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Hasina asks army
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Laying emphasis on main-
taining chain of command,
Hasina said senior army
officials would have to
present themselves to their
subordinates as examples
of morality, honesty and

dutifulness.
She urged them to

remain vigil so that junior
officers are not victimised by
the propaganda of the
vested quarters who want to
create confusion among the
members of the armed
forces by spreading baseless

information and rumours.
The premier said

Bangladesh Army has
earned international repu-
tation and unwavering
trust of people through
their professionalism.

The present government
believes in the develop-
ment, extension and mod-
ernisation of Bangladesh

Army and has taken various
steps in this regard, Hasina,
also in charge of the defence

ministry, told heraudience.
She mentioned that the

activities of the draft of
National Defence Policy
and settling the Army
Forces Goal-2030 are
under process to maintain
the continuity of develop-

ment in Bangladesh Army.
In this context, Hasina

mentioned the recently
signed agreements with
Russia on purchasing
military equipment worth
$1 billion, saying these
would play a vital role in
increasing the capability of
the armed forces.

She also said reforms
and restructuring at differ-
ent stages of the army
would continue in the
future. “These initiatives
will boost the combat
power and the mobility of

the Bangladesh Army.”
Mentioning the contri-

bution of members of the
armed forces in the UN
peacekeeping missions, the
premier said they are bright-
ening the country'simage at
international level by per-
forming their duties with
sincerity and efficiency.

Members of the armed
forces are always taking
part in facing disasters,
constructing infrastruc-
tures, serving mankind,
assisting the civil adminis-
tration and various nation-
building and pro-people
activities, Hasina added.

Defence Adviser Maj
Gen (retd) Tarigue Ahmed
Siddique, Chief of Army
Staff General Igbal Karim
Bhuiyan, PM's Principal
Secretary Shaikh Md
Wahid Uz Zaman, among
others, were present on the
occasion.

Bangalees in protest mode
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in taking action. They

called a strike at the uni-
versity and at all educa-
tional institutions in East
Bengal on February 26,
1948. Additionally, the
Dhaka-based media, espe-
cially the daily Azad, came
down heavily on Khawaja
Nazimuddin over his con-
troversial comments in the
constituent assembly. The

newspaper described
Nazimuddin's views as a

blunder.
The province, as a result

of the rejection of Dutta's
motion in the assembly,
clearly went into protest
mode. And it was becom-
ing increasingly obvious
that agitation was going to
be the next siep in the
Bangalee's rejection of all
attempts to foist Urdu on
the country as the lan-

guage of the state.
A number of political

parties and groups lost little
time in putting together a
State Language Action
Committee as a means of
resisting the imposition of
Urdu on the country and
particularly on its majority
province. A meeting of the
committee at Dhaka

general strike in support of
Bangla as the state lan-
guage would be observed
all over East Bengal on
March 11, 1948.

On March 11, as the
strike got underway, the
police went into harsh
action against a number of
youth and student leaders
seen as having been instru-
mental in organising the
agitation. Among those
taken into custody were Oli
Ahad, Abdul Wadud
Bhuiyan, Shamsul Hagq,
Shawkat Ali, Kazi Golam
Mahbub and Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. The
arresis, however, had little
effect on the general strike,
which was spontaneously
observed throughout the

province.
It is revealing that the

strike, called barely seven
months after the establish-
ment of Pakistan, was seen
as the earliest manifesta-
tion of arevival of the essen-
tial secularist nature of the
people of East Bengal. It
certainly took the political
classes based in West

Pakistan by surprise.
The feeling, though,

among them was that it was
a deep-rooted conspiracy

East Bengal, men who were
fomenting rebellion among
Bangalees with the ulterior
motive of undoing the new
state of Pakistan. The writ-
ing on the wall clearly was
not being read by the
authorities in Karachi, the

national capital.
A day after the general

strike, on March 12, Sher-
e-Bangla AK Fazlul Hug
issued a statement con-

demning the police action
on the students of Dhaka

University.

Pak Taliban
condemn Mali
intervention

AFP, Peshawar

The Pakistani Taliban urged
the Muslim world to unite
in a video message released
yesterday as they con-
demned the French mili-
tary intervention in Mali as
an "ideological war".
French President
Francois Hollande visited
Mali on Saturday and
vowed his troops would
stay as long as necessary to
continue the fight against
Islamist rebels who had
taken control of the coun-
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Govt unveils plan
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in the bridge project”.

The official, however,
said the government had
an intention to remove any
bad impression, if there is
any, from the donors' mind
over the Padma bridge
corruption allegations.

