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SPORT

EUROPA LEAGUE
RESULTS

Chelsea (ENG) 1 (Hazard 90+1) Sparta
Prague 1 (Lafata 17)
Chelsea win 2-1 on aggregate
Liverpool 3 (Suarez 28, 59, Allen 43)
Zenit St. Petersburg 1 (Hulk 19)
3-3 on agqregate; Zenit
win on away goals
Metalist Kharkiv (UKR) 0 Newcastle
(ENG) 1 (Ameobi 64)
Newcastle win 1-0 on aqgregate
Lyon (FRA) 1 (Gonalons 16) Tottenham
(ENG) 1 (Dembele 90)
Tottenham win 3-2 on aggregate
CFR Cluj (ROM) 0 Inter Milan (ITA) 3
(Guarin 22, 45+2, Benassi #8)
Inter win 5-0 on aggregate
Rubin Kazan (RUS) 0 Atletico Madrid
1 (Falcao 84)

Rubin Kazan win 2-1 on aggregate
Dnipro (UKR) 1 (Seleznyov 76-pen) FC
Basel (SUI) 1 (Schar &1-pen)
Basel win 3-1 on aggregate
Genk (BEL) O VFB Stuttgart (GER) 2
(Boka 45, Gentner 58)
Stuttgart win 3-1 on aggregate
Hanaover (GER) 1 (Pinto 70) Anzhi
Makhachkala (RUS) 1 (Traore 90+-9)
Makhachkala won 4-2 on aggregate
Benfica 2 (John 60, Matic 77) Bayer
Leverkusen 1 (Schuerrle 75)
Benfica win 3-1 on aggregate
Olympiakos (GRE) 0 Levante (ESP) 1
(Martins 9)

Levante win 4-0 on aggregate
Viktoria Plzen (CZE) 2 (Kovarik 51,
Tecl 74) Napoli (ITA) 0
Plzen win 5-0 on aggregate
Bordeaux (FRA) 1 (Diabate 41)
Dynamo Kiev (UKR) 0
Bordeaux win 2-1 on agqgreqgate
Fenerbahce (TUR) 1 (Cristian 45+1)
BATE Borisov (BLR) 0
Fenerbahce win 1-0 on aggregate
Lazio (ITA) 2 (Gonzalez 10,
Candreva 33) Borussia
Moenchengladbach (GER) 0
Lazio win 5-3 on aggregate
Steaua Bucharest (ROM) 2
(Latovlevici 38, Chiriches 76) Ajax

Zenit St. Petersburg striker Hulk is about to score the
opening goal during their Europa League encounter

against Liverpool at Anfield on Thursday.

‘ PHOTO: AFP

Liverpool

AFP, Paris

Five-times European Cup
winners Liverpool came
up just short Thursday as
?#  they crashed out of the

FH.}‘\ Europa League on away
EUROPA goals at the hands of
LEAGUE Russian outfit Zenit Saint

Petersburg despite a 3-1

win at Anfield.

Two goals down from the first leg,
Liverpool looked out for the count after
veteran defender Jamie Carragher fluffed
an attempted backpass and Brazilian
Hulk slipped home the opener to make it

3-0on aggregate for the visitors.
But Liverpool roared back with two goals

from Luis Suarez with Joe Allen netting
another in between, but the extra goal

would notcome as Zenitreached thelast 16.

Liverpool manager Brendan Rodgers
was defiant, saying: "We may have lost the
battle tonight, but in terms of the war and
going forward we're very much winning."

Deposed European champions
Chelsea had to settle for a home draw
against Sparta Prague having won the
awayleg 1-0 after Eden Hazard's late effort
cancelled out David Lafata's opener.

Chelsea captain John Terry said: "We're
delighted to go through, it wasn't our best
performance but we're through and that's
all that matters."

Aside from Liverpool's anguish it was a
successful night for the English contin-
gent with a last-gasp goal from Mousa
Dembele booking a last 16 berth for
Tottenham, a superlative strike rescuing a
3-2 aggregate win over French hosts Lyon
aftera1-1draw.

Spurs, who now face Inter Milan, had
won the opening encounter 2-1 but trailed
for much of the match to a 17th-minute

crash out

goal from Maxime Gonalons before
Dembele struck to save the Londoners
from going theway of Liverpool.

