*NEWS

HC verdict was not correct
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court that some other

accused along with
Muslemuddin had been
involved in the killing of
Syed Nazrul Islam,
Tajuddin Ahmad, AHM
Quamruzzaman and
Captain Mansur Ali on

November 3, 1975.
The state council was

placing submission
before the apex court
yesterday during its
fourth day of hearing on
the government's appeal
against the HC verdict.
The verdict had acquit-
ted six former army per-
sonnel, who were among
the convicted in the jail
killing case by a lower

court.
The acquitted are

dafadar Marfat Ali Shah,
dafadar Abdul Hashem
Mridha, Lt Col (dis-
missed) Syed Farooq-ur
Rahman, Lt Col (retd)
Sultan Shahriar Rashid

Khan, Maj (retd) Bazlul
Huda and Maj (retd)

AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed.
Yesterday, the six-

member bench of the
Appellate Division
headed by Chief Justice
Md Muzammel Hossain
adjourned the hearing

onthe appeal until today.
In 2004, the Dhaka

Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court sentenced
three former army per-
sonnel to death and 12
others for life in the case.
The court awarded capi-
tal punishment to
Muslemuddin, Marfat Ali
Shah and Abdul Hashem

Mridha.
Those who were

awarded life imprison-
ment for abetting the
killers are Syed Farooq-
ur Rahman, Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan,
Bazlul Huda, Lt Col (dis-
missed) Khondaker
Abdur Rashid, Lt Col

(relieved) Shariful Hag
Dalim, L.t Col (retd) SHMB
Noor Chowdhury, AKM
Mohiuddin Ahmed, Lt Col
(retd) AM Rashed
Chowdhury, Maj (relieved)
Ahmed Shariful Hossain,
Capt (retd) Abdul Majed,
Capt (relieved) Kismat
Hasem and Capt (relieved)

Nazmul Hossain.
On August 28, 2008,

the HC upheld the capi-
tal punishment of
Muslemuddin, but
acquitted Marfat Ali and

Hashem.
It exempted from the

case Farooq, Shahriar,
Mohiuddin and Bazlul
Huda, who had already
been executed in the
Bangabandhu assassina-
tion case, and did not say
anything about the eight
others given life term by
the lower court.

One million dollar man
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And he shows that from
bionic arms and legs to
artificial organs, science
is beginning to catch up
with science fiction in the
race to replace body parts
with man-made alterna-
tives.

Leading UK roboticists
Richard Walker and
Matthew Godden build
Rex using $1 million-
worth of state of the art
limbs and organs bor-
rowed from some of these
world leading laborato-
ries and manufacturers.

Rex's components
include an arm with 26
degrees of movement,
one less than a human
arm, which teaches itself
to work, glasses which

send images to a micro-
chip in the retina which
then sends electrical
impulses to the brain, and
a battery powered heart
which is currently being
used for temporary
donors.

Rex also has bionic
ankles, which use a motor
and spring system to
mimic the actions of the
human calf muscle and
Achilles tendon.

Rex was created for C4
show How to Build a
Bionic Man which follows
social psychologist
Bertolt Meyer, who lost
his left hand as a child, as
he meets scientists work-
ing at the cutting edge.

Dr Meyer, whose
£30,000 bionic hand is the

most advanced on the
market, said he had a
“personal interest” in the
“explosion of innovation”
which has occurred in the
last six years.

One organ that science
cannot yet match is the
human brain. Made up of
a hundred billion neu-
rons, it is the most com-
plex structure in the
known universe.

But scientists at the
University of Southern
California are studying
the electrical signals in
rats' brains to develop
microchips that may one
day be able to restore
memory and even cure
Alzheimer's by working
with living brains.
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Untfit yet licensed as fire-safe
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notice on Tazreen Fashions
in July, 2012 asking it to
renew the licence. But the

factory owner did not pay
heed to that.

Maj Mohammad
Mahboob, a director of
Directorate of Fire Service
and Civil Defence, admit-
ted that the factory build-
ing lacked fire-protected
emergency escape as per
building code.

Deputy Director of fire
service Abdus Salam said
they had issued licence for
three-storey factory build-
ing but the owner
extended it up to ninth
floor without complying
with necessary fire safety
measures.

Asked why they had
issued licence and
approved renewal for the
subsequent years, Brig
Gen (retd) Abu Nayeem
Md Shahidullah, director
general of fire service, said
Tazreen building had com-
plied with fire safety mea-
sures on the whole.

"There were only minor
rectifiable safety devia-
tions for which written
instructions were given on
the building owner along
with licence for rectifica-
tions," he said adding that

buyers do not place order if
firelicence is not updated.

