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PLEASURE I5 ALL MINE

AL ANA Abhadul

Hamikd Khamn

Bhasani had
called Hotel Shahbagh
“Saddad's paradize.” then
under constructlon durling
posi-partition Muslim
League rele in these parts [n
the early 'S0 The hotel is
long gone, and witk 1 s
elitiar owvertome. We have a Shabbagh, turned into a
mudssfve venue, for a resounding expression of long-
felt public entotbons centering around Liberation
War, war crlmees trial, irs proceedings and verdicts.

Shahbagh square has transformed into a mag-
nethe feld for an unprecedented popular move-
mvent for justhee I is now a place reborn from the
aristocratic to belng the cormmoner’s rendezvous.

Actualby, a mbracle has happened throwgh a prov-
identlal Intervention. It ks a God-sent. What with
potitcal bankruptey, Intransigent standoffs, auto-
cratic misrule in the garh of elective democracy,
high living and buskness costs amd a Fatalist love for
brinkmanship, the sllent majority have been look-
ing for a thind force 1o emerge. Shahbagh's young
men and women stay connected with peaple of all
ages and feom different backgrounds radiating a
msoral force, They have launched a nesw platform,
am apolitical third force, 20 to speak. Mot quite the
pne that some very senkor politiclans were trying o
forge as an alternative to two-pary centred pover-
riance by tuen. But [t has come absout anyway --
what's in a mane!

Let' s ke 1o mnstakoe abwoaut thee facn that so long as
people’s power s samtalied throngh transpaency, mea-
tralivy and sedfless dedbeation o a high mosal value, §wdll
continue ioowkeld is infeence on the power that e

Our beaders have been vociferously claiming that

Sean Hosary Imam

This is the third force

they are dodng what the people want. The peaple
instantly ask: * How do yvou knoww what the people
wiant when you dump them afier each general
election?” Mow Shahbagh i revealing whar the
peaple really want.

In ks sl oo early o predict how long the move-
mvent will comtinuee; vet what is crystal clear i3 the
struciure and experlence of the movement remain
a part of valuable knowledge-based communica-
ton paradigm capable of galvanksing people at
short notee, Integrity amd a sense of purpose will
b drs nner srrength, A constant vigll is belng kep
by the arganlsess to preempt any inrusion of poll-
ties into the arena.

Shahbagh's young men and women
stay connected with people of all
ages and from different back-
grounds radiating a moral force,
They have launched a new platform,
an apolitical third force, so to speak.

Fhe BNP has taken a bad hit, the AL forced inne
soul-searching and the Jamaat-Shibir combine's
battle For survival is baying for more blood. The lefi
has a sophisticated politeal appeal among the
vouths, 50 a surmise goes.

The BN i In & crisis of & magnitude ic bhas mot
confronted hefore. Mot quite an exlstentlal chal-
fenge, given s ideologlcal base In the peaple, bur i
willl take soime doing for the party o come on the
ather skde. Currently, of couwrse, bis popullst ucban
foathold is somewhar boosening wp -- thanks to its
support for Jarnaat-Shibie's aggresslve programmes
and posturings. The sendor ally BMNE i4 sald 1o be

now distancing lrself froam s junbor panmner.

Wich irs back vo the wall, Jamaat-Shibic may be
up o et more rabld Ked of extremist vandalism
bneluding surpriee sivikes on the law enforeament
peaple and valn attempts at landing on a square of
b5 own. With the people standing as bulwark such
machinatkons will be froeen om the rack.

BN P's fallure to caplialise on AL'S Eablings had
alveady dampened s anmunbdon. And, just whean b
wins trving bo dry the amno by the hear of Mirea
Fakhrul Blam's release on ball in 26 cases, Shahbagh's
protestarbons have put thermn on the back foot.

For the AL, an apparent beneflelary of the mowve-
ment, the task is far from sasy Already, the youth
has wtlized its influence In bringing about a change
in the [nfernatlonal War Crimes Tribunal Act. The
other flve points of the sh-point charter of demand
that they have submited to the government and
peceivad an endorsenment of will test the govern-
ment's abilities. [t will be well worth watching hos
fntrepld the government's handling of the raft of
demards will be.

