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Cleric strikes deal with govt leaving a b

AFP, Islamabad

Islamabad has brokered an end to a protest
challenging its rule that paves the way to historic
elections, but rising violence in the weak

nuclear-armed stateis still a threat, analysts say.
After another week of profound instability,

Pakistan's civilian politicians are arguably
more resilient than ever, credited with averting
fears of a rumoured military-judicial plot to

subvert a democratic transition of power.

Charismatic preacher Tahir-ul Qadri
brought the centre of Islamabad to a standstill
for four days in the largest rally seen in the
heavily guarded capital for years, but retreated

overnight after winning few concessions.

Qadri secured only a vague date for parlia-
ment to dissolve by mid-March and a promise
that he would be consulted on the appoint-
ment of a caretaker prime minister in the run-
up to polls, as well as a 30-day period for candi-

dates to be screened.

"We are moving in the right direction. It
shows Pakistan is not as fragile as people
think," said political analyst and retired gen-

eral Talat Masood.

It fell far short of his call for an Egypt-style
revolution and the immediate collapse of the
government to make way foran administration of
technocrats to introduce sweeping reforms

before elections.

SECURITY CHARGES
Libya tries
Saif Gaddafi

AFP, Karachi
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Karachi shuts down
atter politician killing

Supporters of Pakistani Muslim
cleric Tahir-ul Qadri, insef, cele-
brate the victory of a demand for
electoral reform at a protest rally
in Islamabad on Thursday.

ballot box, by mid-May:.

Analysts and newspapers fell over them-

AFP, Tripoli

Slain leader Muammar

Shops, businesses and schools shut across Pakistan's
financial capital Karachi Friday, as the city braced for

For the moment, an order from the Supreme
Court to arrest Prime Minister Raja Pervez
Ashraf over corruption allegations has been left
hanging and even if he is detained, he can con-
tinue on the jobuntil and unless he is convicted.

President Asif Ali Zardari's government
looks more certain now of holding on to
become the first civilian government in
Pakistan history to complete a term in office
and achieve a democratic transition at the
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Suu Kyi in donation row
Democracy icon defends fund linked to junta

AFP, Naypyidaw ousregime henchman and arms dealer”.
The NLD says it received a total of 500

million kyat ($580,000) from the event,

Myanmar pro-democracy activist Aung

Gaddafi's son Saif al-
Islam, wanted by the ICC
for crimes against human-
ity, appeared for the first
time in a Libyan court on
Thursday on charges of
"undermining state secu-
rity," a judicial official
said.

He was charged after a
controversial June visit to
Libya by an International
Criminal Court team to
help prepare his defence
against the charges of
crimes against humanity
in the conflict that over-

threw his father.
Thursday's hearing was

held behind closed doors in
Zintan, a hilltop town
southwest of Tripoli, where
Saif has been in custody
since his arrest in
November 2011 in the wake
of the uprising that ended

Gaddafi's 40-year rule.
It was closed to the

media except to state broad-
caster Al-Watania television,
which broadcast footage of
the hearing on its mid-
afternoon news bulletin.
Saif, 39, with a salt and
pepper beard, looked well
as he stood behind a metal
grille in the courtroom.

further unrest following the funeral of a politician the

Taliban claimed to have killed.
Manzar Imam, 42, a lawmaker from the Muttahida

Qaumi Movement (MQM), a coalition partner in the
federal government and the dominant political party in
Karachi, was shot with three of his guards in a drive-by

shooting on Thursday:.
Pakistan's umbrella Taliban faction claimed responsibil-

ity forhisdeath and threatened furtherattacks on the party.
Overnightviolence in Karachi left five people dead and

around 30 wounded, according to police.
It is the second shooting of an MQM provincial law-

maker in just over two years in the city, Pakistan's busi-

ness centre, wihch has a population of 18 million.
The death of MQM lawmaker Raza Haider in an

ambush in August 2010 sparked a fierce wave of ethnic and
politically linked violence thatkilled scores of people.

