*xINTERNATIONAL

| b ® f
'Iran restarts uranium conversion'

AP, Vienna

Diplomats say Iran has started changing some
nuclear material that could be used for weapons
into another form but in amounts too small to

reduce concerns aboutits atomic program.
They say it is changing small amounts of 20-

percent uranium into reactor fuel. That 20 per-
cent material is only a technical step away trom
weapons-grade uranium.

US uses Pak route for Afghan pullout

I'LP. Istamabaed

The US has started using the land route through
Pakistan to pull American military equipment out
of Afghanistan as it draws down its troops in the

country, US and Pakistani officials said yesterday.
The US moved 50 shipping containers into

Pakistan over the weekend, said Marcus Spade, a
spokesman for US forces in Afghanistan. The
containers were the first convoys to cross into

Suu Kyi's party to hold 1st congress

AFP, Yangon

Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for
Democracy (NLD) yesterday said it would hold its
first ever national congress on March 8-10,
reflecting the dramatic political changes sweep-
ing Myanmar.

"It will be the NLD's first nationwide confer-
ence held in democratic conditions since the
party was founded (in 1988)," NLD lawmaker and

16 killed in Russian coal mine blast

AFP, Moscow

At least 16 miners were killed yesterday when a
methane explosion tore through a coal mine in
the remote Russian Far North within the Arctic
Circle, in the latest disaster to hit the country's
mining industry.

Two miners were still missing aftter the explo-
sion at the Vorkutinskaya mine controlled by
Russian steel-making giant Severstal in the Komi
region town ot Vorkuta, the emergencies ministry

Liberia plane crash kills 10

AFP, Monrovia

A plane carrying a military delegation from
Guinea crashed yesterday in Liberia, killing the
army chief of staff and at least nine other people,
sald officials and a source close to the Guinean
presidency.

"There were 10 people on board this flight and
none of them survived,” said Liberian
Information Minister Lewis Brown after the crash
in the town of Charlesville, about eight kilometres
from Liberia's only international airport.

No response to talks offer

Says Syria opposition head; Rebels seize largest dam

AFP,Cairo

contact until

The head of Syria's opposition coali-
tion, Ahmed Moaz al-Khatib, said
yesterday he had received "no clear
from the regime of
President Bashar al-Assad over his

response’

offer otfdialogue.

Khatib said in late January he was
prepared to hold direct talks with
regime representatives who did not
have "blood on their hands,” and so
long as the discussions addressed

replacing Assad.

"The issue is now in the regime'’s
camp. It has given no clear response
yet that it accepts that (Assad) will
leave. There has been no official

conditions.

now,"
reporters in Cairo after talks with

Arab League chief Nabil al-Arabi.
"lam sending alast message to the

regime, so that it tries to understand
the suffering of the Syrian people,
because the revolution will continue

and will never stop,” he added.
"We call on the regime... to leave in

order to avoid more bloodshed and
destruction. We don't want war, but
we have nothing against continuing
until we die so that Syria can be free

ofthisregime,” he said.
The Assad regime had said it was

open to talks but with no pre-

Khatib told UN-Arab League peace envoy
Lakhdar Brahimi met Syrian opposi-
tion leader Ahmed Moaz al-Khatib
Sunday in the Egyptian capital Cairo
on Sunday and urged him to keep
seeking dialogue with the Damascus

government, the UN said.
Brahimi repeated his backing for

Khatib's push for talks and "encour-
aged the Coalition to continue in this

direction,” said a UN statement.
Meanwhile, rebels yesterday

seized control of the largest dam in
Syria, a vital barrier along the
Euphrates River in the northern
province of Raqga, the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said.
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Obama to propose
nuke arms cuts

AFP, Washington » W —

US President Barack Obama STATE .'f"
will use his State of the Union =~ OF THEY, =
address today to call for dra- UN ION“‘
matic cuts in nuclear arsenals o <

around theworld, The NewYork Times reported late Sunday.
Quoting unnamed administration officials, the news-

paper said that in recent months Obama had secured
agreement with the US military that its nuclear force

can be cut by roughly a third.
In his speech Obama is unlikely to discuss specific num-

bers butWhite House officials are looking at a cut that would

take the arsenal of deployed weapons to justabove 1,000.
The Unites States has about 1,700 nuclear weapons,

and the new strategic arms reduction treaty with Russia
that passed the Senate at the end of 2009 calls for alimit of
roughly 1,550 by 2018.

