldiers,”
said Hasina, who also
holds the defence portfo-
lio.

She also mentioned
that a process was under-
way to purchase modern
euro-copter, light fixed-
wing aircraft and
armoured and anti-air
weapons for the army.

“As part of expansion of
the army and its moderni-
sation, efforts are under
way to establish an air

defence regiment,” she
added.

To modernise the air
force under the forces
goal-2030, she said her
government has moved to
buy air defence radar,
fighter planes, air-to-air
missiles, etc.

Hasina also informed
the House about some
other defence purchases
already done for the
armed forces.

Anti-Shahbagh
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was goingon.

In one such manipu-
lated photo, a young
woman is seen with a bot-
tle in hand surrounded by
young men and sheis danc-
ing. The caption claimed
that she was the daughter
of a famous person and
that she was partying at
Shahbagh at night.

The photo was allegedly
of a new year's party at a
city hotel and the photo
was published in a Bangla
daily in 2010. The picture
was manipulated by dark-
ening its background so
that it would appear as if it
was taken on the street at
night.

Another Facebook
picture showed a girl cov-
ering her face with hands
at a public place. The cap-
tion claimed that 11 girls
were raped in Shahbagh
and she was one of them
and that those girls were
missing.

In reality, no such inci-

dent took place.
Another post showed a

man exchanging money
with some people at
Shahbagh. The post
claimed that this man was
a RAW agent who was busy
distributing money
among the Shahbagh

organisers.
How the person posting

the photo knew that it was
a RAW agent could not be

known.
In another post, a pic-

ture of a massive religious
congregation was shown
as a Friday gathering of
Muslim devotees protest-
ing against the “atheist”
bloggers of Shahbagh. A
careful scrutiny reveals
that this was a picture of an
Eid congregation that was

published in newspapers.
The Bangladesh

Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) more than a week
earlier had suspended a
dozen blogs and some

Facebook accounts.
Since one person can

create thousands of
Facebook pages from any-
where posing as anyone,

the cyber propaganda

continues.
Giasuddin Ahmed, vice-

chairman of BTRC, said,
“There are thousands of
such pages. With our lim-
ited resources, it's not
possible to monitor and
search all the sites and

Facebook accounts.”
He also said if anybody

complains specifically
against any blog or
Facebook account, the
commission could take

action.
“The BTRC is not moni-

toring it politically. We are
doing our job as per the
law. As per law, cybercrime
1s a punishable offence,”
headded.

A wing of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) is also
monitoring the social sites,
said Lt Col Ziaul Ahsan,
director of Rab intelligence
wing.

But taking any legal
action was a challenging
task as it was almost
impossible to identity the
cyber criminals who use
fake identities.
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New gas lines
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standing committee on

the ministry also asked it
to take measures for
legalising of illegal gas
connections.

Justifying legalisation
of illegal gas connec-
tions, chief of the House
body Subid Ali Bhuiyan
said gas is being used
although the connections
are illegal. “So, what is the
problem inlegalising those

connections?”
He said the committee

asked the ministry to
take a rational decision

in this regard.
At an earlier meeting,

the House body was
informed that there were
more than one lakh ille-
gal gas connections in

the capital alone,
The committee that

met yesterday also
decided to hold a mass
hearing to have experts'
views on the policy for
use and distribution of
gas, which is now being
finalised, said a press
release issued by the par-

liament secretariat.
The House committee

also asked the ministry to
probe graft allegations
against Titas Gas offcials

and then take action.
On determining the

mode of coal extraction,
the committee suggested
the ministry arrange a

seminar to seek experts'
opinion on it.

Nobel laureates
urge China to
release Liu
Xiaobo

AFP, Taipei

More than 140 Nobellaure-
ates led by archbishop
Desmond Tutu yesterday
urged China to release
Nobel Peace Prize winner
Liu Xiaobo, a rights activist
jailed for subversion since

2009.
In a letter also signed by

400,000 people from more
than 130 countries, the
laureates called on China's
president-in-waiting Xi
Jinping to release Liu and
his wife Liu Xia, who has
not been charged but is
being held under house

arrest.
The petition was being

submitted to Chinese
embassies and diplomatic
missions in Hong Kong,
New York, Paris, Berlin and

London.
"This flagrant violation

of the basic right to due
process and free expres-
sion must be publicly and
forcefully confronted by
the international commu-
nity," archbishop Tutu, a
fellow Peace laureate, said
in the petition.