Oinone partiewlar demand, namely eliminacion
of religlen-based partes From the national palicy,
AL Assistant Secretary General Mahbubul Alam
Hanif had hinted at the necesslty for associating
BMP with such an Indgiative. This polnter to bipar-
tlsanship i3 welcome because of its potential for
setting a process of dialogue afoot. Perforce the
major political partes will ave o evolve a work-
ing formuula for coexistence and effective func-
tloning from their respective positons. The pres-
ent sttuation calls for [t as never before.

Lear the Shahbagh organlsers go by both head and
hueart.
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Egypt: Revolution or chaos?

&

EoAMAL GrABALLA

HE aggressive attack of Egypt's police an one

of the peaceful protesters and soiplng him

naked and deagging him in frono of the presl-
dential palace that was alved all over the interna-
tlonal media on February 1, 2003 summarises the
deteriorating state that the January 25 revolution
has reached. Angry protesters commemorated the
2001 1 wprising lase week with not much hope for
berter conditions, whether In terms of security or
palitical, economic or even soclal stabilioy

O Frlday, Feliruary 1, 2003 cold winter winds
and heavy rain could not stop the peaceful protest-
ers from gathering to march across the country
after Friday prayer under the motio " The Friday of
Salvation.”

My wife and | participated in one of the peacaful
marches from Rabaa Al-Adaweya Mosqgue in Nasr
Cley in Northern Caleo and we walked for aboui
four kiloneeters towards the presidential palace
along with thousand athers. They were chanting
angry slogans agalnst the Muslim Brotherthood and
its supreme gulde and against President Maobhamed
hursl.

Many of the chants of the peaceful protesters
were the same ones repeated durlng the January 25
revolt thar toppled Hosnl Mubarak. Before he left,
Mubarak handed over power to the supreme coun-
cil of armed the forces that managed the country
untll the election of Mursi e June 30, 2002 with just
over S0% of the vote.

In the march to the palace the victim, who was
subjected o humiliaton hours later, may have been
wilking close to my wife and 1. Hamada Saber, 48,
wis alan with his wife and theee children, coming
from one of the less forfunate areas of Calro. chant-
ing. "Bread, freedom, secial justice and human
dignir.”

The secret of my extreme sympathy for this case
and insistence o vell the story of Hamada Saber
does mof just stop at it heing a perfect symbaol of the
worsening situation in Egype. [t is also because the
barbarle attack on him, from being siripped and
dragpged by police officers at the deorsteps of the
federal palace, could have happened to any of the
other peaceful protesters including my wife or me.

The striklng aspect was how the victim changed
his testimeny under grave pressure by the pollee
and actually elaimead while e was at the police
hospltal that peotesters were the ones who artacked
him.

In the preliminary investigations with the vietlm,
he sald that the protesters attacked him? After peo-
ple saw hlm on television belng beaten, dragged
and steipped, he clalmed it was In fact a delusion
and not accurate at all. He also clalmed that the
palice trled to save him from the attacks of the
protesters, which puts us lna very awkward posi-
tlon.

This sliwarion reminded me of something 1
learned in journallam school albyout 40 vears ago,
“When a dog blres a man that is not news, but when
A man hites a dog that b8 news." We could not
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It turned out Mubarak was not just deceiving us and that the threat is real; violent
confrontations and chaos in Egypt's streets have become common. Even worse,
Egypt is in fact living the alternative scenario of Islamism that Mubarak once threat-

ened the people of.

helieve that the peaceful protesters were the ones
who attacked Hamada Saber while the police tried
to save him!

While | was wrltlng this artlcle for a Bangladeshi
newspaper, a Japanese friend, Mr. Masayuki Shioea,
Mraceor of Shi-Shaman co, ltd for Business & Tour
operations came to me complaining,

Shiota san's complaing was that he opened up an
office to attract tourists in Osaka and Kansal to visht
Egvpr upon the election of the country's flest demo-
cratleally-elected president Mohamed Mursi. This
deal included reactlvating a divect flight line
berween Egypr and Osaka -- which was suspended
for the past two years.

All international and domestle indications ar the
time suggested that Egypt was wimesslng a large
boost n terms of security and paollitical, economic
and soctal stability when the president assumed
poawer from the army. Especially because Mursl
promised Egyptian voters that he would adopt a
areat *Henalssance” project which will lead to eco-
nemie productivity and thus arteact more tourlsis
from arownd the world o revive the alling economy,
I addirion o forelgn Investmenis,

What Mr. Shiota witnessed durlng his last visko to
Calvo was very disappointing violence and sorip-
plng and dragging of a person In an inhumane man-
ner in feont of the presidental palace. He Insisted
that his host made him stay at a different hotel than
the one he was used o staving at because [ was
zafer

How can Me. Shiota's Investment praject succesd
an which he spent milllons of ven on and was very
hopeful ahaut -- when he can see for himself the
terrible state Egyvpt 1= in.

