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DR Congo peace accord signed

AFP, Addis Ababa

Regional African leaders yesterday signed a deal
aimed at bringing peace and stability to the east-
ern Democratic Republic of the Congo after years

ofunrest.
Eleven countries in the Great Lakes region --

including those accused of stoking trouble by
backing rebel groups -- signed on to the accord at
a ceremony in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa

N Korea honours nuclear scientists

AFP, Seoul

North Korea has awarded state medals and other
honours to thousands of scientists and workers

behind its recent nuclear test, state media said.
State decorations, medals and other benefits

were given to 11,592 scientists, technicians, work-
ers and other officials for their contribution to the
February 12 atomic test, the Korean Central News
Agencyreported Saturday.

US plans $16b Gulf spill settlement

AFP, Washington

US authorities plan to propose a $16 billion set-
tlement to British energy giant BP for civil claims
related to the disastrous 2010 oil spill in the Gult

ot Mexico, The Wall Street Journal said.
The April 20, 2010 explosion on the Deepwater

Horizon oil rig, operated by BP off New Orleans,
killed 11 people and spilled hundreds of millions
of gallons of crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico in
the four months it took to cap the well.

Maldives denies deal with Nasheed

AFP, Male

The Maldivian government yesterday denied any
deal to allow former president Mohamed
Nasheed to end his refuge at the Indian embassy
in the capital and resume election campaigning
without tear of arrest.

Presidential spokesman Abbas Riaz said
Nasheed walked out of the embassy on Saturday
afternoon of his own will and there was no
agreement with an Indian mediator who rushed
to the Maldives last week to resolve a tense
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US condemns Scud
attack in Syria

Invites opposition for talks; 110 killed

AGENCIES

The United States condemned a Syrian
army Scud missile attack that killed dozens
of people on Friday in the city of Aleppo, and
invited the Syrian opposition for talks on
finding a negotiated settlement to the con-

flict.
Three surface-to-surface missiles fired by

Syrian regime forces in the northern city of
Aleppo have left 58 people dead, among
them 36 children, a watchdog said yesterday,
updating an earlier toll.

A State Department statement said the
attack on a district of Aleppo and other
assaults such as strikes on city blocks and a
field hospital were "the latest demonstra-
tions of the Syrian regime's ruthlessness and
its lack of compassion for the Syrian people

it claims to represent.”
The statement, released on Saturday,

could help placate the main Syrian opposi-

tion grouping, which turned down invita-
tions to visit Washington and Moscow to
protest what it described as international
silence over the destruction of the historic
city of Aleppo by government missile strikes.

Almost two years since the start of the
revolt against President Bashar al-Assad,
rebels have wrested large swathes of Syria
from the control of Assad's forces but the
areas remain the target of army artillery, air
strikes and, increasingly, missiles.

The decision by the Syrian National
Coalition to spurn the invitations and to
suspend participation in the Friends of Syria
conference of international powers has put
peace initiatives onice.

At least 110 people were killed Saturday
nationwide -- 46 civilians, 35 rebels and 29 sol-
diers, the Observatory said.

The almost two-year conflict has cost the
lives of more than 70,000 people according
to the UN.

Padma Bridge

FROM PAGE 20

Muhith said a decision on
Malaysia's proposal will be
made by this month.

There have been differ-
ences of opinion between
Malaysia and Bangladesh
over the project's financ-
ing. Initially, Malaysia said
$2.9 billion would be
required to complete the
project but now it says $3.8
billion will be needed to
build the bridge, he said.

“"Apart from it, there are
even bigger ditferences
which 1 will disclose atter
the government makes its

decision on the proposal.”
The minister said the

government will resume
the project's work from
where it stopped in
September 2011. Of the
five pre-qualified bidders,
one will be dropped for
being blacklisted and the

remaining four will be
offered the job of the
bridge's construction.
Muhith said some peo-
ple doubt whether the pre-
qualified bidders will take
the job if the project is
implemented with the
government's own
resources. A foreign cur-
rency account will be

opened to dispel the doubt.
“There is no doubt

about the availability of
funds”.