Asked if fire licences are
issued in this fashion, Brig
Nayeem said they issued
licence if safety compli-
ance was found “reason-
ably satisfactory”.

He attributed the loss of
lives in Tazreen fire to
unauthorised warehouse
on the ground floor where
all the three staircases
meet, and the hindrance
created by factory officials.

Meanwhile, visits to the
building revealed gross
violation of safety codes,
including absence of an
eImergency exit.

The fire department
chief had earlier admitted
that none of the three stair-
cases at Tazreen was fire
protected as required by
safetylaw.

Mubasshar Hussein,
president of Institute of
Architects Bangladesh,
said the fire department
had no scope for issuing
licence to this factory, as it
had grossly violated build-
ing rules and fire safety
provisions.

The structure lacked
fire-protected emergency
exit and traceable water
reservoir dedicated to fire

fighting, he said.

A fire escape at a multi-
storey building has to be
fitted with fire resistant
doors and must have easy
access, unhindered route
and safe refuge as per the
building code. Firemen too
use the emergency escape
to help evacuation and
douse fire.

The factory building
was set up on a 10-foot-
wide rural pathway in the
midst of homesteads. The
rules required at least 30-
foot-wide road for such
structures.

Moreover, highly flam-
mable garment materials
were stacked around a
high-voltage electric sub-
station and electric gener-
ator with every chance of
fire on the ground floor,
said Mubasshar Hussein.

The said code also
requires a fire protected lift
with alternative power
supply which would be
used for fire fighting and
exit in case of a building
higher than six storeys.

“It is a wonder how the
fire authority issued
licence to this factory at all.
The factory owner did not
obtain clearance during
building expansion, and
the occupancy certificate

after completion, both of
which are issued by the fire
department,” said
Hussein.

Fire licence implies that
safety measures are satis-
factory as per law and
building code.

Nazma Akhtar, presi-
dent of Sammilito
Garment Sramik
Federation, said the fire
department and labour
department officials could
not answer why they had
issued licences to Tazreen.

On top of that, the local
Union Parishad gave
approval to Tazreen factory
although the Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha is
to do that.

Md Shafiul Islam
Mohiuddin, president of
Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said
they had launched an
inspection at 10 randomly
chosen factories through a
team of engineers, archi-
tects, firemen and labour
department officials on
December 23 last year.

The pilot inspection
would prepare a status
report with recommenda-
tions on ensuring basic

safet}r provisions, he
added.

Tk 40,000cr a year issue
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Teachers and employees of

MPO-listed institutions
under the banner of pro-
government and pro-
opposition teachers' asso-
clations are simulta-
neously waging movement
with almost similar
demands.

Pro-ruling party teach-
ers' associations demand
nationalisation of the
entire education system,
while BNP-backed bodies
mainly want nationalisa-

tion of their jobs.
The teachers boycotted

classes for three weeks this
month to press home their
demands, hampering the
academic activities of
secondary and higher

secondary students.
Their movement appar-

ently gained a thrust after
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina nationalised 26,193
non-government primary

schools on January9.
A section of pro-

government teachers'
bodies even claims the
government would not
require extra money if it
nationalises the entire

education system.
They argue that the

government can national-
1se the institutions in three
phases and arrange the
necessary funds over three

fiscal years.
But the ministry'sreport

doesn't substantiate their

claim.
Around Tk 20,150.64

crore will be needed every
year if the government
nationalises MPO-listed
and non-MPO 21,014

schools, says the report.
The ministry has allo-

cated Tk 303.97 crore for
317 public schools in the
current fiscal year. The
annual expenditure of
each schoolis Tk 95.89 lakh
on average. The spending
includes teachers' salaries
and other benefits, not

pension and gratuity.
On the other hand, the

ministry allocated Tk
566.74 crore for 252 public
colleges in this fiscal year
and the annual expendi-
ture of a single public col-
lege is Tk 2.24 crore on

average.
[f the government

nationalises MPO-listed
and non-MPO 4,844 col-
leges, it will have to spend
Tk 10,891.77 crore annu-
ally, the report says.

The government now
spends around Tk 4,800
crore annually for MPO-

listed schools, colleges,
madrasas and technical
institutes under DSHE and
DTE to pay basic salaries of
teachers and employees of

these institutions.
Education Minister

Nurul Islam Nahid has
termed the teachers’

demands impractical.
"Our total budget for the

education ministry is
around Tk 11,600 crore and
we would require Tk 40,000
crore if we nationalise
these MPO-listed and non-
MPO educational institu-
tions," he told The Daily

Star.
"The teachers have to

understand the reality."
He said no previous

government had done
what this government did
for teachers in the last four
years.
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President's
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scheduled to place the

motion to thank the presi-
dent for his address when
the House resumes its
sitting this afternoon after
a two days recess, officials
in the parliament secretar-
iat said.

