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Stop women
repression

Protesters join human
chain in Dhaka over
Delhi gang rape

Three cheers
for women

Their role in economy doubles
in 7 years, reveals BBS census;
other social indicators

show mixed trend

GAZI TOWHID AHMED

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds of women and
men held a human chain
and candle light vigil yes-
terday in front of the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban in the
capital to protest violence
against women in South

Asia.
They demonstrated in

the wake of the gangrape
of a 23-year-old medical

student in Delhi. She did
of her injuries on

Saturday.
The protesters

expressed solidarity with
survivors of violence
against women in

Women's participation in the economic activities nearly
doubled to 9.8 percent of the female population over the
last seven years, according to 5th Population and

Housing Census 2011.
However, the overall economic activities declined 0.7

percentage point to 37.8 percent of the population, com-

pared to the 2004 census.
Bangladesh's other socio and demographic indicators

showed a mixed trend, according to the latest census

reportreleased yesterday in Dhaka.
The government is working to empower women and

their literacy rate rose to 44.7 percent from 32.98 percent

in the previous census, said Ashim Kumar Dey, project ) Bangladesh and
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