Most eligible bachelor

CNN ONLINE ; L

Heavy may be the head that
wears the crown, buthotis the

head that's third in line.
Prince Harry, 28, has been

named the Top Bachelor,
according to the editors at
Town & Country, which

named the current top 50 bachelors in the world.
"Prince William's baby brother flirts and flies

Apache helicopters with equal aplomb," the maga-
zine wrote. "Harry might not possess a towering
intellect,” the magazine explained. "But he is cooler
and more appealing than his older brother, sweet as

-

Prince Harry

William undoubtedlyis."

San Suu Kyi yesterday defended her
party's controversial decision to accept
donations from businessmen close to the

formerjunta forits education fund.
The issue has highlighted the Nobel

Peace laureate's dilemma of how closely
to work with members of the former junta
and their associates as
the country also known
as Burma emerges from
almost half a century of
militaryrule.

"Let them donate if
they donate for good
things," Suu Kyi, the
opposition leader and
lower house lawmaker,
told AFP in the capital
Naypyidaw when asked

aboutthe controversy.
'l don't understand

why we cannot accept
it. If it's illegal money,
we won't acceptit. Ifit's
legal money, why not as

it'sforagood cause?”
The decision by Suu

Kyi's National League

for Democracy (NLD) to take money from
"cronies” of the generals who ruled the
country with an iron fist for decades has
raised eyebrows given her long stand

againstthe regime.
The donors at a party fundraising con-

cert in December included Air Bagan and
Asia Green Development Bank, both
owned by prominent tycoon Tay Za, once
described by the US Treasury as "a notori-

making a profit of 320 million kyat after
costs. Tay Za's companies donated a com-

bined 70 million kyat.
The family of another crony Kyaw Win,

head of the media giant Skynet, paid
nearly $50,000 for a jumper knitted by Suu

Kyiata charityauction last month.
The NLD says the

money will be used to
help provide free edu-
cation for 10,000 stu-
dents.

Suu Kyi, who spent
much of the past two
decades under house
arrest, is focused on her
new political role fol-
lowing her election last
year to a parliament
dominated by the mili-
tary and its political

allies.
With the NLD setting

its sights on those polls,
the veteran activist has
also been careful not to
antagonise voters over
sensitive issues such as
the plight of the country's stateless
Rohingya Muslims, disappointing some
rights campaigners who want her to do

more to help minority groups.
"We have survived the past two

decades with only our spirit of belief. It's
important to continue with this spirit,"
said NLD lawmaker Min Thu. "Without
using our own money, we couldn't have
survived more than 20 years."
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Floods ease in Jakarta; 11 killed

AFP, Jakarta

Floods in Indonesia's capital Jakarta which have
killed at least 11 people and left two missing
eased yesterday, authorities said, warning how-
ever of more torrential rains which could hamper

relief efforts.
The capital's worst floods in five years have

forced 18,000 people from their homes, the
nation's disaster agency said, with many ferried

to temporary shelters on rafts.
Among the dead were two children aged two

and 13, said Nugroho, adding that eight percent
of the capital was stillinundated yesterday morn-
ing and a city-wide state of emergency would
apply until January 27.

Boy brings handgun to US school

AFP, New York

A seven-year-old boy brought a gun to school in

his bookbag Thursday, New York police said.
The find -- a .22 caliber handgun -- caused

police to place the Wave Preparatory Elementary

School in the Far Rockaway neighborhood of

Queens on lockdown forabout an hour.
The student has not been identified, and police

declined to specify whether the gun was loaded.
Aninvestigationinto theincidentis ongoing.

Hamas, Fatah set unity deal timetable

AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas's Fatah
and the rival Hamas agreed on Thursday to revive
their long-stalled reconciliation accord by the
end of this month, the head of Fatah's delegation

to talks in Cairo told AFP.
An official said that the sides also agreed to a

session on February 9 of the provisional govern-
ing body of the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO), charged with bringing non-member
Hamas and Islamic Jihad into the organisation.

Snow grounds flights in Britain

AFP, London

Snow swept across Britain yesterday, forcing
airports to cancel dozens of flights and more than
2,000 schools to close.