Watch out
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He said there have been
differences of opinion
between Malaysia and
Bangladesh over the pro-
ject's financing. Initially,
Malaysia said $2.9 billion
would be required to com-
plete the project but now it
says $3.8 billion will be
needed to build the bridge,
Muhith told reporters on
the day.

“Apartfrom it, there are
even bigger differences
which I will disclose after
the government makes its
decision on the pro-
posal,” he said.

The finance ministry
sent a proposal to the
Prime Minister's Office
this week, making recom-
mendations to reject the
Malaysian proposal and
construct the Padma
bridge with the govern-
ment s own resources.

In the meantime, the
communications minis-
try also sent a proposal to
the PMO, suggesting that
the government should
accept the Malaysian
proposal.

The differences of
opinion between the
finance and the commu-
nications ministries over
the proposal have put the
government Iin a
dilemma, said a finance
ministry official.

On February 20, Samy
Vellu presented the

Malaysian proposal to
Muhith in a meeting.
Later, the communica-
tions ministry held sev-
eral meetings with the
Malaysian side led by
Vellu.

According to the pro-
posal, Malaysia will
implement two compo-
nents of the project --
river training and con-
struction of the main
bridge -- at a cost of $2.3
billion. Earlier, the govern-
ment estimated the cost
for the two components
below $1.8 billion.

The proposal said
Malaysia will recoup the
cost in 26 years, and will
take 70 percent of the
total toll collection, leav-
ing the rest for
Bangladesh.

A Chinese company
will construct the bridge,
as there will be no open
bidding, it said.

Bridges Division offi-
cials said Malaysia will be
able to collect more than
$6 billion in tolls against
their investment of $2.3
billion if the bridge is
built according to the
proposal.

Other terms and con-
ditions in the Malaysian
proposal have many loop-
holes that prompted local
experts to give negative
opinions about the pro-
posal, said sources.

Wireless armband
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user's muscles, and also

contains its own motion
sensing chips.

Users can programme
the band to recognise ges-
tures, swipes and even
programme functions to
each finger.

The company making it
Tuesday revealed a video
showing off the gadget --
and people can already
order it online for delivery

later this year.
Developers Thalmic

[L.abs said it could 'en-

hance wearers' abilities.
"As a company, we're

interested in how we can
use technology to enhance
our abilities as humans --
in short, giving us super-
powers,"” Stephen Lake, co-
founder and CEO of

Thalmic Labs said.
"We're excited to see

how the Myo blurs thelines

between us and digital
technology."

The firm will allow any-
one to write software for
the gadget, and also
revealed it being used to
play computer games,
swipe through slides and
even flyinga drone.

[t also plans to let apps
on Android and 1085
devices access the band, so
it could be used as a new
interface for phones and

tablets.

"You can control pre-
sentations, video, content,
games, browse the web,
create music, edit videos,

and so much more," it says.
"With the wave of your

hand, Myo will transform
how you interact with your
digital world,” the firm
says.

"The Myo armband lets
you use the electrical activ-
ity in your muscles to

wirelessly control your
computer, phone, and
other favourite digital

technologies.
"The result is a seamless

way to interact with com-
puters, and a truly magical
sense of control," itadds.

