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Sublime Sharapova

AFP, Melbourne

Flawless Maria Sharapova
set a new Australian Open
record Sunday in losing
just five games en route to the quarterfinals,
where she was joined by Agnieszka

Radwanska and Li Na.
The second seed has been in

impeccable form and she thrashed
unseeded Belgian Kirsten Flipkens 6-1, 6-
0 to set up a meeting with 19th seed
Ekaterina Makarova, who beat fifth seed
Angelique Kerber 7-5, 6-4.

Polish fourth seed Radwanska also
powered into the last eight, winning her
13th match in a row without dropping a
set by thumping Serbian former world

number one Ana Ivanovic 6-2, 6-4.

She now meets Li on Tuesday for a place
in the semi-finals after the Chinese world
number six battled past Germany's Julia
Goerges 7-6 (8/6), 6-1.

Sharapova, the 2008 champion, has only
dropped five games in four matches so far
in her bid for a second Australian title, the
fewest games conceded to make the

quartersin Melbourne in the Open era.
Monica Seles (1991 and 1993) and Steffi

Graf (1989) previously held the record at

eight games.
But Sharapova narrowly missed the all-

Grand Slam mark held by Mary Pierce,
who dropped only four games in making

Australian ™ Open

Thee Gromd Slam of AtigyPaciic

thelasteightat the French Openin 1994.

The second seed, who needs to reach
the final to have a chance of returning to
world number one, had beaten Flipkens
in both of their previous matches.

She held serve and then, helped by
some loose Flipkens shots, got the break
for 2-1. Flipkens had two break point
chances in the next game but failed to
convert as Sharapova held.

The four-time Grand Slam winner was
starting to get the measure of her
opponent on a hot Melbourne day and
raced to the set when Flipkens sent a
forehandlong.

It was more of the same in the second set
as the Belgian lost confidence with the
Russian racing throughitin just25 minutes.

Sharapova now plays Makarova in a
repeat of their last-eight clash in 2012,
when she won and went on to make the

final, losing to world number one Victoria
Azarenka.

Makarovais looking for revenge.

Defeat was a major disappointment for

Kerber, who remains the only playerin the
current top 10 not to have made a Grand

Slam final.
Radwanska, who won warm-up

tournaments in Auckland and Sydney,
made short work of Ivanovic, proving too
powerful and consistent and now meets
Li, who is bidding to make a second
Melbourne finalin three years.

Rowdy Shanto
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Nazmul Hassan Shanto continued his
purple patch and scored an unbeaten 217
not out as Rajshahi declared their first
innings on 334 for five against Sylhet in
their second round match of the Young
Tigers U-18 National Cricket Competition
at the Cricket Garden in Rangpur

yesterday.
Shanto had earlier

scored 185 against BKSP in
the first round.

In reply, Sylhet were
bundled out for 190, and
Rajshahi ended the second

day on 20 for two.
At the Shaheed Chandu

Stadium in Bogra, Dhaka
Metro were in some strife
against Chittagong at 109
for six, trailing by 97 runs in
the second innings. Earlier,
Chittagong declared on 312
for six with Mohammad

Sumon scoringan unbeaten 135.
Meanwhile, BKSP secured a 108-run

first innings lead by bundling out Dhaka
North for 265, but ended the day on a
shaky 32 for three at the Boro Moydan
Ground in Dinajpur. Saeed Sarkar scored
an unbeaten 105 for BKSP while Munim
Shahriar scored an unbeaten 101 for

Dhaka North.
Away at the Shaheed Kamruzzaman

Stadium in Rajshahi, Rangpur followed on

SHANTO ... 217 not out

after scoring only 104 in reply to Khulna's
259 for nine declared. Khulna's Noman
Shahriar took 7 for 34 after having top-
scored with 68 in the first innings.
Rajshahi ended the day on 69 for two in
their second innings, still 86 runs behind
Khulna.