London's Heathrow Airport, one of the busiest
in the world, cancelled around 60 flights while the
airports in the Welsh capital Cardiff,
Southampton in southeast England and Bristolin

the southwest were closed completely.
Britain's weather agency, the Met Office,

issued a rare "red warning" for parts of south
Wales, where some areas were expecting up to 30
centimetres of snow.

Plane crash kills 8 in Mexico

AFP, Tuxtla Gutierrez

A small private airplane crashed shortly after
take-off in the southern Mexican state of Chiapas
on Thursday, killing at least eight people and
sending a plume of black smoke over the airport,

officials said.
Luis Manuel Garcia, an official at the Chiapas

civil protection service, told reporters prelimi-
nary reports indicated that three adults, three
minors and the pilot and co-pilot died in the

incident at Tuxtla Gutierrez airport.
Local media said the victims included a family

INDO-PAK TENSION

'Dialouge must be based

on civilised behaviour'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

Sonia Gandhi, heading India's ruling
Congress party, yesterday said dialogue
with immediate neighbours must be
based on accepted principles of civilised
behaviour, an apparent reference to
Pakistan's recent offer for talks to

descalate tension along the border.
"Better and closer relations with our

immediate neighbours will not only
make for regional peace - they will also
have a positive impact on some of our

own border states.
"However, let us be clear. Our dia-

logue must be based on accepted princi-
ples of civilised behaviour. We will never
compromise on our vigil and prepared-
ness to deal with terrorism and threats
on our borders," she said in her address
at a brainstorming meeting of top
Congress leaders in Jaipur, Rajasthan

state.
Her remarks came as Indian External

Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid, speak-
ing on the sidelines of the Congress meet,
noted to mediapersons the "positive
indications” from Pakistan and said
India will give an "appropriate” response
if [slamabad makes a formal proposal for

talks between the foreign ministers of the

two countries.
He was asked by on the offer of

Pakistani Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani
Khar for discussions following tension at

Line of Control (LoC). Khar had made the

offerin a statement two days ago.
Sonia Gandhi said India's foreign

policy has always had a vision of the
country occupying its "rightful place"
and exercising its "unique influence" in
world affairs.

"That place and that influence will be
significantly enhanced by successfully
overcoming poverty, improving our
secular values, strengthening our demo-
cratic institutions and engaging con-
structively with the international com-
munity," she said.

Netanyahu vows to

START A JOINT

protect settlements VENTURG
DEVELOPMENT OF

AFP, Jerusalem YOUR LAND
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin THE HIGHEST RATE
Netanyahu yesterday pledged OF RETURN

that there would be no disman-
tlement of any Jewish settlements

in the occupied West Bank if he

wins a general election nextweek.
Asked in an interview with the

Maariv newspaper: "Can you
promise that during the next four
years, no settlement will be dismantled?" Netanyahu

answered: "Yes."
"The days when bulldozers uprooted Jews are behind

us, notin front of us. Ourrecord provesit,” he said.
"We haven't uprooted any settlements, we have

expanded them," he said, recalling that his government

had established the first university in a settlement, in

Ariel deep in the West Bank.
"Nobody has any lessons to give me about love for the

L.and of Israel or commitment to Zionism and the settle-

ments,” he added.
Netanyahu was alluding to the strong opinion poll

showing of the pro-settler Jewish Home party which has
been championing accelerated settlement expansion
and looks set to take seats from the prime minister's

rightwinglistin Tuesday's election.
Opinion polls on Friday, the last day they may be pub-

lished before the election, showed the Likud-Yisrael
Beitenu list winning 32-35 seats in the 120-member

Knesset, down from 42 in the outgoing parliament.
The centre-left Labour party would win 16-17 seats

and the centrist Yesh Atid and HaTnuah, 10-13 and 7-8,
respectively.
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Land Wanted

ANY PRIME LOCATION IN DHAKA

[ ESKATON GARDEN, KALABAGAN, DHANMONDI
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