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Despite imposition of ban by the government over 10 years ago, environmentally harmful
polythene bags are still in rampant use across the country. The photo was taken from
Taltola More in Jessore town a few days ago.

Rampant sale, use of
polybags in Jessore

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, fessore

sSale and use of banned
polythene bags is going on
unabated throughout the

district.
Oblivious of its detrimen-

tal effect on environment,
people are using it for 'con-
venience' while the authori-
ties concerned are turning a

blind eye to the matter.
"Polythene bags are very

cheap and convenient to
use. And so, it is popular
among the small sellers and

buyers of grocery, vegeta-
bles, fish and meat.
Recently polythene bags
with handles have flooded
markets in the district," said
Nizam, a grocer at Taltola

More in Jessore town.
Admitting rampant use of

polythene bags and increase
in its sale recently, Dr Tarun
Kanti Sikdar, director of the
Department of
Environment in Khulna
division, said, "We are con-
ducting drives in 10 districts
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under Khulna division with
the help of district adminis-
tration against the sale of
polythene bags. Local
wholesalers buy the item
mostly from Old Dhaka. It is
also smuggled from India.
Recently BGB seized about
four tonnes of polythene

bags and handed overto us.”
He emphasised aware-

ness building among com-
mon people about the harm-

ful effects of polythene bag.
The government

imposed ban on poly-
thene bags on January 1,
2002 in Dhaka and its
countrywide ban followed
two months later.

RANGPUR DIVISION
Jubo Dal enforces
8-hr hartal today

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Jubo Dal, youth wing of main
opposition party BNPE has
called an 8-hour hartal today
in the eight districts under

Rangpur Division.
Demanding immediate

withdrawal of all 'false’ cases
against its central leaders
including acting secretary
general Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir and their release,
they will enforce it from 6.00

inthe morning.
Rangpur divisional unit
Jubo Dal earlier announced

the programme on January 2
at a press conference at its
party office at Grand Hotel
intersection.

The party will also observe
the hartal in protest against the
killings and arrests of opposi-
tion leaders and activists, price
hike of essentials, electricity,
fuel, violence at educational
institutions, corruption and to
press for restoration of the

caretaker government.
Chhatra Dal and

Swechhasebok Dal of Rangpur
divisional unit extended their

supporttothehartal.

Gambler shot by ASI
allegedly for toll

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thakurgaon

An assistant sub-inspector of
Ruhea police outpost in the
townshotand injured an alleged
gambler at Ghonimoheshpur
Prodhanpara village under
Sadar upazila on Saturday mid-
night.

Sub-inspector also in-
charge of Ruhea police out-
post Nazmul Hasan said a
team of police led by ASI
Shamim HOssain went to
the house of Illiyvas Ali to
catch a gang of gamblers,
But to avoid arrests, the gang
attacked the law-enforcers.
In retaliation, ASI Shamim
opened fire leaving Illivas
critically injured.

Later, locals took Illiyas to
Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital.

Replying to a query about
the allegation that Shamim
went to the spot to collect
illegal toll from the gamblers
Nazmul said he am not
aware about such matter.

Contacted, superin-

tended of police Faisal
Mahmud told this corre-
spondent that a two-
member committee headed
by assistant superintendent
of police Saidur Rahman was
formed to probe the allega-
tion and it was asked to sub-
mitreportwithin three days.
Replying a question the
that ASI Shamim was yet to
be closed or suspended. He
isunderwatch, he said.
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Pabna Press Club arranges a memorial meeting in honour of Samson H Chowdhury,
founder chairman of Square Group, on the first death anniversary of the leading industrial
entrepreneur on Saturday night.
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Maolana Bhasani Foundation forms a human chain in front of the mazar of Maolana Abdul
Hamid Khan Bhasani at Santosh in Tangail district yesterday protesting exclusion of the
great national leader's biography from the textbooks of classes V and VIII.

10 injured in
Laxmipur
gunfight

UNB, Laxmipur

At least 10 people were
injured during a gunfight
between two rival groups at
Duttapara Bazar in Sadar

upazila last night.
Locals said the clash

ensued when the supporters
of former UP member Aziz
swooped on the traders, who
were holding a meeting at
the Bazar Samity office at

around 7:00pm.
Following the attack,

Aziz's supporters and
their rivals, led by UP
chairman Nur Hossain
Shamim, locked in gun-
fight that lasted for about
two hours, leaving at least
10 people from both sides
injured.

During the clash, the
supporters of Shamim
attacked Aziz's house
nearby and set it afire. Being
informed, police rushed to
the spot and dispersed the

clashing group
The injured received

treatment at private clinics.
None was arrested in con-
nection with the incident as
ofyesterday:.

Remove 1U treasurer

also, demand teachers
Fresh agitation from today

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushitia

After fresh appointment of a
vice chancellor and pro-vice
chancellor at Islamic
University (IU), the teachers
association is now demand-

ing removal of the treasurer.
The teachers yesterday

announced that they would
stage an indefinite token
hunger on the campus from

today to press the demand.
The authorities con-

cerned relieved vice-
chancellor Prof M Alauddin
and pro- vice chancellor Prof
M Kamal Uddin of their
duties on December 27 and
January 1 to end the four-
month-long deadlock at the

university.
Prof M Alauddin was

replaced by Prof Abdul Hakim
Sarkar of Dhaka University.
None was appointed to the
post of pro-vice chancellor as

ofyesterday:.
Academic activities at the

university came to a halt as
the teachers of the university

under the banner of Islamic

University Teachers
Association (IUTA) started
agitation on September 8
last year, demanding
removal of the then vice-
chancellor Prof M Alauddin,
pro-vice chancellor Prof M
Kamal Uddin and Treasurer
Prof Md Shahjahan Ali for
their alleged involvement in
irregularities in the recruit-
ment of 132 teachers and
officials on September 7.

General students of the
university also staged dem-
onstrations on the campus
in December last year
demanding resumption of
their classes and examina-
tions. The classes will, how-
ever, resume today.

“We will continue our
agitation until the treasurer
is removed” said Prof Yakub
Ali, president of Islamic
University Teachers
Association (IUTA).

The newly appointed vice
chancellor is expected to sit
with the leaders of the teach-
ers association today to
break the deadlock.
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