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PM blasts
Khaleda

Says the BNP chief
asked foreign
powers to 'punish
Bangladesh'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday blasted
in parliament Leader of
the Opposition Khaleda
Zia for her article pub-
lished in the Washington
Times recently, saying she
(Khaleda) urged the USA
to interfere in
Bangladesh's internal
affairs to save the coun-

try's democracy.
Hasina, also leader of

the House, said, "“After
going through the article,

it seems to me that she
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

JAMAAT'S HARTAL

in clashes

STAR REPORT

At least eight policemen, including an assistant superin-
tendent of police, were injured in clashes with Jamaat-
Shibir activists during the second day of dawn-to-dusk

countrywide hartal enforced by Jamaat yesterday.
Over 50 people were injured in clashes between the

law enforcers and the activists at various places including
Narayanganj, Khulna, Sirajganj, Satkhira and Dh aka

districts.

Jamaat enforced the hartal demanding cancellation of
the International Crimes Tribunal and release of its top

leaders detained on war crimes charges.

Over 45 vehicles were vandalised and ten others
torched by Jamaat-Shibir men during the hartal hours

across the country.

At Siddhirganj in Narayanganj yesterday, Jamaat-

Shibir cadres equipped with iron rods and sharp
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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Jamaat activists vandalise the car of Khulna superintendent of police on the city's Hupsa Bridge hypass road
during the party's hartal yesterday.
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Bomang Raja
passes away

STAR REPORT

Raja Kasine Prue
Chowdhury, chief of
Bomang Circle, passed
away at his royal palace
after suffering a cardiac
arrest early yesterday. He
was 860,

He left behind his wife,
two sons, five daughters, a
host of relatives and well-

wishers to mourn his
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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| ONLINE POLL
| Do you think it is possible to build

the Padma bridge with domestic
|  funds in three years with the
present design intact?

® Yes mmmm (48%)

o [o EE— (52%)
TOTALVOTES: 1042

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think arson, vandalism and

bomb blast by Jamaat-Shibir men
for their demand for release of war
crime convicts is justified?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
\ facebook.com/dailystarmnews
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PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

February 7

At 415 430
Maghrib 5-52 5-56
Esha  7-15 7-45

QUADER MOLLAH'S CONVICTION

Verdict surprises
some top jurists

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Some eminent jurists have expressed sur-
prise at the recent verdict against Jamaat-e
Islami leader Abdul Quader Mollah in the
crimes against humanity case.

The International Crimes Tribunal-2
on Tuesday awarded Mollah life in prison
in the case filed for the crimes against
humanity he had committed during the
LiberationWarin 1971.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday, a
number of jurists said the judges of the
ICT-2 could have given capital punish-
ment in this case, as five charges out of six
brought against the convict were proved.

The legal experts, however, were
divided over an appeal by the government
against this verdict.

Advocate Shahdeen Malik said the
International Crimes Tribunal-2 gave life
term imprisonment to Mollah based on its
best consideration, although the people

had expected a death sentence.
A judgement is delivered on the basis of

law, evidence and fact but can never be a
competitor for popularity such as songs or
films and cannot be supposed to reflect

public expectations, he observed.
Malik also said awarding a sentence to

any accused depends on the discretion of
the judges, as there are no specific rules in
the country's judicial system to this effect.

Criminal law expert Anisul Hugq said it
should be examined whether the prose-

cution had any faultin placing the charges
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4

Bionic eye
brings hope
to the blind

AFP, Washington

After years of
research, the first
bionic eye has seen
the light of day in
the United States,
giving hope to the
blind around the
world.

The Argus 11
Retinal Prosthesis
System has helped
more than sixty
people recover

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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Khulna Royal
Bengals players do
some stretching
exercises at the
Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium
in Mirpur yester-
day. The bottom-
of-the-table side
will take on
Chittagong Kings
in today's first BPL
T20 match.
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Spelling Bee goes
to Pabna, Jessore

Champs21.
-
8
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toueghing lives

The Daily Star Spelling Bee yes-
terday continued its activation
rounds in Pabna and Jessore.
The Pabna Cadet College and
Jessore Zilla School fields played
host to the event organised by

In Pabna, the competition was intense. As a result, five
spellers qualified for the divisional round instead of
three. The qualifiers are Subroto Paul of class 10; Azmeer
Rahman Sorder, Ishtiak Ahmed Herok and Abu Rafi Md

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

JAN 19 GUNFIGHT

BAU suspends 13
BCL activists

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Bangladesh Agricultural University (BAU) yesterday
suspended 13 leaders and activists of the now defunct
BAU unit of Bangladesh Chhatra League for one semester
for their involvement in a gunfight on January 19 that left

a boykilled.
The expelled leaders included Shamsuddin Al Azad
and Rafiquzzaman Emon, president and general secre-

tary of the BCL unit, said BAU Proctor Prof Shahidur
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4

Jinnah impolite
Said Sher-e-Bangla

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

Mohammad Ali Jinnah
visited East Pakistan from
March 19 to March 28,
1948, The visit was a
disaster, seeing that

instead of reassuring the
SEE PAGE 12 COL 4
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