PM worries

FROM PAGE 1
knows whether there is an

evil design in anyone's mind,
a cabinet minister told The
Daily Star quoting the prime
ministerassaying.

She was talking to senior
cabinet ministers after the
weekly cabinet meeting at

Bangladesh Secretariat.
Mentioning that the

cabinet has approved
proposals to amend the
International Crimes (Tri-
bunals) Act giving equal
opportunity to the prose-
cution and defence for
filing appeals against any
inadequate sentence in
war crimes cases, Hasina
said the demonstrators
should now think of limit-
ing the protest within a
certain time frame.

The prime minister also
expressed worries over the
sufferings of patients and
their family members due
to the protests at Shahbagh.

Two major hospitals --
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University and
BIRDEM Hospital -- are in
the area and the patients
have been ftacing difficulties
to go there, she mentioned.

It would be good, she
said, if the demonstrators
consider the matter on
humanitarian grounds.

Agriculture Minister
Matia Chowdhury said,
“The movement is an out-
come of the glorious spirit
of the Liberation War. Our
commitment is so strong
that there is no need to
make a strategy to try the
war criminals.”
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Basma Khalfaoui
Belaid following
the assassination
of her husbhand
Chokri Belaid in
front of the
National
Constituent
Assembly in Tunis
yesterday. Prime
Minister Hamadi
Jebali's gamble on
forming a new
government in
defiance of his
own Islamist party
after the assassi-
nation of opposi-
tion head Chokri
Belaid left Tunisia
in political limbo.

PHOTO: AFP

India Kumbh Mela
stampede kills 36

AFP, Allahabad

A terrifying stampede at a railway station left at least 36
people dead after the main day of India’'s Kumbh Mela
religious festival, which drew record crowds of 30 million,
officials said yesterday.

The chief organiser of India's massive Kumbh Mela
festival quit after the stampede incident as the emergency

services came under tire for their handling of the tragedy.
Survivors of the stampede blamed the tragedy on

baton-charging police and the slow response of medics.
Dozens more were injured in the crush on Sunday
evening at Allahabad, marking a tragic end to the most
auspicious day of the 55-day Hindu festival in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh, the world's largest gathering of

humanity.
After the stampede, Indian Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh issued a statement saying he was
"deeply shocked” while the Chief Minister of Uttar

Pradesh Akhilesh Yadav ordered an inquiry.
Local ofticials said the railings on a bridge at the sta-

tion had given way under the pressure of the mass of
people, while witnesses said that police had baton-
charged the crowd, triggering panic.

INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES' ACCOUNTABILITY

Indian SC notice to govt

PT1, New Delhi

and financial auditing of RAW, 1B

The Supreme Court yesterday
issued notice to the Centre on a
PIL seeking to make intelligence
agencies Intelligence Bureau (IB),
Research & Analysis Wing (RAW)
and National Technical Research
Organisation (NTRO) account-

able to Parliament.

A bench headed by Chief Justice Altamas
Kabir sought response from the Centre and
the three intelligence wings for bringing the
agencies under the oversight of Parliament

and CAG.

The bench also asked Attorney General G
EVahanvati to assist itin deciding the PIL filed
by an NGO, Centre for Public Interest

Litigation.

The NGO's petition has sought directions
from the court for Parliamentary oversight

and NTRO by CAG like in western
countries.

