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“The tragedy keeps on

repeating itself as if noth-
ing similarhad happened,”
MP Abdul Halim Murad

said.
“It is as if the lives of

these poor people meant
nothing. This new tragedy
happened only months
after the May fire in which
10 people were killed in an
eerily ominous repeat,”
added the Bahraini law-

maker.
Firefighters needed

several hours to put out
the flames and to take out
the charred bodies of the
victims following the
collapse of the roof, said

Gulf News.
The labour and munic-

ipality ministries and
businesspeople (in
Bahrain) were particu-
larly responsible for the

tragic situation, Murad

said.
According to him, state-

ments by the labour minis-
ter and the Bahrain
Chamber for Commerce
and Industry to express
grief and offer condo-

lences were not sufficient.
MPs should take up the

discussion of a draft law
on labour accommoda-
tion in order to speed up
the procedures and pass it
to the upper chamber, he

said.
“We need to have an

investigation team to look
into the fire and hold offi-
cials responsible as per the

penal law."
The victims are people

and their lives are dear.
They had families, sons,
daughters and their rights
should be fully protected
and preserved, he added.

Lakhs join Ijtema’s final prayer
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and areas around the

Ijtema ground.
Traffic on Dhaka-

Mymensingh highway,
Tongi-Kamarpara road
and Abdullahpur-Ashulia
road remained suspended
since morning with the sea
of people marching
towards the [jtema venue.
Many people joined the
prayers from the roofs of
vehicles and boats and
rooftops of residences
surrounding the Iljtema

ground.
Devotees who could not

reach the venue listened to
the prayers over the cell
phone and electronic

media.
President Zillur Rahman

and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina participated in the
munajat from Bangabhaban

and Gano Bhaban.

Leader of the

Opposition Khaleda Zia
joined the prayers from the
rooftop of Atlas (Honda)
Factory at Tongi on the
outskirts of the capital.
People from 32 districts
and 25,000 devotees from
89 countries including
Pakistan, India, Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, Indonesia
and Palestine participated

in the first phase.
Devotees from the rest

of the districts of the coun-
try will participate in the
second phase beginning
from January 18 to 20.

Nur Ahmed, who came
to the venue from Sylhet,
said "Though I was suffer-
ing from cold related dis-
eases, it could not stop me
from participating in the
munajat.”

Like many other women,
Nurjahan Begum, Shahana
Akhtar and Josna Khatun

came on foot to join the
prayers. They started from
their residences at Uttar
Badda at 6:00 am and
reached Tongiat 10:00 am.

'l have been attending
the Akheri Munajat for the
last three years," said
Josna.

A multi-tier security
system was in place to
ensure peaceful holding of
the congregation. Law
enforcers also kept close
watch on the venue using

closed-circuitTVs.
Eight devotees died due

to old age complications
and cold-related diseases
between Saturday night
and yesterday morning.
They are Rafiq Uddin, 50,
of Kolkata in India, Zalal
Molla, 65, of Belkuchi in
Sirajganj, Chanmia, 50, of
Algikanda Para in
Narsingdi, Khalilur

Rahman, 80, of Rangpur,
Alauddin Sheikh, 46, of
Boalmari Mayondia in
Faridpur, Syed Ali Khan, 60
of Monirampur in Jessore,
Abul Khayer Patowari, 40, of
Dasdi in Chandpur Sadar,
Ansar Ali Mistri, 64, of
Keshabpur in Jessore and
Tara Mia of Tarakandi vil-
lage in Sherpur district.

As hundreds of thou-
sands of devotees had to
walk miles to return home
from the ljtema venue,
different social organisa-
tions and individuals dis-
tributed juice, water and
dry food among the devo-
tees at different points on
their way home.

Tablig Jamaat has been
organising the Biswa
Ijtema, also called the
World Muslims'
Congregation, every year
since 1946.

AL, its fronts get their priorities confused
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demands properly.
The AL Central Working

Committee's activities also
appeared more like routine
work that included placing
wreaths at the portrait of
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and hold-
ing meetings, among other
formal programmes. The
ALCWC was apparently
seen paying less attention

to the party's grassroots.
Although the party could

not hold long due councils
of its metropolitan, most of
the district, upazila, and
other lower level units, it
held the national council to

elect new leadership for the

ALCWC.
The party however had

Commission's political

partyregistration laws.
Insiders say AL held

councils to 10 organisa-
tional district units out of
total 73 and over 100 upazila
and thana units and a few
hundred union councils in
last four years. Most of these
councils however were held
in last few months when the
party was preparing for the
national council.

The party rank and file
believe a leadership predic-
ament has hit each tier of
the party fornot holding the
councils in time. They also
think intra-party feuds have
intensified in every unit
which might leave negative
impacts in the next parlia-
mentary elections.