The bridge project was
not discussed at the meet-
ing. The ERD secretary at the
beginningtold therepresen-
tatives of the development
partners that the finance
minister will brief them on
the bridge project later, said
the ERD official.

The development part-
ners urged the government
to implement the NIS
properly, and said they
were ready to provide the
government any assis-
tance forimplementing it.

Musharraf told The
Daily Star that the sched-
ule of presentation had
been fixed earlier and it
had nothing to do with the
government's withdrawal
ofrequest for WB funds.

He said the presentation
was not aimed at giving the
donors any positive iImpres-
sion following the graft alle-
gationsin the bridge project.

The cabinet secretary
said the development
partners have highly
praised the NIS paper and

showed their interest in
lending technical support

foritsimplementation.
In October last year, the

cabinet approved the NIS
under which steps will be
taken to stop corruption in
public administration, judi-
ciary, parliament, the Anti-
Corruption Commission
with the appointment of an

ombudsman.
ERD Secretary Abul

Kalam Azad, and UN
Resident Coordinator and
Local Consultative Group
Co-chair Neal Walker
jointly presided over the

LCG meeting.
Azad later told reporters

that no discussion on the
Padma bridge project was

held in the meeting.
The presentation on the

NIS was followed by a LCG
plenary meeting, the first of
the four meetings to be held
this year, where discussions
were held on how to expedite

the development projects.
Since ADP and Jica

already pulled out of the
Padma bridge project,
Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) will also discontinue
its commitment in line with
the co-financing agree-
ment, said Azad.

IDB committed to fund
$140 million in the bridge
project.

Mufti Hannan
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Tarique, then senior joint

secretary general of BNP
assigned two party leaders -
- state minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar and
deputy minister Abdus
Salam Pintu -- to provide all
out assistance to the Huji

men to carry out the attack.
Tarique, elder son of

former prime minister
Khaleda Zia, is now the
party s senior vice chair-

man.
“Before the grenade

attack on an Awami League
rally on August 21, 2004, |
along with several other
Huji leaders went to Hawa
Bhaban,” Hannan said in

the statement.
Hawa Bhaban was the

political office of BNP

Chairperson Khaleda Zia.
There, the militant

leader said, he found
Tarique, Abul Harris
Chowdhury, former state
minister for home
Lutfozzaman Babar, Abdus
Salam Pintu, BNP law-
maker Kazi Shah Mofazzal
Hossain Kaikobad and
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Ali Ahsan

Muhammad Mojaheed.
Brigadier General

Abdur Rahim, then direc-
tor general of National
Security Intelligence (NSI),
and Brigadier General
Rezzakul Haider
Chowdhury, then director
general of Directorate
General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI), were

also present.
“l informed them about

the plan of grenade attack
on Awami League rally,
which was to be addressed
by Sheikh Hasina, and

sought their assistance.”
Tarique then assured

them of full support and
told them to communicate
with Babar and Pintu for
administrative assistance,

the statement read.
Hannan began his state-

ment saying that AL was
defeated in 2001 general
election and BNP and
Jamaat-e-Islami formed

the government.
His organisation tried to

strengthen its relation with
BNP. Huji ameer Moulana
Abdus Salam, Sheikh Farid,
Moulana Yahiya, Abu Bakar

and Jahangir Badar con-
tacted BNP lawmakers

Salauddin Quader

Chowdhuryand Kaikobad.
The two leaders

arranged High Court bails
for 41 Huji men arrested in
Dhankhaliin 1996.

Hannan said the Huji's |

communication with the
BNP leaders continued
and the outtfit kept receiv-

ing assistance from them.
Towards the end of 2003,

Abdus Salam Farid,
Moulana Tajuddin, brother
of BVNP leader Abdus Salam
Pintu, met Babar at his gov-
ernment residence on
Bailey Road in the capital.
There GK Gaus, Ariful Islam,
former DCC ward council-
lor; Yahiya and Abu Bakar,

were also present there.
Babar told Gaus and Arif

about the task of Sylhet
and ordered them to do the
work locally. In Sylhet,
local BNP men and Huiji

men exploded grenades.
At the court yesterday,

Habibur Rahman Bhuiyan
said around 3:00pm on
April 7 of 2011 jail police
produced Mufti Hannan at
his chamber for recording

confessional statement.
Hannan was given three

hours to make up his mind.
Judge Shahed Nuruddin

of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-1 recorded
Habibur's statement for

halfan houryesterday.
Later, barrister Fakhrul

Islam, a counsel for Mufti
Hannan, cross-examined
him.