Newcastle thanked Shola Ameobi's
third European goal of the season, a pen-
alty, for a 1-0 win at Metalist Kharkiv, the
Ukrainians who held the Magpies to a

goalless stalemate on Tyneside last week.
Newcastle were under the cosh for

much of the match and Dutch keeper Tim
Krul made several top drawer saves,
before Ameobi struck on 64 minutes for a
crucial away goal after keeper Olexandr

Goryainovupended Moussa Sissoko.
The English side will face Russia's Anzhi

Makhachkala for a quarterfinal spot.
Spoiling matters for Tottenham was the

fact that seven people had Wednesday night
sustained minor injuries when visiting fans
were attacked by a group of 50 masked men
who burst into a Lyon bar throwing chairs

and stones, local officials said.
Elsewhere, Russia's Rubin Kazan put

out holders Atletico Madrid 2-1 on aggre-
gate despite Falcao giving the Spaniards

the win by the only goal on the night.
Inter, European Cup winners in 2010,

went through after a 3-0 romp at 10-man
Romanians Cluj, who had Mario Camora
red-carded late on, for a 5-0 aggregate

SUCCESS.
Colombian star Fredy Guarin scored a

brace for Inter with Marco Benassi adding
the third.

Germany's Stuttgart won 2-0 at
Belgium's Genk for a 3-1 aggregate win
with Arthur Boka and Christian Gentner

scoring for the Bundesliga side.
[taly's Lazio defeated German rivals

Borussia Moenchengladbach 2-0 with
Antonio Andreva and Alvaro Gonzalez the
scorers in the first half as the Romans
progressed 5-3 overall.

Schalke gripe
eligibility of
Drogba

AFP, Paris

German side Schalke have
complained to UEFA over
the eligibility of striker
Didier Drogba to play for
Galatasaray in
Wednesday's Champions
League last-16 tie.
Schalke, who came
away from Istanbul with a
1-1 draw in their first leg
clash, believe that the
transfer of the former
Chelsea striker from
Shanghai Shenhua was
completed after the regis-

tration deadline.

"Reports in the media
aroused suspicion that
Drogba's application was
only submitted after the
deadline had expired for
registering players for the
Champions League,"
Schalke's head of finance
Peter Peters told the club
website.

"UEFA specifically point
out before every match
that clubs are responsible
for the eligibility of the
players they field.

“They don't usually
conduct in-depth investi-
gations themselves as they
rely on reports from the
clubs and national associ-
ations. They only get
involved -- as in our case -
- if a club lodges a com-
plaint."

Xavi stays confident

AFP, Madrid

and we couldn't get through in attack

SedS50I1.

Xavi has denied that
Barcelona's 2-0
defeat to AC Milan
on Wednesday night
was their worst per-
formance of the

The Spanish
international was
the only Barca player who even man-
aged a shot on target at the San Siro,
but he remains confident they can
avoid elimination at the last-16 stage
forthefirsttimein five years.

"I don't think this has been our
worst match. We were bad, but it
wasn't the worst," he told reporters.

after the first goal.

FIXTURES

Saturday

Deportivo la Coruna v Real Madrid
Barcelona v Sevilla
Sunday
Rayo Vallecano v Valladolid, Celta Vigo v
Granada, Atletico Madrid v Espanyol
Real Betis v Malaga
Monday

"We couldn't take advantage of the

space on the wings or get something
from a shot from distance. Simply we
didn't dominate the details that in

Europe end up costingyou.

"If you are good or bad you have to
show it every day. Milan were strong

will trytodoit.”

or stop them in defence. They made
it very difficult for us, particularly

"The result is very bad but there
are 90 minutes left. Our generation

Mallorca v Getafe, Real Zaragoza v Valencia,

hasn't had a historic comeback so we

The league leaders' preparation
for this weekend's clash at home to
Sevilla is further complicated by the
fact they have the second-leg of their

Copa del Rey semi-final with Real

Madrid to come on Tuesday.
However, stand-in boss Jordi

Roura will at least be able to call on
David Villa after he missed the trip to
Milan and Eric Abidal returns to the
squad for the first time in a year after

undergoingaliver transplant.
Sevilla midfielder Ivan Rakitic

meanwhile doesn't think the defeat
to Milan will affect Barca's confi-
dence and says that Unai Emery's
men will not be distracted by their
own cup semi-final against Atletico
Madrid to come on Wednesday.

