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Muslims didn'’t buy it
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burnt,” Syed Zulfikar

Zahur, the imam of
Tawakul Mosque, said
while delivering the Juma
Sermons.

The people got furious
and many stood up in

protest.
“Calm down”, Zulfikar

shouted. He also criticised
covering of Rajib's coffin
with the national flag and
termed the Shahbagh
activists as junkies.

At one stage, his deputy
started conducting the
prayer.

Anwar Hossain, officer-
in-charge of Dhanmondi

Police Station, said police
stayed there till the end of
the prayers. However, no
further trouble was
created.

A Dhanmondi resident
who regularly goes to the
mosque said the imam had
crossed theline.

As the Shahbagh
movement gained
momentum with tens of
thousands of people
demanding maximum
punishment for war
criminals, Jamaat-Shibir
men started smear
campailgns against
frontline demonstrators.

Days before the brutal

murder of Rajib on
February 5, anti-religion
blog posts were published
in his name. The Shahbagh
protesters dismissed those

as fake.
Yesterday, imam of a

mosque, next to Tamirul
Millat Kamil Madrasa at the
capital's Mirjahirbag,
during the Juma prayers said
those who are silent over
alleged blog posts of Rajib
have no faith in Allah and
theyareindeed atheists.

The remark sparked
protests from devotees.
However, everyone cooled
down soon and the prayer
began.

Blasts kill 83 in Syria
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"We are disappointed that, as

a result of the United States'
position at the United
Nations Security Council,
the terrorist act in Syria was
not condemned," Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov told a joint news
conference after talks with

China's foreign minister.
"We believe this is double

standards and see in it a very
dangerous tendency by our
American colleagues to
depart from the fundamen-
tal principle of uncondi-
tional condemnation of
any terrorist act, a
principle which secures
the unity of the interna-

fightagainst terrorism.”

Another 22 people were
killed in an apparently
coordinated triple bombing
targeting security headquar-
ters in the northern Damas-
cus district of Barzeh on
Thursday, including 19
members of the forces,
said the Observatory.

Attacks have increasingly
targeted government or
security buildings in
Damascus in recent months,
many of them claimed by the
jihadist Al-Nusra Front
which Washington has
designated as a "terrorist”
organisation.

The attacks were
condemned by both the

Assad and the umbrella
opposition National
Coalition, as well as the
United States, Russia and
UN chief Ban Ki-moon.

Therewas no still claim of
responsibility for the
Mazraa blast.

The Syrian foreign
ministry alleged the bombing
was "carried out by armed
terrorist groups linked to al-
Qaeda. The opposition also
denounced the bombers as
"terrorists’.

Elsewhere, 38 people were
kiled Thursday in Daraa,
birthplace of the revolt in
the country's south,
including 18 in an air raid
on a medical centre, said

City

Nationwide violence
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journalists and leaders of

12-likeminded Islamist
parties.

In a statement, BNP
acting secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir expressed deep
concern over some
bloggers' demand to arrest
Amar Desh acting editor
Mahmudur Rahman
within 24 hours.

He also demanded
unconditional release of all
detained leaders and
workers of Jamaat and
Shibir.

Meanwhile, various
political organisations in
different statements called
upon people to build social
resistance against the
Jamaat-Shibir anarchy
launched in the name of
"protectingIslam".

They also demanded
that the government
punish the perpetrators
behind the attacks and ban
the "destructive" politics
of Jamaat.

Talking to reporters
after visiting injured
journalists at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital,
Information Minister
Hasanul Haque Inu
yesterday came down
heavily on the Jamaat-
Shibir mayhem.

"After today's violence, |
believe, it is high time that
Jamaat-Shibir politics was
banned in the country,” he
said in an instantreaction.

Meanwhile, at an
emergency meeting in AL
President Sheikh Hasina's

Dhanmondi yesterday
around 7:00pm, Awami
League-led l4-party
alliance alleged that
Jamaat-Shibir had
unleashed countrywide
simultaneous attacks on
police and journalists with
the direct patronisation of
the main opposition BNP
and its chairperson
Khaleda Zia.

The meeting, chaired by
AL presidium member
Mohammad Nasim,
observed that Jamaat-
Shibir men had used
mosques to launch the
attacks across the country.

The ruling alliance will
stage countrywide
demonstrations today
protesting yesterday's
violence by Jamaat-Shibir.

In another statement,
Workers' Party of Bangla-
desh said the Jamaat-
Shibir activists had carried
out anarchj,f on a Friday,
the day when Muslims go
to mosques to offer the
Juma prayers. It proved
their stance against Islam,
itadded.

Communist party of
Bangladesh, Samajtantrik
Dal, Jaitya Mukti Council,
Progressive Islamic
Alliance, Sommilito
Sangskritik Jote, Krishibid
Institute, Bangladesh, and
Democratic Left Alliance
also blasted the Jamaat-
Shibir aggression.

Prime Ministers' Special
Assistant [media]
Mahbubul Hoque Shakil
also condemned the
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Qamrul yesterday said

there were a few options in
favour of banning the
politics of Jamaat.

A writ petition, filed for
banning Jamaat's politics
with the High Court, might
be heard and disposed of
within a few days and a
directive about banning
the party might come from
the court, he observed.

Besides, the Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal-2
hasdelivered some findings
about the activities of
Jamaat regarding crimes
against humanity commit-
ted during the Liberation
War in 1971, the state
minister added.

If the prosecution filed
an application with the
tribunal to take action
against Jamaat, a directive
might come from the
tribunal as well, he said,
adding that the govern-
ment was waiting for the
directives.

In reply to a question,
Qamrul said the govern-
ment was probing the
allegations against a
number of media of
spreading misleading
news about Islam and
Prophet Hazrat Muham-
mad (pbuh). The people of
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Jamaat ban now matter

the country would see the
result within a few days, he
added.

He said the government
definitely would arrest the
killers of Ahmed Rajib
Haider, a blogger and
activist of Shahbagh
movement, who was
hacked to death on
February 15, and bring
them to book.

Acting president of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee
Shahriar Kabir told the
function the politics of
Jamaat could be banned
under the provisions of
both the Constitution and
the Special Powers Act,
since it is an "unconstitu-
tional, a terrorist, militant
and war criminal”

organisation.
In the face of movement

led by Shaheed Janani
Jahanara Imam in 1992,
both the then ruling BNP
and opposition Awami
League had that Jamaat's
politics should be banned
by amending the Constitu-
tion, but they did not do

that, he said.
Shahriar said a few

Jamaat-backed media
were spreading falsehood
about Rajib, Prof Muntasir

Mamun and him
[Shahriar] on different
1ssues, but the government
was not taking any action
againstthem.

He added they would file
a writ petition with the
High Court on behalfofthe
country's citizens for
banning the politics of
Jamaat.

Supreme Court Bar
Association President
Zainul Abedin said the
home minister has allowed
Jamaat to hold rallies at
Motijheel in Dhaka for
what he said the govern-
ment had political support
for the party.

Terming the BNP a party
of freedom fighters, Zainul
also claimed the main
opposition has not actively
taken part in any hartal

enforced by Jamaat.
Chief Executive of

Bangladesh Human Rights
Foundation Alena Khan
said there were many war
criminals inside the
government who had to be
put on trial aswell.

Both the ruling Awami
League and the main
opposition BNP had
accepted Jamaat when
they had felt it convenient,
she added.
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