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Floating veg gardens

S DiLip RoY, Lalmonirhat

Vegetable cultivation on floating gar-
dens in abandoned water bodies brings
good prospect for marginal farmers in
Teesta and Dharla basin areas of
Lalmonirhat Sadar, Aditmari and

Hatibandha upazilas under the district.
Around 250 marginal farmers at 20

villages of the three upazilas are engaged
in cultivating vegetables on floating beds
this season, being encouraged by local
NGO Own Village Advancement (OVA)
that initiated the project with 100 mar-
ginal farmers at seven villages of Aditmari

upazilain2011,.
Such vegetables, cultivated without

any insecticides, have already gained
popularity among local consumers
who are buying it for prices higher than
that of other vegetables in the market,

the growers said.
They prepared floating beds of

water hyacinth 'tightened' with bam-
boo frames and cultivated different
vegetables including aubergine, cori-
ander, okra, green chilli, tomato, spin-
ach, bottle gourd, mint, mustard and

lal shak in different water bodies.
Vegetable cultivation on a 100-

square-foot floating garden costs only
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catch growers' eye

Tk 350 to 400, farmers said. However,
regular care is needed for getting

expected output from there.
Floating bed cultivation, a long for-

gotten tradition in some rural areas of
Bangladesh, is now receiving renewed
interest as a potential solution for land-
less farmers and those who see persis-
tent waterlogging in their farmland, said
Mohammad Nuruzzaman, Lalmonirhat

Sadarupazilaagriculture officer.
Using local resources, especially

rapidly growing water hyacinths, the
process is as an environmentally sus-
tainable way to use wetland areas for
cultivation, he said.

Nur Hossain, 46, a marginal farmer
of Kutirpar village of Aditmari upazila,
said, "I cultivated vegetable on a 140
square feet floating bed at an aban-
doned government water body in our
village early October last year. After
meeting our family need, [ have earned

over Tk 3,000 by selling the produces.”
Firoza Begum, 44, another marginal

farmer of the same village, said the
money earned by selling vegetables
from a 160-square-foot floating bed
helped bear schooling cost of her chil-
dren, in addition to meeting their
domestic requirement.

Bhanu Ranjon Roy, a teacher of
Parulia High School in Hatibandha
upazila, said he prefers the vegetables
grown on floating gardens as they are

free from harmful insecticides.
Several marginal farmers including

Azizar Rahman, Nuton Bewa, Taher Ali,
and Nuruzzaman Miah of Char
Balapara village in Aditmari upazila
said they started cultivating vegetables

on floating gardens last year.
As they got good output, they pre-

pared more floating beds to cultivate
vegetables this year, they said, adding
that now more people are encouraged
to adopt this profitable farming.

OVA is implementing the project
funded by UK-based development
organisation Practical Action Bangladesh
and only marginal farmers are listed for
this project, said officials ofthe NGO.

Abdul Mazid, deputy director of the
Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE) in Lalmonirhat, said, "Two hun-
dred and fifty marginal farmers of 20
villages in three upazilas of
Lalmonirhat district prepared floating
vegetable beds with the technical sup-
port from DAE and the NGO this sea-
son and the project will see expansion
the nextseason.”
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A marginal farmer is all smiles, holding the vegetables harvested from his floating garden at Kutirpar village in Aditmari

upazila under Lalmonirhat district.

IRRIGATION IN FOUR DISTRICTS

GK project starts water supply

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

The Ganges-Kobadak (GK) Project
yesterday started supplying water for
Irri-boro cultivation on around 1.16
lakh hectares of land in Kushtia,
Jhenidah, Magura and Chuadanga

officials said.

Around 2.75 lakh tonnes of paddy
are expected to be produced on 1.16
lakh hectares of land in three crop

seasons, the officials added.
The authorities had been supplying

water only for two seasons -- Kharif-I

From 1992-1995, the project failed
to ensure smooth water supply due to
drastic fall in the water level of the
Padma. This was happened for with-
drawal of Ganges water at Farakka
point, said an official of the Water
Development Board (WDB) in Kushtia.
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PHOTO: BANGLAR CHOKH
Fed with poisoned fishes left by a poacher, wild birds lie dead or nearly dead at Char Gongamati near Kuakata sea

beach in Patuakhali district. Below, the alleged poacher Bahauddin, who was caught by locals but later let go by
forest department men.

Birds poached by
poisoning, 1 held

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

birds, slaughtered them

and putinto asack.
"We informed forest men

and requested them to arrest
Bahauddin but they freed
him," said Miraj, 25, an
eyewitness.

"Bahauddin often hunts
birds in the reserve forest
areas and sell those to local
people for cheap prices. He
also sells them to hotels in
Kuakata area as tourists like
the meat of such birds very

much," he said.
When contacted, Rezaul

Karim, beat officer of
Gongamoti Reserved
Forest, said, "After getting
information, [ sent our men
to the spot and they con-

A poacher killed over 200
birds with the help of poi-
son traps at Kawar Char

reserve forest yesterday.
Locals caught the perpe-

trator, Bahauddin, 35, with
the birds but the forest
department men allegedly
freed him instead of hand-

ing over to police.

The poacherisengagedin
catching the birds with the
poison traps in the reserve
forest areas of Kuakata, Kawar
Char, Gongamoti and adja-
centareas, locals said.

Yesterday morning,
Bahauddin mixed poison

with fishes and scattered fijrmedthe matter."
them in the forest. After However, the phone got
eating the fish, agood num- disconnected when this corre-
ber of birds lost their ability  spondentquestioned himwhy
to fly. Then he caught the Bahauddin,wasfreed.
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PHOTO: STAR
Passengers on Chandpur-Shariatpur route had to use boats as ferry service remained suspended for 32 hours fol-
lowing a boat capsize at Harina ferry terminal in Chandpur on Tuesday morning. Ferry service on the route resumed
at 4:00pm yesterday.
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