He said the country's
image abroad will be
brightened if the bridge is
constructed with the gov-

ernment's Own resources.
The World Bank and

other donors will be
informed about the process
of the project's implemen-
tation, said the minister.
Asked whether the gov-
ernmentwill ask any donor

to participate in the pro-
ject, Muhith said the gov-
ernment would welcome
investments from any
development partner. But
they have to join the pro-
ject by August, as the bid-
ders will be awarded con-

tracts by that time.
On the project’s financ-

ing, Muhith said the size of
the country's annual bud-
get is around Tk 2 lakh
crore and it will not be
difficult to set aside Tk
5,000 crore a year for the
next five years.

Muhith said he will hold
talks with WB President Jim
Yong Kim in Washington
on February 27 to
strengthen the country's
relations with the WB,
Bangladesh's largest
development partner,
following the snags over
the Padma bridge funding.

DARFUR TRIBAL CLASHES

UN sounds
alarm after

AFP, Rome

Voting starts in Italy

dozens killed

AFP, Khartoum

The UN yesterday
expressed deep concern
over the latest deadly tribal
violence in Sudan's Dartur
region, which has ham-
pered assistance for tens of
thousands of people forced
to flee earlier fighting.

Residents in the North
Darfur town of El Sireat
said an Arab militia firing
heavy machine guns and
rocket-propelled grenades
burned houses and killed
more than 50 people on
Saturday.

Official media reported
a toll of 60.

"We are deeply con-
cerned by the violence,”
Damian Rance of the
United Nations Office for
the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA) told AFP.
"It's affected our ability

to run a humanitarian
operation.”

Italians fed up
with austerity
went to the polls
yesterday in elec-
tions likely to be
won by the centre-left, as Europe held its breath for signs

offreshinstability in the eurozone's third economy.
The elections are Italy's first since billionaire tycoon

Silvio Berlusconi was ousted in 2011 during a wave of
financial market panic and replaced by former top
European commissioner Mario Monti.

The most likely winner is the Democratic Party and its
leader Pier Luigi Bersani, who says he will stick to reforms
but also do more for growth as Italy endures its longest

recession in 20 years.
"l am voting for the Democratic Party. [ don't want us

to end up like Greece," said Alessandro, a 63-year-old

manager, as he cast his ballot in Milan,
But the scandal-tainted Berlusconi, a three-time

prime minister who is also a defendant in two trials for
tax fraud and having sex with an underage prostitute,
could come a close second.

In third place, according to the polls, could be a new
protest party led by comedian turned activist Beppe
Grillo who has channelled growing social discontent and
anger at traditional politicians.

Polling stations close at 2100 GMT on Sunday and
open again for a second day of voting at 0600 GMT today,
closingat 1400 GMT.

Exit polls are expected immediately after the close and
preliminary official results will begin trickling through
later on Monday and perhaps into Tuesday.

Oxtord in uproar over union
motion to boycott Israel

THE GUARDIAN ONLINE

Students at Oxtord University will
this week vote on a controversial
motion to boycott Israel, after a
tumultuous week that has seen
hate mail, accusations of racism.
The Oxftord University
Students' Union (OUSU) meets
on Wednesday to decide finally on a
motion backing the boycott of Israel, its
companies and institutions. The motion,
which would be tabled at the National
Union of Students conference in
Sheffield in April, calls on the student
body to join the boycott, divestment and
sanctions (BDS) movement, in protest at
Israel's treatment of Palestinians and its

hindrance of attempts to create a
Palestinian state.