SCORES IN BRIEF

RAJSHAHI: First innings 334 for five in 90
overs (Shanto 217 not out; Toufiq 2-59)
and second innings 20 for two in 9 overs v
SYLHET: First innings 190
in 80.3 overs (Mominul 44;
Feroj5-70, Nayeem 3-24)
DHAKA METRO: First
innings 107 in 50.2 overs
(Rabby 41; Faruk 5-17) and
second innings 109 for six
in 37 overs (Parvez 57 not
out; Jasimuddin 2-15) v
CHITTAGONG: First
innings 312 for six in 90
overs (Sumon 135 not out,
Saifuddin 91; Habib 4-77)
BKSP: First innings 373 for 6
in 90 overs (Moniruzzaman
100 not out, Saeed Sarker
105 not out; Mehedi Hasan
3-136) and second innings 32 for three in 16
overs v DHAKA NORTH: first innings 265 in
77 overs (Munim 101; Mossabek Hossain 5-

35)
KHULNA: First innings 259 for 9 in 90

overs (Noman 68; Nabi 3-50) v RANGPUR:
First innings 104 (Abiruzzaman 36;
Noman 7-34) and second innings
following on 69 for two in 34 overs
(Abiruzzaman 36)

Royals back
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Earlier, batting first,

Rajshahi lost Tamim Igbal
off the first ball of the game
as the left-hander scooped
asimple return catch to the
young Shohag Gazi. Gazi
struck again in the third
over as he got Muktar Ali
caught behind, as Rajshahi
crumbled to 9 for 2 in the
third over. A third wicket
stand between Jahurul
Islam and Moeen Ali for the
third wicket steadied the
innings for Rajshahi as the
pair scored 63 runs in 50
balls.

Jahurul was the more
elegant of the two as he
stroked his way to his first
half-century of the tourna-
ment.

Jahurul eventually lost
his wicket in the 19th over as
he was caught off
Chigumbura while trying to
up the rate. A few late blows

porters.

from Sean Ervine and Ziaur

Rahman took Rajshahi to || Teams Played W D L GD Points
the modestscoreof147 for8. Sk Russel KC 8 6 1 1 10 19
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁl. . Sk. Jamal DC 8 5 3 0 8 18
for 8 in 20 overs ( Jahurul 50, Abahani 8 5> 2 1 9 17
Gazi 2-33) v SYLHET || Mohammedan SC 3 4 1 3 1 13
ROYALS : 150 for 6 in 19.1 Team BIMC 8 3 7 3 1 11
overs ( Chigumbura 43, :

Milon 33; Naeem jr 2-17, Brothers Union 8 1 1 6 -9 g
Taijul 2-20). Result: Sylhet | | Soccer Club g 1 b1 & 3
won by four wickets.

Abahani's futile return
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Muktijoddha Sangsad coach Shatiqul Islam Manik.

Abahani coach Ardeshir Pournemath also admitted
that the cheering crowd was pressure for them and
Muktijoddha Sangad played well in front of their sup-

Talking to a few spectators after the game, it was learnt
that the Brazilian midfielder Silva entertained the specta-
tors with his dazzling performance and long-range shots.
Silva in turn informed that he found the locals friendly

and indulged them with autographs.
The match had a slightly amateurish feel to it, because

of the temporary tarpaulin dugouts and the bumpy and
comparatively smaller pitch.

"The stadium is being renovated with a project of Tk
5.12 crore and this problem will be solved after the com-
pletion of works. The spectators are polite and nothing
bad happened vet,” said District Football Association

member and BFF member [llias Hossain.
With the draw, Abahani are in the third position with

17 points from eight matches, two behind of leaders
Sheikh Russel KC and one clear of second-placed Sheikh

Jamal Dhanmondi Club.
Muktijoddha stuck glued at the fourth position with 14

points from eight matches.

POINTS TABLE
(after 1stleg)

Aussie-Lankan
fourth ODI
abandoned

AFP, Sydney

The fourth one-day
international between
Australia and Sri Lanka
was abandoned after rain
halted play on Sunday
with the tourists chasing

223 runs to take the series.
Sri Lanka needed 209

more runs off 46.4 overs
with all their wickets in
tact when the umpires
took the plavers off the

Sydney Cricket Ground.
Skipper Mahela

Jayawardene was on four
and Tillakaratne Dilshan

nine.
Australia scored 222 for

nine off their 50 overs

after winning the toss.
"The outfield is still quite

wet so unfortunately..." said
a disappointed Australian

skipper Michael Clarke.
Opener David Warner

top scored with 60 off 73
balls but ninth man
Mitchell Starc starred for
the hosts knocking 52 off
37 to help Australia post a
decent total.

