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owner Martin Beck, who advised him to concentrate
on escape arts, after seeing his handcuff act. Houdini
was soon performing across USA, and in 1900, Beck
arranged a tour of Europe for him. While in London,
he gave a demonstration of escape from handcuffs at
Scotland Yard, and succeeded in baffling the police so
effectively that he was booked at the Alhambra thea-
tre for six months. Throughout his tour of Europe,
Houdini challenged local police officers to restrain
him in shackles and lock him in their prisons, from

the turning point of Islam, Sufism, gawwali, its form
and its existence in Islam. So this idea of a docu-

_ - _ . mentary form of theatre came in my mind.
South Asians are only too familiar with gawwali or What prompted you to do the production?
Sufi devotional music. With its message of peace, I have noticed that every thing around me is

love ;?nd brotherhood, the art form has deep I'ﬂf]ted *SURY... Bl restayirants. SR bars. Suf fashion
mystical roots that date back over many centuries.
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director. Very few plots really made as great an attempt to change the mindset of society but even if

impact on me as this one. The subject kept striking  this makes people think for a while I guess it is would require him to hold his breath underwater for ~ tured append.ix. It is said that it was EfaL_ISEd by : r;n E;iuiis:i?igi;ii'inﬁ .
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Apart from being a celebrated illusionist, Houdini ~ prepared. Before the magician was ready, the student
also took great interest in aviation, and was one of the delivered four blows to his abdomen. Despite being
first people to fly in Australia in 1910. He also in severe pain and fever for over a week, Houdini
launched a movie career, releasing his first film in refused surgery for his appendicitis, and carried on
1901, and starred in several subsequent films, mostly ~ performing his shows until he was bedridden.
portraying his escape acts - and he started his own
production company, Houdini Picture Corporation,

It's funny but they were not qawwals.

For the training purpose [ engaged a professional
gawwal and also did a workshop with actors of the
play along with my musicians. Now at least we have
three classical musicians who are trained in “qawwali”.
Who knows they might produce more gawwals who
are true towards the dying form of music?
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and remote areas of Narail district thronged the
venue to enjoy the performance as well as to have
a glance of the noted singers.

About 20 stalls were set up beside the venue
with different items.

On Saturday evening the programme was inaugu-
rated by SK Abu Baker, ME, Narail-2 as chief guest.

has become purely commercial. So I wanted to

explore the evolution of gawwali.

After 10 months of research, it took six months to
get the first draft of the script. This first draft went
to many writers and subject scholars. I took their
feedback and then sat again with my writer. While
all this was going on there were many debates on
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