Like the previous four
consecutive vyears, parlia-
ment will begin the discus-
sion amid boycott by the
opposition lawmakers
belonging to BNP, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Bangladesh
Jatiya Party.

The opposition lawmak-
ers were also not present
when President Zillur
Rahman addressed the
Jatiya Sangsad in the last
three New Year sessions.

The possibility of opposi-
tion MPs' return to the
House during this session is
also slim as the prevailing
political situation has
become complicated fur-
ther, the opposition lead-
erssaid.

"We have yet to take any
decision to return to the
House," Moudud Ahmed, a
member of the national
standing committee of
BNP told The Daily Star
over the phone yesterday.

If the opposition law-
makers do not join the
House, Awami League-led
ruling alliance MPs will
have the opportunity to
use all the 40 hours allo-
cated time for discussion
on the thanksgiving
motion.

Participating in this
year's discussion, the ruling
alliance MPs may highlight
the government's suc-
cesses and blast the oppo-
sition.

Last year, the Business
Advisory Committee had
allocated 40 hours time for
discussion on the thanks-
giving motion. But parlia-
ment spent 50 hours and
26 minutes.

The BNP-led opposition
MPs returned to the House
on March 18 when the dis-
cussion on thanksgiving
motion on the president's
address was nearits end.

The discussion was con-
cluded on March 20. On the
last day, Opposition Leader
Khaleda Zia participating
in the discussion spoke for
two hours.

Since then, the opposi-
tion lawmakers have been
boycotting the House.
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Election Commission Secretariat

Invitation for Tenders

Tender Notice No-17.00.0000.029.30.001.12-34

Date: 27/01/2013
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1 Ministry/Division Election Commission Secretariat.
2 | Agency Election Commission Secretariat.
3 | Procuring entity name General Service, Election Commission Secretariat.
4 | Procuring entity district Dhaka.
5 | Invitation Ref No. 17.00.0000.029.30.001.12.
6 | Date 27/01/2013.
7 | Procurement method Framework contract under Open Tender Method (OTM).
8 | Budget and source of funds GOB (Revenue Budget).
9 | Tender package name Supply of Lot-1 [Other goods], Lot-2: [Stationery items],
Lot-3: [Toner items].
10 | Tender package No. ECGD02.
11 | Tender publication date 27-01-2013.
12 | Tender last selling date 14-02-2013 (up to 4.00pm).
13 | Tender submission date and time 18-02-2013 up to 2.00pm.
14 | Tender opening date and time 18-02-2013 at 2.30pm.
15 | Name & address of the office(s)
(a) Selling tender | Senior Assistant Secretary, Service Section-2, Election Commission
document Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.
(b) Receiving tender | Senior Assistant Secretary, Service Section-2, Election Commission
document Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.
(c) Opening tender | Deputy Secretary (Personnel Management), Election Commission
document Secretariat, Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.
16 | Eligibility of tenderers | All eligible person(s)/firm(s) fulfilling the conditions laid in the
standard tender document.
17 | Brief description of goods | Supply of Lot-1 [Other goods], Lot-2: [Stationery items], Lot-3:
and related services [Toner items].
18 | Price of tender document of each lot Tk 400/~ (four hundred).
19 | LotNo. | Identification of lot Tender security Location
01 Other goods Tk 5,000/~ (five thousand) in the form of | Election
Bank Draft/Pay Order/Bank Guarantee | Commission
(refundable) from any scheduled bank | Secretariat,
favouring Senior Assistant Secretary, | Block # 5,
Election Commission Secretariat, Dhaka Sher-e-
02 Stationery items Tk 5,000/~ (five thousand) in the form of | Bangla
Bank Draft/Pay Order/Bank Guarantee | Nagar,
(refundable) from any scheduled bank | Dhaka-1207
favouring Senior Assistant Secretary,
Election Commission Secretariat, Dhaka
03 Toner items Tk 10,000/~ (ten thousand) in the form of
Bank Draft/Pay Order/Bank Guarantee
(refundable) from any scheduled bank
favouring Senior Assistant Secretary,
Election Commission Secretariat, Dhaka
20 | Name of official inviting tender Mohammed Mosharaf Hossain.
21 | Designation of official inviting tender | Senior Assistant Secretary.
22 | Address of official inviting tender Service Section-2, Election Commission Secretariat,
Block # 5, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207.
23 | Contact details of official inviting tender | Phone: 9180742 Fax No: 9129033
24 | The procuring entity reserves the right to reject any or all tenders.
Mohammed Mosharaf Hossain
GD-389

Senior Assistant Secretary