Sri Lanka have routed
Australia in the last two
games to seize a 2-1 lead

in the five-match series.
The final leg will be

played in Hobart on

Wednesday.
"We've got a chance to

level the series,”" Clarke
said.

One more go
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the international level)

when [ had the opportu-
nity. It seems that thereis a
lot more rotating of players
than when [ was in my
prime. I am still playing
good enough to represent
Australia, 1 think. But I do
believe that my opportu-
nityis passed.

“Having said that, I am
considering going back to
four-day cricket and hav-
ing a quick shot at trying to
make the Ashes team,” said
Hodge at the end of the
match yesterday. He also
believed that he was hard
done by the selectors
and that he should
have received more

opportunity.
The player was dropped

from Australia's Test side
after playing five matches,
despite an average of
58.42. He played one more
Test during a tour of West
Indies in 2008 as a replace-
ment, taking his total tally
to six Tests.

Cagers tame
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most vocal and theatrical.

He complained about
almost every decision and
said that this virtual title-
decider was staged the day
before the final day to
avoid attention, and that
the two Bangladeshi refer-
ees among the three offici-
ating were highly partial.
Butt's opposite number
Wasif Ali also felt that the
refereeing was not up to
the mark, but it was in no
way partial as the officials
were all international

panel referees.
In the first match of the

day, Nepal swept aside

Bhutan by 94-42 points.
The championship

concludes today with the
match between
Bangladesh and Maldives.
A win for the hosts will
crown them as the unde-
feated champions.

Easy win
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batsmen needlessly went
for an extra run. The wicket
set off a collapse as Khulna
managed to add only 54
runs in the last eight overs.
Spinners Alok Kapali and
Elias Sunny were the best
bowlers for Barisal as they
picked up one wicket each
and managed to curb the
runrate.

AFRICAN NATIONS CUP

Dismal opening day

ﬂﬁ Football

REUTERS, johannesburg

Unseasonably cold temperatures,
hours of driving rain, uninspiring
football and no goals marked a truly
dismal opening day at the African

Nations Cup on Saturday.
The eagerly-awaited 29th

continental tournament, which has
grown from humble beginnings in
1957 to an event of global interest,
began with a 0-0 draw in a poor game
between hosts South Africa hosts

and debutants CapeVerde Islands.
The opener at Soccer City was

followed by a better match between
Morocco and Angola at the same

stadium but thatalso finished goalless.
The only people who appeared

genuinely satisfied with the first day,
which most would rather quickly
forget, were Cape Verde coach Lucio

Antunes and his squad.
He was delighted they finished the

match with a real belief that they can
get good enough results against
Morocco and Angola in their
remaining Group A matches to avoid
an immediate return to their island
country at the other end of the

continent.
"For me, it was mission

accomplished,” said Antunes. "The
team was excellent, we did the job we
came to do and met our objectives
and now we can concentrate on our

next match against Morocco.
"l am happy, the players are happy

and the technical staff are happy. We

dignified our country today. It is a
small country of 500,000 people, but

we made them proud today.”
South Africa coach Gordon

[gesund had a totally different
perspective after a turgid, error-
strewn game played in cold, wintry
conditions with rain sweeping

around the stadium.
However, the conditions did

nothing to reduce the relentless drone
of the vuvuzela, the plastic horn that
provides an unforgiving, noisy
backdrop to matches in South Africa.
"Nottoo many players came to the
party in the first half, and we weren't
much better in the second," Igesund
told a news conference after what
was a poor spectacle for an opening
match watched live on TV by millions

of people around the world.
"Some of the players seemed to

freeze when the whistle went they
looked nervous. Perhaps for some of

them the occasion was a bit too big,"

headded.
"We now have to go for it in our

next two games against Angola and
Morocco. Of course we wanted to
win and get a goal and get all three
points, but credit to Cape Verde. They

area good, well organised team.
"A lot of their players play in

Europe, they defended well, slowed
the game right down in the second
half and got the point they came

looking for."
They also came closest to winning,

almost taking the lead atter 13 minutes
when Luis Soares, better known as
Platini, was guilty of a shocking miss

his more famous namesake, former
France great Michel Platini, would

have converted with ease.
The chance came when Babanco

played Platini into space about 15
metres from goal but, with only
home goalkeeper Itumeleng Khune
to beat, Platini screwed his left-foot

shot horribly wide.