The defence will again
cross-examine Habibur
today as the court
adjourned the trial pro-

ceedings foryesterday.
Syed Rezaur Rahman,

chief counsel for the
August 21 grenade attack

cases, stood for the state.
The August 21, 2004

grenade attack on an
Awami League rally killed
Ivy Rahman, wife of
President Zillur Rahman,
along with 23 others and

wounded over 300 people.
Sheikh Hasina, now

prime minister, narrowly
escaped death and suf-
fered ear injuries.

Now home minister
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leaders to be careful in

commenting on tribunal
proceedings, otherwise
the tribunal would have to

take action against them.
The three-member

tribunal led by Justice
Obaidul Hassan with mem-
bers Justice Md Mozibur
Rahman Miah and Judge M
Shahinur Islam issued the
show cause notice upon
Alamgir following a verbal
plea of a defence counsel.

Citing reports pub-
lished in three newspa-
pers, dailies Amar Desh,
Sangram and Naya
Diganta, defence counsel
Tajul Islam said the home
minister on January 31,
during his visit to Egypt,
made a comment forecast-
ing the day of verdict deliv-
ery in two cases.

The newspaper reports
quoted Alamgir, at a
programme organised by the
Bangladesh mission in Cairo,
as saying, “After the delivery
of the verdict of Bachchu
Razakar, international
crimes tribunalwill deliverits
second verdict within this
weekwhile the third one ison
the [February] 14th.”

The crimes against
humanity cases against
Jamaat leader Abdul
Quader Mollah and Jamaat
leader Delawar Hossain
Sayedee are awaiting ver-

dictdelivery.
Tajul yesterday claimed

that, “"Such comment is
derogatory to the image of
the tribunal.” He sought

action against the minister.
After lunch, the tribu-

nal, in its order, said,

“Prima facie, the remark, if
true, made by a responsi-
ble minister is unfortunate
as it is tantamount to tar-
nishing the independence
and image of the lawfully

constituted judicial forum.
“No one is supposed to

make derogatory remarks
on a sub-judice matter,”

said Justice Hassan.
The tribunal fixed

February 14 for passing fur-
ther orders in thisregard but it
did not mention whether the
home minister would have to
submit his explanation in
personorthrough hislawyer.
On August 5, 2012,
Jamaat leader Abdul
Quader Mollah filed a
contempt of court petition
against Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury in connection
with her comments on trial

proceedings.
On August 29, 2012,

Jamaat leader Muhammad
Kamaruzzaman filed
another contempt petition
against Agriculture Minister
Matia Chowdhury for alleg-
edly making a statement

discourteoustothe tribunal.
On December 25, 2012,

the tribunal, on its own,
asked Suranjit Sengupta, a
minister without portfolio,
to explain his comments
on cases pending with the

tribunal.
Suranjit had offered

unconditional apology.
Prosecutor Rana

Dasgupta yesterday told
The Daily Star that the
tribunal repeatedly asked
“responsible persons” to
make responsible com-
ments but some com-
ments were “unfortunate”.

“For this reason, the tribu-
nal's time is being wasted
and we think the tribunal
feels embarrassed dealing
with such matters,” he said,
adding, “I think, they [Awami
League leaders] should not

make such comments.”
Tajul Islam told The

Daily Star that such com-
ments of ruling party lead-
ers are “interferences in
the process of justice”.
“Their comments show
disrespect to the law and

expose their ill-motives,”

he added.
JAMAAT LEADERS

CAUTIONED
When the tribunal issued
the show cause notice
against the home minister, it
also asked Jamaat leaders to
be more careful in making
comments onthetribunal.
The tribunal mentioned

a report published in
Bangla daily Prothom Alo,
which quoted a Jamaat
statement as saying, A
conspiracy is on to award
Abdul Quader Mollah the
death penalty for totally
political purpose.”

The tribunal asked
Tajul, the defence counsel,
“Isitright? Don't say this.”

[t said the Jamaat leaders
might make political
speeches but they should
not deliver speeches about
the court and its judges.
They might make the politi-
cal demand to cancel the
tribunal but they cannot say

thatthetribunalisillegal.
“You [Tajul] communi-

cate with them and tell
them to watch their words.
Otherwise, we will take
action,” itsaid.
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Vacancy Announcement

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces a vacancy for the post of

Capacity Building Officer — Community Policing for “Police Reform Programme — Phase [I”
project.

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual basis
upon satisfactory performance and availability of funds

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than 17:00, 18 February 2013.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted.

Female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply.

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.




