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Taliban attack Atghan
checkpoint; 16 killed

AFP, Ghazni

The Taliban yesterday killed at least 16
people at an Afghan police checkpoint
and bombed an army bus in Kabul, high-
lighting a growing trend of strikes on

Afghanratherthan Nato targets.
Details of the pre-dawn attack on an

Afghaﬂ Local Police (ALP) checkpoint in
the eastern province of Ghazni were murky:.
Officials said they were investigating how

the militants breached security at the post.
ALP national commander General

Alishah Ahmadzai said 10 policemen and
"five or sixlocal villagers" who took partin

an uprising against the Taliban in the

Andar district of Ghaznihad been killed.
"Initial information shows they were

first poisoned and then shot, but we have
to wait for the final report of our investiga-

Two other provincial officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said 16 died in
the attack and all were policemen. The
same officials said the Taliban poisoned
the men before shooting them and seizing

their weapons.
Provincial governor Musa Khan

Akbarzada gave a death toll of 17 includ-
ing seven civilians and said a team had

been sent to investigate the incident.
A spokesman for the Taliban, who are

leading an 11-year fight against the
Western-backed government of President
Hamid Karzai, claimed responsibility for
the Ghazni killings and the suicide attack

in Kabul.
Western officials say insurgents are

shifting their strategy away from focusing
on the US-led Nato combat mission, which
1s due to withdraw next year, to targeting
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Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei talking with Pakistan's President
Asif Ali Zardari during a meeting yesterday in Tehran. Zardari arrived in Tehran for
discussions on a much-delayed $7.5 billion gas pipeline project which is opposed

ROHINGYA EXODUS
121 asylum seekers

rescued

AFP, Cot Trueng

Fishermen in western Indonesia rescued more than 100
ethnic Rohingya who had sailed from Myanmar, an offi-
cial said yesterday, with an asylum seeker claiming they
had been shot atin Thai waters.

The 121 Rohingya were found drifting late Tuesday
around 25 kilometres (15 miles) from the coastal village of
Cot Trueng, on the northernmost tip of Sumatra island in

Aceh province, village chief Mukhtar Samsyah told AFP.
"Their boat ran out of petrol as they tried to sail from

Myanmar to Thailand," he said.
But 21-year-old asylum seeker Farid Alam claimed the

lack of fuel was due to sabotage by the Thai authorities.
He said the boat carrying the Rohingya, including six
women and two children, had been intercepted in Thai
waters three days after they left Myanmar around a
month ago.
"They came onto our boat, threw away our food and
petrol and then towed our boat further out to sea. Duringthe

night, they shot at us," he told AFP by phone in Malay, from

tiveteam,"” he said.

Afghan forces preparing to take over.

by the United States, Iranian media reported.

animmigration detention centre in Lhokseumawe city.
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