The only other clear-cut chance
came in the second half when Khune
scrambled a header from Heldon

away for a corner.
The occasion was in stark contrast

to the way South Africa started the

World Cup here 2-1/2 years ago.
The opening match then also

ended in a draw, with the hosts
finishing 1-1 with Mexico, but that
game featured a stunning opening
strike from Siphiwe Tshabalala who
never remotely looked like even
creating a chance on Saturday, never

mind scoring.
Angola and Morocco also failed to

find the net in the second match but
at least both sides played some
attractive technically good football
and their game was far more easy on

the eye than the opener.
Morocco served notice, especially

in the early stages, that they could
make an impact while Angola's
young side, whose average age is only
24, grew in stature as the game went

on.
The Angolans could have grabbed

all three points if Manucho and
Guilherme Afonso had notboth gone
for the same diving header and gotin
each others way in the 88th minute.

Pace test for Pakistan
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In the past 15 months, Pakistan's Test

5-hr marathon
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Despite an inferior

tiebreak record, the Swiss
fought to three set points

AFP, Johanneshurg

The Pakistan Test team are due to arrive in
Johannesburg on Sunday night to take on
world champions South Africa in a three-

Test series.
It is Pakistan's first visit to South Africa in

six years and their biggest challenge could
be to adapt to the pace and bounce of the
pitches they will play on against a fast
bowling attack generally acknowledged to
be the world's best.

They will have a four-day warm-up
match against a South African Invitation
Xl in East London, starting on Friday, but
conditions in the coastal city are less
pace-friendly than is likely when they play
the Test matches in Johannesburg, Cape
Town and Centurion.

ITINERARY

Jan 25-28: SA Invitation X1, East London

Feb 1-5:FirstTest, Johanneshurg

Feb 14-18: SecondTest, Cape Town

Feb 22-26:Third Test, Centurion

Mar 1: First Twenty20international, Durban (D/N)
Mar 3: Second Twenty20 international, Centurion
Mar 6: SA Invitation XI {50 overs), Kimberley (D/N)
Mar 10: First one-day international, Bloemfontein
Mar 15: Second one-day international, Centurion (D/N)
Mar 17:Third one-day international, Johannesburg
Mar 21: Fourth one-day international, Durban

series have been played in the Asian sub-
continent or the United Arab Emirates,
which has been their home base since
visiting teams stopped touring Pakistan
following an attack on the Sri Lankan

team busin 2009.
In the year before that they had two

high-scoring draws against South Africa

in the UAE and toured New Zealand, West
Indies and Zimbabwe.

Pakistan nevertheless have a Test
squad which is likely to provide stronger
opposition for South Africa than current
tourists New Zealand, who were beaten by

aninnings in two Test matches.
"Pakistan will be a potentially tough

series," said South African captain
Graeme Smith after the New Zealand
series. "They have an exciting bowling
unitand some experienced batsmen.”
The fast bowling attack will be
spearheaded by the left-armer Junaid
Khan, the tall Mohammad Irfan and the
experienced Umar Gul, one of four
members of the touring squad who were
on the 2006/07 tour of South Africa.
SQUAD
Misbahul Haq (captain), Mohammad
Hafeez, Nasir Jamshed, Azhar Ali, Umar
Gul, Asad Shafig, Younis Khan, Junaid
Khan, Mohammad Irfan, Ehsan Adil,
Saeed Ajmal, Abdur Rehman, Haris

Sohail, Faisal Igbal, Taufeeq Umar, Sarfraz

and sent the match into a
fifth set with a titanic 21-
shot rally on the third set
point to send the Rod Laver

Arena crowd into uproar.
Wawrinka edged ahead

in the deciding with a
break of Djokovic's open-
ing service, only to give it
back in another fiercely

contested next game.
Games went with ser-

vice for the next 19 games
until Djokovic finally got a
look at match point, and
claimed victory on his
third match point as
Wawrinka fought to the
bitter end.

David Ferrer will face
Nicolas Almagro in an all-
Spanish quarterfinal after
they took contrasting
roads to the last eight on
Sunday.

Ferrer, the fourth seed in
celebrated countryman
Rafael Nadal's absence,
wore down Japan's Kei
Nishikori in straight sets to
reach his third straight
quarter-final at the year-
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