Both the proposer and the
seconder of the motion have
received threatening emails: The
seconder has withdrawn his
support and the proposer has
requested that her name not be

publicised.
The BDS movement urges a boycott

of Israeli exports, including vegetables,
fruit and Dead Sea beauty products, and
of firms that do business in Israel, such
as Caterpillar, security firm G4S§ and
waste management company Veolia.
Some BDS supporters have also dis-
rupted cultural events involving Israeli
performers.
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Sony Smartphone

Xperia™ TXx

The ultimate HD experience

16M, 4.55" Display, Scratch Registant Glass
MicroSD Slot up to 32GB, 16GB Internal Memory,
1GB RAM, 13.1MP Cameraq, LED Flash
Front/Secondary Camera, Full HD Video
Android OS v4.0.1 Ice Cream Sandwich
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Corporate : 01193094415 > 01720508733 > 01722037989 > 01719446678 > 01711677214 > 01712555002 > 01717000988 > 01718611372,01712555002 > 01815005141 > 01717000988 > 01718611372 > 01720508733 > 01711677214 > 018167478415 01199056404

Sonartori Tower : 9663556, Shimanto Square (Old Rifles Square) : 8624792,
2552376, Stadium-3 : 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870, 01816747841,

Airport Road :

8124986, 01727083909, Farmgate: 9139200, Sony Center Bashundhara City : 9111440, Ext. 106013, Palton Mor :
Lalmatia : 2118328, Mohammadpur : 8112970, Mohakhali : 8837041, Sony Center, Gulshan-1: 883344, Gulshan-2 : 8811576, 2880516, Uttara :

9555519, 9563433, Stadium-1: 9555594, Stadium-2 ;
8911971, Lalbag : 8629567, Luxmibazar: 7167548,

Bashabo : 7252018, Holland Centre : BB50545, Mirpur-1: 2010878, Mirpur-10 : 9005843, Mirpur-6 : 017124635155. Ibrahimpur : 9872098, Shewrapara : 9015324, Dholairpar : 7443236, Jinjira : 7772026, Savar : 7742831, Khilkhet Bazar : 8920404, Narayangonj :
7632704, Norshingdi: 63086, Gazipur : 9256925, Chowrasta Gazipur : 9262381, 01751864508, Shafipur: 01751864509, Konabari: 01915349394, Maowna: 01711187717, Mymensingh: 017129469980, Jamalpur: 01711787154, Kishoregonj: 55540, 0171673632, Sirajgonj:

65044, Comilla : 66567, Laksham: 51184, Maijdee: 63446/, Chittagong Wasa Corner : 611334, Agrabad: 712810, Halishahar : 710995, Feni: 61147, Feni-2 : 01711235174, Cox' Bazar: 51130, Chalk Bazar : 2553774, Khagrachari: 62429, Bandarban: 62164, Rajshahi :

774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, Jessore-2: 62154, 017126564041, Kushtia : 63121, 01710747889, Choumuhoni : 52007, Barishal : 64062, Kalitala, Bogra : 01818305105, Nababbari Bogra: 51444, 60066, 01718942733, Sylhet :
2831791, Moulabhi Bazar : 53707, Faridpur: 66111, Hobigonj: 62289, Doulotpur: 760663, Narail: 62126, 01913-250752, Shatkhira: 62424, Magura: 62597, 01716436680, Chapainababgonj: 01712095267, Natore: 62189, Naogaon: 01715041616,
01717105838.

Pabna: 51813, Brahmanbaria: 52799,

Ramgonj: 01712268370,

Chuadanga:

62131, Rangpur:

0521-62141,

01199380344,

Dinajpur

61087, Faridpur 66111, DS

Elect.

710171,
Ishwardi: 63057,

01911225259, Yunisa-01717050566.

Mobile Store : B'City ; 01712955555, 01717050566, 01819493223, 01911225259, Shimanto Square: 014686305599, Eastern Plaza : 01712726456, Uttara : 01680220026, Mirpur : 0176665999, Savar: 01715484968, Mymensingh : 01717337744, Comilla: 01915204858, Bogra : 01711875186, CTG: 01820223007, Rangpur: 01712094522,