"I always say to go game by game.
We are going to try on Saturday and
then there will be plenty of time to
think about Wednesday," he told the
club's website.

“We are talking about the best
team in the world. No team comes off
a defeat well, but they have too much
quality to say they will become ner-
vous."

Star Sports & Star Cricket
Australia v India
First Test Day 2
Live from 10:00am

TEN Cricket
Pakistan v South Africa
Third Test Day 2
Live from 1:30pm
TEN Sports
WORLD HOCKEY LEAGUE
Bangladesh v Fiji
Live from 4:30pm
ESPN
English Premiership
Fulham v Stoke City
Live from 6:45pm
QPR v Man Utd
Live from 9:00pm
Star Sports
Arsenal v Aston Villa
Live from 9:00pm
Laliga
Zaragoza v Valencia
Live from 11:00pm
Deportivo v Real Madrid
Live from 1:00am (Sunday)

Bangladesh Cricket League Final
BCB North Zone v Walton Central Zone

Time: 1:00pm
Venue; Sher-e-Bangla National

United scent blood

AFP, London

., Manchester United will be
' without Wayne Rooney
L and Phil Jones as they aim

A"¥) to stretch their lead at the
" top of the Premier League
to 15 points with victory at bottom club

Queens Park Rangers on Saturday.
Rooney, who has scored 10 goals in his

last 11 starts, has a sinus problem, while
Jones injured his ankle in Monday's 2-1
win at home to Reading in the FA Cup fifth
round.

With progress in the FA
Cup secured and a healthy
1-1 draw recorded in last
week's trip to Real Madrid
in the Champions League
last 16, United can now re-
focus their attention on the
quest for a 20th English

league crown.
The trip to Loftus Road

is the first of five consecu-
tive games in which United
will face sides currently
residing in the table's bot-
tom half, before a potential
title decider at home to

nearestrivals Manchester City on April 8.
With City facing an awkward game at

home to third-place Chelsea on Sunday, a
United victory at QPR could represent a

decisive blowin the titlerace.
However, having seen his side squan-

der an eight-point lead over City last sea-
son, United manager Alex Ferguson has
warned his players to concentrate on the
taskin hand.

"The only way we can approach it is by
taking care of each game and eventually

we run out of matches," he said.

FIXTURES

Saturday
(1500GMT unless otherwise stated):
Arsenal v Aston Villa, Fulham v
Stoke City (1245GMT), Norwich City
v Everton, Queens Park Rangers v
Manchester United, Reading v

Wigan Athletic, West Bromwich
Albion v Sunderland

Sunday (1330GMT):
Manchester City v Chelsea,
Newcastle United v Southampton
Monday (2000GMT):

West Ham United v Tottenham

"I can understand from Manchester
City's point of view why they are talking
about us dropping points. But the fact of
the matter is they will drop them as well."

City have all but given up hope of
retaining the title, after a run of three
games without victory -- culminating in a
woeful 3-1 defeat at Southampton in their
last league outing -- saw them fall 12

points off the pace.
They now find themselves under pres-

sure from Chelsea, who capitalised on
City's defeat at St Mary's by crushing
Wigan Athletic 4-1 to close
to within four points of
Roberto Mancini's side.

"If we get a positive
result on Sunday, then that
opens it right back up,"
says Chelsea centre-back
Gary Cabhill.

"We're taking it one
game at a time, but we'll be
looking to do that on

Sunday.
"It'll be a tough game

away from home, but if we
do get a positive result then
obviously second place is

within touching distance."
Arsenal have endured a bleak week,

crashing out of the FA Cup to second-tier
Blackburn Rovers and then losing 3-1 to
Bayern Munich in the Champions League,
but they have plenty of incentive to beat

AstonVilla on Saturday:.
Tottenham Hotspur currently enjoy a

four-point lead over Arsenal in the final
Champions League spot, but with Spurs
not in action until Monday, a win for the
Gunners will give them renewed hope of
overhauling their derby rivals.
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