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2012 REVIEW

Banks passed
troubled year

SAJIADUR RAHMAN

Rights situation

was alarming
HR bodies review 2012
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The overall rights situation in Bangladesh was alarming
last year despite some positive steps undertaken to
establish and ensure public rights, states a report pub-
lished by Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK).

Enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings and
arbitrary exercise of power by the state institutions con-
tinued along with communal violence, gender-based
violence and violation of workers' rights, says the sum-
mary report.

Sultana Kamal, executive director of the rights organi-

Twenty-twelve was one of the most challenging years
ever for the banking industry. Corruption and irregulari-
ties have not only eroded governance in the sector but

also eaten up the profit margin.
Slow economic growth and high lending rates have

added further troubles to the industry.
Liquidity factors and capital buffers have both gained

strength, which is encouraging; but bad loan and overall

riskhave increased too.
“I've never seen a challenging time as this for banks in

my 36 years in the profession,” says Yousuf Khan, deputy sation, presented the report styled “Human Rights

managing director of Mercantile Bank. “Bad loans are ] _ ' | _ | Situation in Bangladesh 2012" at a press conference at
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said on February
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ro 1245 115 Awami League. ’ some 3,68,86,172 students of primary and | as a counsel for war yesterday.
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A 60-year-old female advocate was strangulated to death
allegedly by unidentified miscreants at her flat in the

capital's Mirpur area yesterday morning.
The deceased Rowshan Ara was the wife of Mahboob-

e-Sattar, an associate professor of Dhaka University.
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