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Red carpet rolled out for Hasina
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crucial agreements on $1

billion defence purchase
and financing for a nuclear

power plantin Bangladesh.
On her arrival at

Sheremetyevo International
Airport, Hasina wasreceived
by Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Igor Vladimirovich
Margulov and Bangladesh
Ambassador to Russia SM
Saiful Hoque.

A smartly turned out
contingent of the Russian
force gave a static guard of
honour to Hasina. A tiny tot

presented abouquetto her.
Later, the premier and

her entourage drove to
President Hotel in a cere-
monial motorcade where
she will be staying during

the tour.
Ahead of her visit to

Maoscow, the premier in an

exclusive interview with
Itar-Tass on Sunday said
Russia has always been a

true friend of Bangladesh.
"This manifested itself

in a particularly significant
way during the Liberation
War in 1971 when the then
Soviet Union came to our
people's aid,” she told the
official news agency of
Russia.

Taking a very positive
view towards the visit,
Hasina expressed her hope
for wider mutual coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries in various fields,
which, she said, “will
undoubtedly strengthen

our friendship in future.”
“We must not forget that

we have big friends
abroad. When we speak of
Russia, we must also bear
in mind that the Soviet

Union helped us greatly in
the Liberation War.

"And continued to give
us assistance even after the
war when the need arose to
clear mines at the
Chittagong port,” she said.

The premier also
recalled that three Soviet
seamen had died during
the accomplishment of

that mission.
“We remember that up

to now, and we consider it
our duty to keep all those
events in our memory, she

added.
Hasina lamented that

human memory is very
short and people quite
often forget what role the
powers friendly to us
played both in the war and
in peacetime, and that the
Soviet Union defended
Bangladesh at the United

Nations Organisation.

“We consider it our duty
to maintain friendly rela-
tions with those who did
not forget about us in time
of need,” the premier told
Itar-Tass.

Hasina is leading a 54-
member delegation dur-
ing the visit. She will hold
official talks with Russian
President Vladimir V Putin

at his Kremlin office today.
The talks will be followed

by a bilateral meeting, a
deal-signing ceremony and
ajoint press conference.
Later, Hasina will join
the official lunch to be
hosted by Putin. She will
also pay a visit to Bolshoi
Theatre and witness a
cultural function there.
Earlierin the morning, the
premier will visit the Tomb of
Unknown Soldiers and place

wreaths there. Minister for
Communication and Mass
Media of the Russian
Federation Nikolay Nikiforov
will meet her at President

Hotel.
Hasina will address the

faculty members and stu-
dents of Moscow State
University tomorrow.

Later, she will have meet-
ings with Chairperson of the
Council of the Federation of
the Federal Assembly of the
Russian Federation
Valentina I Matvienko and
Director General of
Rosatom Sergey Kirienko.

The premier will then
visit Kremlin Museum and
Russian Gas exploration

company Gazprom.
Hasina is scheduled to

leave Moscow tomorrow
and expected to arrive in
Dhaka Thursday morning.

Powell defends
Hagel as US
defence chief

AFP, Washington

Former US Secretary of
State Colin Powell
defended Chuck Hagel's
nomination to become
America's next defence
chief Sunday, arguing that
the ex-senator has the
necessary experience for

thejob.
Hagel was last week

picked by President Barack
Obama to take charge at
the Pentagon, but he faces
a tricky Senate confirma-
tion hearing given skepti-
cism among some US
lawmakers, especially over
several past remarks

Defence
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loan to conduct a feasibility

study on Rooppur Nuclear
Power Plant will also be

inked during Hasina's visit,
Moscow has offered this

$500m for 10 years at 4.5
percent interest, but Dhaka
has been bargaining for
keeping it within 3 percent. It
has five years’ grace period,
foreign ministry officials
said.

A top finance ministry
official said the ministry had
reservations about the two
deals, especially about the

$1b defence purchase deal.
The official, speaking on

condition of anonymity, said
these two deals might ham-
per the ongoing $1 billion
loan negotiation with the
International Monetary

purchase loan at high rate

In case of any civil pur-
chase, various government
procedures are maintained,
but defence deals are often
done in non-transparent
ways without any competi-

tion, the official added.
Another finance ministry

official said loans for feasi-
bility study were usually
given as technical assistance
in the form of grant or non-
concessional loan. But the
$500m Russian loan is "kind
of a hard loan" considering

its terms and conditions.
Under an agreement with

the IME the government can
take $1.5 billion hard loan a
year. If this ceiling is crossed
after taking the Russian
loan, the government might
face difficulties in securing

The high interest rate of
the loan would also put pres-

sure on the foreign reserve.
Details of the terms and

conditions of the loan could
not be known. Asked by
journalists on Sunday,
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni
said the Economic Relations
Division would speak on the
matter, but nobody agreed
to comment when The Daily
Star contacted a number of
officials of the Division.
Asked if the $500m credit
was hard loan or soft loan,
Dipu Moni said: “Neither of

them.,"
Earlier on January 9

Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith also refused to elab-
orate on the terms and con-
ditions. He said he would

deals were done.