There also exists a love-

AL high command and
some particular leaders
known as reformists, who
include Amir Hossain Amu,
Tofail Ahmed, Suranjit
Sengupta and Abdul Jalil,

among others.
As fear of contesting the

election by the reformists
against party-nominated
candidates is looming, the
AL has already proposed
that the Election
Commission disqualify
candidates expelled from
the party, if thereis any.
Itisevident the party has
violated its own constitu-
tion in maintaining the
guidelines on holding the
councils. Most of the lead-
ers believe the high com-
mand did not pay proper
attention to the party,

leaders blamed party
General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam and most of
the organising secretaries’
“inactivity” in this regard.
Intriguingly, the party
has been evaluating the
performance of each of its
lawmakers for the last four
years and the results were
not always satisfactory.
According to AL high-ups,
most of the lawmakers
linked to controversy
would be denied party

tickets in next polls.
Joint General Secretary
Mahabubul Alam Hanif

said, “Workers are the main

strength of the party and
theywill decide about nomi-

nation in the next election.
If the lawmakers do not act

accordingly, they won't get

has opened up several
enemy fronts like war crimi-
nals, militants and anti-
liberation forces, several
leaders including a number
of policymakers said AL
should do huge mobilisation
to drum up public support to
face any plot hatched by the

enemy fronts.
Presidium member

Matia Chowdhury
acknowledged that they
had some weakness in
making the party more
vibrant. “As a party we may
not have 100 percent suc-
cess, but it can't be said the
party has failed totally.
Amidst many shortcom-
ings we have been able to
hold the national council

and elect newleadership.”
She said success largely

streets since December 18,
2011 when the BNP-
Jamaat alliance resorted to
violence in the name of
according reception to the
freedom fighters.

Besides, Jamaat and
Shibir activists have been
continuing their attacks on
thelaw-enforcement agen-
cies for several months and
the AL has to remain alert,
she added.

A close associate of the
premier, Matia
Chowdhury said she did
not believe people would
say BNP is better. So, the
possibility of getting pub-
lic support is brighter for
AL than BNP she claimed,
adding, if all leaders
worked more sincerelyin a
coordinated way, it would

CID probe vexes all
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at New Lalyaghona of

Baghaichhari in
Rangamati.

She has been missing
since then and presumed

assassinated.
The counsels for the

plaintiff Kalindi Kumar
Chakma, elder brother of
Kalpana, pleaded for a
judicial enquiry yesterday
citing faults and limita-

tions of the CID report.
The CID report submit-

ted on September 26, 2012,
could neither identify the
abductors of the hill
woman activist nor trace
herwhereabouts.

During the hearing
yesterday, Kalindi narrated
the kidnapping incident of
his younger sister before

the court.
“ITdon'tunderstand how

the CID enquiry team
members dropped the
names of the culprits as [
clearly told them their
names. | identified three
men, Lieutenant Ferdous,
commander of village
defence party (VDP) Nurul
Haque and its member
Saleh Ahmed. I reject the
report of the CID and I pray
for reinvestigation of the
case,” said Kalindi.

The judge, upon hearing
the counsels and the plain-
tiff, expressed his dissatis-
faction with the CID report
and said the police should
face legal action for their
deliberate failure to

uncover the truth.
“How can it be that the

police didn't even investi-
gate the names that were in
the First Investigation
Reports [FIRs]?” he asked,
angrily.

The magistrate said the
judiciary in Rangamati
lacked the manpower and
logistical support to deal

case and asked for alterna-

tive suggestions.
The counsels insisted

on ajudicial enquiry.

The judge then said he
needed to consult the case
docket and people con-
cerned to deliver his ver-
dict on January 16
(Wednesday).

The judge said the indig-
enous community was
constantly under persecu-
tion and that lawyers
should be vocal against
such heinous crimes like
forced disappearance and
killing of the people of hill
communities.

“If such trends continue,
the community would

become extinct,” he said.
Jewel Dewan of

Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust, Mokhtar
Ahmed, the president of
Rangamati Bar
Association, and Supreme
Court lawyer Nina
Goswami pleaded for the
plaintiff while court
inspector Jasimuddin
Khan defended the state.
After the hearing,
Kalindi told reporters that
he was hopeful that the
court would do justice in

its verdict.
This CID investigation

was the second probe
conducted by the police.
The first report was
rejected on September 2,
2010, for its failure to iden-
tify the abductors and
trace Kalpana. A court had
ordered further investiga-
tion after hearing a peti-
tion filed by Kalindi.

Prior to that, on

September 7, 1996, the
government had formed a
three-member enquiry
commission, led by retired
judge Abdul ]Jalil, which
also produced similar
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