When he asked me abour my expectations, 1 was
not optimistic; my answer was indeed shocking, In
light of what 've witnessed for the past twoe years.
From violence, Instability and a messy management
of the transitlon perlod under the military council;
then finally being handed over 1o the Muslim
Brotherhood and the [slamlst group's Insistence 1o
dominate institutbons and not share power. Lack of
respect for the law and allowing politlcal room for
thuggery and vialence, lke what happened In fromt
of the constliutional court and the media clry;
terrorlsing the judiciary: wiitlng a of constiiution
by an lslamist-dominated assemblv without con-
sensus; and Forging the will of voters by passing the
disfigured constitutlon through a refersndum,

Before the January 25 revolutlon of 2011,
Mubarak wsed 1o intlmidare the people, claiming
that the only alternative 1o his rule was chaos,

It sesemed ke the revolution successfully ousted
autocrat Mubarak in a shon time ... b not more
than LB days, With the least effort possible, and the
least casualties, amid national unity and coopera-
thon berween the army and people under the slogan
*The army and people are one hand," some analysis
dismissed Mubarak's chaos theary.

But at the same time, there were warnings from
ather analyats who helleved that remaving

Mubarak alone does not necessarlly mean that
the reghime has fallen, Inaisting that the revalu-
thoty 12 ongoing and s not vet complete. There
were other analyses at the same time divected art
the reghime remnants {Mubarak aldes] and the
deap state that Mubarak bullt over three decades
and how difficult it would be to rid the country of
it as fast as their leader (Mubarak] was toppled.
But no ane, from Egypt's protesters or analysis,
thought thar Egypt would reach this division and
palarisatlon between revolution pariners who
participated side by side in the 1E-dav revalt,
from lslamist, lberals, socialiats, erc. No one
predicted that this state of non-trust and vio-
lence that has swept the country woeuld come and
bring Mubarak's "chaos” scenario 1o life.

It bs unforounare o say that Iif the celsis In Egype
continues as It is between the Muslim Brotherhooed
and their allies on one side and the appositlon,
including natlonal, liberal and soclalist forces on
the other slde, it ls ceriain that Egvpt will walk
directly Inta chaos and the dream for revelution
willl perish forever.

Ty e more cautlous about where Egypt is head-
img | will cle what an online Amerlcan newspaper
had reported about Hesnl Mubarak's predicton for
chaos. They sald he had already plotted it The news
paper added that the prediction of Mubarak for
chaos was not a careful political analysts but more
of a pledge; Mubarak is the maln author behind the
pellcies that post-revolution Egypt inherited and |5
suffering as a result of.

The newspaper added that durlng the past three
decades that Mubarak ruled Egvpt. politieal instiou-
tHons diminlshed instead of growing. Mubarak and
Anwar Sadat before him, refused to let real political
parties fowrksh and the clvil soclery and non-
governmental organisatlons were all crippled -- 1o
leave room only for the Muslim Brotherhood and
the army to flowrish -- because slamism of course
wias an imporant ool used by the Mubarcak regime
to threaten the people Into submission.

It rurmed out Mubarak was not just decelving us
and that the theeat i3 real; violent confrontations
and chaos In Egypt's streets have become commaon,
Even worse, Egvpt is In fact Uving the alternarive
scenario of lslamism that Mubarak once threatened
the people of.

The newspaper also says that the decisive factor
in the past two vears §s that people have hecorme
less tolerant of revolutionary chaos. Many of those
who once vored for the Muslim Brotherhood are
perhaps ready to accept a "peace” loader, mayhe
with an army background -- maybe one whao
removes hils army uniform and Ensvead puts on a
clvil sukt and neckiie.

After telling the story of the siripped, beaten and
dragged Hamada Saleer n front of the presldential
palace in Egypr and after the story of the suffering
lapanese Investor, the American newspaper sees that
asatanle or angelle scenarlo awalts Egypt kn the
upcoming period; elther real revolutlon or chaos,
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