Drogba joining
Galatasaray
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. — The BPL finally. gets its soul back as fans, after no-
shows in Dhaka and Khulna, pack Chittagong's MA
Aziz Stadium to the rafters yesterday.

BCB CONSTITUTION
SC stays
HC order

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Royals spoil Kings party

disappointed by the Kings' defeat but

there was no shortage of entertainment
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

SCORES IN BRIEF

CHITTAGONG KINGS:

BisHWAIIT ROY from Chittagong

@0 primepankn, . 1he second edition of
@ A2 the Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL)
T20 got a new lease of
life at the MA Aziz Stadium yesterday.
Cricket made an exciting return to the
port city venue after a long break

through an entertaining opening

The Supreme Court yes-
terday stayed till February
7 a High Court verdict that
declared the amendment
to the constitution of
Bangladesh Cricket Board

(BCB) illegal. match in front of a capacity crowd.

Chamber Judge of the Sylhet Royals however spoiled the YRR E{TIES
Appellate Division of home party as the leaders continued
Justice Syed Mahmud their unbeaten run with a three-wicket

Hossain passed the order
after holding hearings on
two separate petitions
filed by the National

Sports Council (NSC) and
SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

victory against Chittagong Kings, but
the main talking point was the huge
turnout as the tournament had till then
been struggling with empty stands in

the Dhaka and Khulna legs.
The home crowd was obviously

Rajshahi win high-scoring thriller

earlier best total was 208 made by Dhaka Gladiators
against Barisal Burnersin the first edition.
Theimposing total looked to have taken the match
out of Barisal's grasp but a committed batting perfor-
mance saw them drive home a close finish. Every
batsman got runs, with the Pakistani Azhar
Mahmood top scoring
with a 28 ball 54 with
three fours and four
sixes that saw them
finish at 209 for 7 from

their 20 overs.
Earlier, Rajshahi's

huge total came cour-
tesy of a whirlwind opening stand between Tamim
and Coventry as the pair put on 85 in just over six

overs. Dashing opener Tamim was top scorer with a
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

SPORTS REPORTER from Chittagong

v The home team might have disap-
[P pointed the fans in the opening game,
" but at least the local boy gave some
cause for celebration asTamim Igbal's
Duronto Rajshahi
scored a four run victory
over Barisal Burnersina h
high-scoring BPL clash |
at the MA Aziz Stadium
lastnight.

In getting their sec-
ond win in five games,
Rajshahi put their opponents under a pile of runs,
amassing 213 for 6, the highest score in the BPL,
thanks to sparkling half-centuries from the
Chittagong bred Tamim and Charles Coventry. The

—

Qo CATCH

THE excirterment -

match update,
| type Cric and
SMS to

= Charge Tk. 2/5M5
{+15% VAT) = For details,
www.grameenphone.com

-

| go bevond e

AMTmREDERD,
MRt S s Y e

whn)

8§ BPL makes a
splash at last
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Afghan cricketer Mohammad Nabi
turned the match on its head for
Sylhet Royals against the home
side in Chittagong yesterday.

Nabi embraces
local flavour

SPORTS REPORTER from Chittagong

Afghanistan cricketer
Mohammad Nabi has gotten
quite fond of Bangladesh's staple
diet -- rice and lentils -- and it
might have helped the Sylhet
Royals all-rounder sustain the
pressure in front of a huge crowd
at the MA Aziz Stadium yester-
day. It was something of a new
experience for Nabi, who consid-
ered himself lucky to be playing
in the ongoing Bangladesh
Premier League (BPL), and to

play a match-winning knock in
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

PRANABESH CHAKRABORTY from Ctg

. Lhe cash-rich enter-
@ P prise of the
Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) T20
was finally decorated with a full
house during the opening matches
of the tournament's Chittagong leg
at the MA Aziz Stadium yesterday.
The first two legs in Dhaka and
Khulna were played out in front of

largely empty stands.
Shahina Hamid waited in the long

queue with her son and daughter to
enter the gallery for over two hours.
She entered the stadium at around
3pm when the match between the
Sylhet Royals and the Chittagong
Kings was almost halfway through,
but still she delighted in the festive

atmosphere of the full house.
“First I thought I would not be

able to enter the gallery, but now I
am feeling proud to have enjoyed

the matches with the huge crowd,”

added Shahina.
“In this urban life, our children

have very little opportunity for

entertainment”, she said.
“When my husband bought three

tickets for us yesterday I felt elated as
[ never witnessed a live cricket

match before,” said the housewife.
She expressed her hope that in

the coming days more cricket
matches would be held in
Chittagong so that children and
teenagers get the opportunity to

pass their leisure time with good

entertainment.
Like Shahina, thousands of

enthusiastic spectators had to wait
in the queue outside the MA Aziz
Stadium while thousands others
enjoyed the first match from the
stands.