The NGO has submitted in its
plea that the agencies are being
misused for political purposes
and there is an urgent need to
make these organisations
accountable to Parliament.

On February 1, senior advo-
cate Anil Divan and advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for the NGO, submitted
that India is the only democracy in the world
whose intelligence agencies have no legiti-
macy in the eyes of the law and are not

accountable to the people or Parliament.
The bench had said it is a policy matter to

be decided by the Centre but had agreed to
hear the plea after the petitioner contended
that earlier also the court had passed direc-
tion on policy matters.
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MALI INSURGENCY
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in the HEART OF BARIDHARA DIPLOMATIC ZONE

Officials of Embassy / Diplomatic / foreign /
multinational companies are welcomed for residential use

« 8 floors(out of total 9)for rente 3000 sqgf / single unit / floor
e 4 bed 4 toilet, living, dining, kitchen, dry kitchen, maid room with toilet
e European standard fittingse2 lifts & 1 stair; 15 car parking

_- q;--,g.ull Loaded Generator Backup eFire Fighting S}fstenl

Contact: +88 01917002100, +88 02 9862186

Deputy Registrar: 1 position France bm}lbs
Academic Qualification: Excellent academic credentials; Masters degree preferably ISlﬂmlSt hldE(}llt
in Business Administration / English. AFP, Gao

Job Experience: 12 years of experience in university administration. Candidates
should have the knowledge of maintaining student records, transcripts, organize
and registration; scheduling meetings in consultation with Registrar, ensure
compliance with academic rules, policies and statutes. Working experience in
foreign universities, especially in USA, Canada, UK or equivalent will receive
preference. Knowledge of Private University Act will be considered added
qgualification. High level computer literacy is essential. Exceptionally qualified or
highly experienced in the field of administration may also be considered for the
post.

France bombed Islamist
targets in northern Mali
yvesterday following a
string of guerrilla attacks
by the extremists a month
after Paris launched an
offensive to drive them

from its former colony.
In a pre-dawn attack,

witnesses said a French
army helicopter destroyed
a central police station in
the northern city of Gao
from where rebels from
the Movement for
Oneness and Jihad in West
Africa (MUJAQO) had
opened fire from the sta-
tion on Malian troops
Sunday, sparking an
hours-long street battle. -

Age limit: Not above 45 years.

Diploma Nurse (Male & Female): 2 positions

Academic Qualification: Must have Diploma in Nursing from any recognized
institution. Must have registration from Bangladesh Nursing Council.

Job Experience: Minimum 3 years work experience in any reputed hospital or
clinic.

Age limit: Not above 30 years.

Monthly Salary (for both Positions): )
Attractive salary package & benefits will be offered to the deserving candidates.

¢ most difficult .ﬁfcisiﬂns of our life
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An AFP reporter at the " Buying @ _ > NTOCES
Other Benefits (for both Positions): scene said the building Thanks to bti the entire P EQruque Anmed
Provident Fund, Gratuity, Festival Bonuses, Group Insurance, in house free was destroved and body i The Jewe!
Medical Consultation etc parts were lying in the Apt NO: B\i
debris. gashundnard. &l

Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview. One witness said an

Islamist fighter inside the
building had blown him-
self up.

Along with back-to-
back suicide bombings
Friday and Saturday, also
claimed by MUJAQ, the
latest fighting underlined
the threat of a deepening
insurgency one month
after France began its
offensive.

The position sought must be clearly stated on the envelope. Please apply giving
detailed CV with a passport size photograph and copies of all academic & job
experience certificates by 28 February 2013 to:

The Director (Administration)

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

Block # B, Bashundhara, Baridhara, Dhaka — 1229
Tel. 8852000 Ext. 1201 / 1212
or by e-mail to: nsuhr@northsouth.edu

Dhaka
01755637232, 01755637231, 01755637233
01711436915, 01711435859, 01711436916
9862535, 8831127

e-mail: info@btibd.org g:*};_" Eﬁn_j
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