With the $1b defence
purchase loan, the govern-
ment will buy seven types of
weapons for the army and
four types of weapons for the
air force, reports Bangla

daily Prothom Alo.
The weapons to be pur-

chased for the army are anti-
tank missile Metis-M-1 and
Kornet-E; armoured vehicles
BTR-80 and BTR-80-K; auto-
matic grenade launcher AGS-
30; PP-91 for ferrying
armoured vehicles and tanks
intheriverways; and MTU-90.

The air force, on the other
hand, will get Yak-130 train-
ing fighter plane, MI-171 SH
helicopters capable of trans-
porting goods for the air
force, Gama-DE/Gama C1E

Truth behind the myth
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son - as recent archaeolog-

ical research confirms.
Columbus's arrival in
the Americas in AD1492
was the first chapter in a
world-changing clash of
cultures. It was a brutal
confrontation of com-
pletely opposing ways of
living and systems of

beliefs.
The European myth that

arose of El Dorado, as a lost
city of gold waiting for
discovery by an adventur-
Ous CONQqueror, encapsu-
lates the Europeans' end-
less thirst for gold and their
unerring drive to exploit
these new lands for their
monetary value.

The South American
myth of El Dorado, on the
other hand, reveals the true
nature of the territory and
the people who lived there.
For them, El Dorado was
never a place, but a ruler so
rich that he allegedly cov-
ered himself in gold from
head to toe each morning
and washed it offin a sacred
lake each evening.

The real story behind
the myth has slowly been
pieced together over
recent years using a com-
bination of early historical
texts and new archaeologi-

cal research.
At its heart is a true

story of a rite of passage
ceremony carried out by
the Muisca peoples who
have lived in Central
Colombia from ADS800 to

the modern day.
Different Spanish chron-

iclers arriving in this alien
continent in the early 16th
Century began to write
about this ceremony of El

accounts comes from Juan

Rodriguez Freyle.
In Freyle's book, The

Congquest and Discovery of
the New Kingdom of
Granada, published in
1636, he tells us that when a
leader died within Muisca
society the process of suc-
cession for the chosen

"golden one” would unfold.
The selected new leader

of the community, com-
monly the nephew of the
previous chief, would go
through a long initiation
process culminating in the
final act of paddling out on
a raft onto a sacred lake,
such as Lake Guatavita in

Central Colombia.
Surrounded by the four

highest priests adorned
with feathers, gold crowns
and body ornaments, the
leader, naked but for a
covering of gold dust,
would set out to make an
offering of gold objects,
emeralds and other pre-
cious objects to the gods by
throwing them into the

lake.
The shores ofthe circular

lake were filled with richly
adorned spectators playing
musical instruments and
burning fires that almost
blocked out the daylight
from this crucible-like lake
basin. The raft itself had
four burning fires on it
throwing up plumes of
incence into the sky. When
at the very centre of the
lake, the priestwould raise a
flag to draw silence from
the crowd. This moment
would mark the point at
which the crowds would
commit allegiance to their
new leader by shouting
their approval from the

According to archaeolo-
gist Roberto Lleras Perez,
an expert on Muisca gold
working and belief sys-
tems, the creation and use
for Muisca metalwork was

distinctin South America.
The gold objects, like

the collection of tunjos
(votive offerings, most
commonly flat, anthropo-
morphic figures) on digital
display at the British
Museum, were made b}r
using the "lost wax" pro-
cess - creating clay moulds
around delicate wax mod-
els before melting them

and casting them in gold.
Since all the gold objects

in each offering have the
same chemical signature
as well as unique manufac-
ture traits, it is clear these
objects were being specifi-
cally made for this offering
and may only have been in
existence for a matter of
hours or days before being

deposited.
In AD1537 it was these

stories of El Dorado that
drew the Spanish conquis-
tador Jimenez de Quesada
and his army of 800 men
away from their mission to
find an overland route to
Peru and up into the
Andean homeland of the

Muisca for the first time.
Quesada and his men

were lured ever deeper into
alien and inhospitable
territories where many lost
their lives. But what
Quesada and his men
found astounded them, as
the goldworking of the
Muisca was like nothing
they had ever seen before.
The exquisitely crafted gold
objects used techniques
beyond anything ever seen
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citing the SC's earlier order
in the Modhumoti Model
Town case that nobody can
fill up low lands and free
flood flow zones without
approval from the govern-
ment.

Following a writ petition
filed by eight rights organi-
sations, the HC on January
2 1ssued the order against
the realtor which took up
the project in the capital's
Holan and Ashkona on a
conditional and partial
approval from the Ministry
of Housing and Public

Works.
The court on the same

day stayed for three
months Ashiyan City's site
clearance certificate and
its renewal by the
Department of
Environment (DoE). The
HC also stayed an order of
the Ministry of
Environment that reduced

The DoE in November
2011 had fined the realtor
Tk 50 lakh for destroying
wetlands, flood plains,
aquatic life and local ecol-
ogy by illegal land filling in
Ashkona. The ministry later

slashed the fine to Tk 5 lakh.
The HC asked the man-

aging director of the com-
pany to immediately sub-
mit a list of sold plots and
all papers and documents
relating to the approval of

the housing project.
Talking to The Daily Star,

petitioners' counsel Igbal
Kabir Lytton said the
January 2 directives of the
HC will remain in force
until the realtor's petition

issettled in the SC.
Rafique-ul Hug and

Abdul Matin Khasru
argued for Ashiyan City,
while Mahmudul Islam
appeared for the writ peti-
tioners.
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