Around 3pm, the spectator pres-
sure was so high in the Eastern
Gallery that the organisers had to
open the gates to the club galleries,
grand stands and the international
stand. However, many spectators
alleged that the organisers sold
more tickets than the capacity of the

ground.
AZM Nasir Uddin, venue chair-

man, also General Secretary of
Chittagong Jela Krira Sangstha
(CJKS) told The Daily Star that the
cricket fans of the port city again
proved that they know how to enjoy
the game in the environment of a
cricket ground.

Expressing his gratitude to the
spectators especially to the young
cricket fans, Nasir opined that the
presence would again inspire all
the partners and investors involved
in the game and this will see the
beginning of anew phase of BPL.

Nasir said, around 26,000 tickets
were sold for the first day's matches.

Meanwhile, Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) sources said,
CCC will distribute more than 8,000
tickets to the school students for
the upcoming matches, spending
money from its own fund.

Tigers' Lanka
tour dates
announced
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Holders Abahani
regained the lead in
the Grameenphone
Bangladesh Premier

goals.

Bangladesh will play two
Tests, three one-day inter-

%fmnazlsn andtul?e Gl League by defeating Feni Soccer Club 3-2
CRLYeVRHAICR O INCI | oo or Bhisa Shifiesd Saliin Stadiin i

month-long tour of Sri : , a n d
Lanks in Maich. the S Feni as the second leg of theleague kicked  , .4 oo y

Lankan board announced off after an Eigh.t—dﬂ}’ bAE yesterday. peje of
yesterday. Former cbampmns Sheikh Jamal . 4. 4.
This is Bangladesh's Dhanmondi Club, who had the chance to
first away tour this year. snatch the lead later, had to settle for a 0-0
The last time the Tigers against Team BJMC at the Bangabadhu

went on a complete tour National Stadium.
to Sri Lanka was in 2007 The sixth win in nine matches put

minutes. New-signings Ariful
H a g u e Saikat

Abahani take solo lead

SPORTS REPORTER

tap-in from in-form striker Shakhawat
Hossain Rony, who took his tally to five
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Feni Soccer though made a game of
it by scoring two goals within 10  /

e N i

Libe
63rd and 73rd min-
utes respectively to set up an exciting %ﬁ_,""":_r —
final quarter. The defending champions |
though held their nerves to eke out a
valuable win. The defeat kept Feni , . %
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for outburst
against fan
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Tamim sorry

Left-handed opener
Tamim Igbal has apolo-
gised for his outburst at

in Khulna following the
fall of his wicket in the
Bangladesh Premier
League (BPL) match
between Duronto
Rajshahi and Dhaka

fans in the stands of the
Sheikh Abu Naser Stadium

when they were white-
washed in both the Test
and ODI series' by three
games to none.
ITINERARY

March 3-5: Three-day
match, Matara

March 8-12: First Test,
Galle

March 16-20: Second Test,
Colombo

March 23: First ODI,
Hambantota

March 25: Second ODI,
Hambantota

March 28: Third ODI,
Pallekele

March 31: T20 interna-
tional, Pallekele

Abahanion 20 points, one ahead of Sheikh
Russel KC and Sheikh Jamal DC. Sheikh
Russel, who have played a match less than
both Abahani and Sheikh Jamal, can
regain the lead when they take on Team

BJMC on February 3.
Four-time champions Abahani took

just two minutes to gain the lead against
strugglers Feni Soccer when Ghanaian
forward Awudu Ibrahim fired home a
cross from Atiqur Rahman Mishu.
However, the champions had to wait for
another 45 minutes to double the lead.
The second goal came when Ibrahim
snatched the ball from a Feni defender to
set up his compatriot Twum Frank, who
put the ball into the open net. Abahani
took a stranglehold on the game through a

Soccer firmly at the basement with ™% °

just three points from nine outings.
Here at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium, Sheikh Jamal,
the only unbeaten side in the
league, faced some stiff resis- -
tance from Team BJMC, a / N
side they had defeated 3-2 /
in the first leg. Sheikh
Jamal survived a
close call on the
half-hour mark
when Eleta Kingsley
played a low cross for | ¥
unmarked Nigerian Abdul Al o LA T s A P WA
Rasheed andg local Toklish Ahmed w2 B AR RN
, but neither of the strikers could make

contact with the ball.
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Sheikh Jamal DC midfielder Shakil Ahmed (R) fights for possession with Team BJMC's
Abul Hossain during their Bangladesh Premier League match at the BNS yesterday.
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Gladiators on January 22.
A recent video that

went viral on Facebook
showed the player abus-
ing fans on his way back

to the dressing room.
While it wasn't clear in the
video whom Tamim was
abusing, the caption
alleged that he had
abused a girl who was
looking for his autograph.
The batsman, however,
claimed that he had con-
fronted a guy who was
'abusing his parents’'.

The player through his

Facebook page issued an
SEE PAGE 17 COL 1