19 killed
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inflammable articles

including plastics, clothes

and gas cylinders.
It took 26 fire fighters

several hours to bring the
situation under control, said
the joint commissioner of

police (headquarters).
West Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee
asked the police, fire bri-
gade and the municipal
corporation to submit a
report on the incident in
three days and announced
acompensation of Rs 2 lakh
to the families of the dead.
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(A Company of Petrobangla)

137/A, CDA Avenue, Sholashahar

Chittagong, Bangladesh

. Karnaphuli Gas Distribution
Company Limited

Invitation for International

Re-Tender

01. Ministry/Division Energy & Mineral Resources Division, M/O Power, Energy & Mineral
Resources.

02. Agency Bangladesh Qil, Gas and Mineral Corporation {Petrobangla).

03. Procuring entity name Karnaphuli Gas Distribution Company Limited.

04. Procuring enfity district Chittagong.

05. Invitation for Procurement of Thermo-Electric Generator for 56 Km long 273.05 mm
Dia (10.75? OD) 960 Psig high pressure natural gas transmission
pipeline from Semutang Gas Field, Khagrachhari to Ring-main at
Masirabad, Chittagong.

(8. Invitation Ref. No. EPCB(KGDCL)/CP/MP/02

07. Date 17.02.2013.

KEY INFORMATION

08. Procurement method Open Tendering Method (Single Envelope Tendering Procedure).

09. Budget and source of funds Development Budget (GCB).

10. Project code 5070

11. Project name “Exploration & Production Capacity Building of BAPEX (KGDCL Part).”

12. Time limit to selling tender document 03.03.2013 to 31.03.2013.

13. Tender last selling date 31.03.2013.

14, Date Time

Tender closing date & time 01.04.2013 11:30 hrs (BST).
Tender opening date & time 01.04.2013 11.45 hrs (BST).

-Selling tender documents

15. Name & address of the office(s)

during office hour:

Tender documents will be available in the following KGDCL offices

a) Finance & Accounts Sub-Division, Head Office, 137/A, CDA
Avenue, Sholashahar, Chittagong, Bangladesh.

b) Dhaka Liaison Office, Petrobangla, Petrocentre (13" Floor), 3,
Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka-1215, Bangladesh.

16. Receiving tender document Board Room, Kamaphuli Gas Distribution Company Limited, Head
Office, 137/A, CDA Avenue, Sholashahar, Chittagong, Bangladesh.

17. Opening tender document Board Room, Kamaphuli Gas Disfribution Company Limited, Head
Office, 137/A, CDA Avenue, Sholashahar, Chittagong, Bangladesh.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

18. Eligibility of tenderer Manufacturers/suppliers should have minimum 05 (five) years
experience of manufacturing/supplying of Thermo-Eleciric Generator
(TEG) under valid 1SO certifications and should have 01 (one) export
track record of supplying 01 (one) consignment for TEG within last 05
(five) years. As evidence, the bidder must provide at least 01 (one)
safisfactory completion cerificate from 01 (one) client/purchaser for
supply of TEG along with the proposal.

19. Brief description of goods Thermo-Electric Genrator-04 Nos.

20. Price of tender document .| US$50.00 or Tk. 4,000.00 (non-refundable).

21. Name of the materials Tender securty amount Time for completion of delivery

Thermo-Electric Generator

US$3,200.00 or Tk. 2,65,600.00

45 (forty-five) days from the date of
receipt of letter of credit.

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS
22, Name of official inviting tender Engr. Dhurjati Prasad Deb.
P Designation of official inviting tender Project Manager
"Exploration & Production Capacity Building of BAPEX (KGDCL Part).”
24. Contact details of official inviting Project Manager
tender "Exploration & Production Capacity Building of BAPEX (KGDCL Part)®,
Karnaphuli Gas Distribution Company Limited, Fouzderhat, Chittagong,
Bangladesh.
Tel:+880-31-27734886, Fax: + 880-31-2773485
25; Special instruction a) If the tender cannot be received and opened due to any unavoidable
circumstances or holiday(s) on the scheduled date and time, the same
shall be opened received and opened at the same venue and time on
the subsequent working day.
b} KGDCL reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever.
¢) All activities in connection with the said procurement works will be
quided as per "The Public Procurement Regualtion-2008".
Engr. Dhurjati Prasad Deb
Project Manager
"Exploration & Production Capacity
Building of BAPEX (KGDCL Part)"
GD-815 Kamaphuli Gas Distribution Co. Ltd

Fouzderhat, Chittagong




